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From this overflow of etrors and the unbridled licenso of think-
ing, and writing, public manners are deteriorated, the nost holy
raligion of Christ despised, the majesty of' the Divine worship
scarned, the power of the Apustolic Seo 1s thwarted, the autho-
ity of the Church opposed and reduced to a vile servitude, the
rights of Bishups trampled under foot, the sanctity of matriage
violute 3y e iafl cnee of all pawer melted away, and with so
many other evils 10w Chrinian commomvcalt{\, as woll as the
civil state, that wa are compeiled, Venerable Brothren io
weep oser then 2.3 anagle our tears with yours,

Therefore, in such vicissitudes of religious uflairs, and in
such cxitieal periods, wo being earnestly solicitous for tho sale-
ty of the whale fluck of the Lord divinely committed to our care
shll certainly noet feave umtried or unattempted any duty of obix
Apostulic ministry, by which, with all our strength, we may
seek counsel for the good of the whole Christian family. But at
the samo time we carnestly in the Lord appeal to your eminent

ety and prudence, Venerable Brethren, that with help from
FIe:u-cn you may with us boldly defend the causo of God and of
His 1Toly Church as becontes the place you hold and the digmty
with which you arzwivested.

Thaat it becomes yvou to fight valiantly, you will understand,
as you are not igaorant with how many and how great wounds
the stainless spouse of Christ is picrcc({, and with how ficreg an
assault of bitter enemies she is besct.  You know how especially
todwend and preserve the Catholiclaith with episcopal streagth
ond fitmness, and to wateh with unceasing care that the flock
comnmitted to you, may be retained in that fzith firmly and im-
moveably, which unless one prescrves whole and uncorrupted,
without doubt he shall perish eternally.(17.) In order, therefore,
to preserve and protect this Faith by the discharge of your pastoral
duties, apply yourselves diligently and without ceasing to in-
stroet in it all men, toconfirm thoss who waver, to convince
those who gainsay it, to strengthen the weak in Faith, never
ovetlooking or enduring anything which may appear even in
the slightest degree to violats the purity of the Faith, With
no less encray of mind should you encourage in all things union
with this Catholic Church, beyond which there is no salvation,
and obedience towards this chair of St. Peter, whereon the
whole superstructure of our holy religion rests, as on a secure
foundation.

And withequal constancy wateh over the keeping of the
most holy laws of the Chureh, by which indeed virtue, religion,
and piety do best increase and flourish.

And ¢ as it is great piety toJay bare the lurking places of
the wicked, and in them 10 overcome the Devil himself, whom
they serve’” (18), wo intreat and admonish you that with all
diligence and labour yon expose to the Faithful the multiform
snares, deceptions, errors, frauds, and inachinations of evil men,
and that you diligently turn them away from pestiferous books,
and siranuously exhort them that flying away as from the face
of a serpeat, from the sects and the associations of the impions,
they may most carefully avoid all things that are hurtful to the
jotcgri'y of faith, rcligion, and morals.  Tor this purpose let it
nover happen that you desist from preaching the Gospel, for by
thes means the Christian people becoming daily more instructed
in the precepts of the most Holy Christian Law, may increcase
1 ke kuowledge of God, and do gaud, and walk in the way of
the Lord.

And as you know that your ministry is the ministry of Christ
who drclared himself meek and humbie of heart, and who came
1o call not the just, but sinners, leaving to us an example ihat
we m.ght follow in his footsteps, do not fuil in the spirit of leni-
ty andmeeknesswith fatherly admonition andadvice,to correct,re-
pro. 8, intreat, or rebuko in all gentleness with patience and
doctrine those whom you find breaking the Commandments of
the Lord, and straying from the paths of truth and justice,us be-
navolence is often more efficacious in correction than authority,
eatreaty more than menace, and charity more than pow-
er (19).

This also, Vencrable Brothers, sirive with all your energies
t2* accomplish that the Faithful may cuhivate charity, seck

pesce, zealously perform the duties of charity and peace, so

that all djssensjong, enmities, strife, and envyings being destroy-

-

ed, all may delight in mutual charity, andbeing perfectly of ono
mind aund one fecling, thoy ay fce? and spcaﬁ, and know the
same things in Christ Jesus our Lard,

Apply yoursuives to inculeate on the Christian peoplo the due
obedience and subjertion towards princes and powers, teaching
according to the admoumtion of the Apoutle (20), that there is
no power oxcept it be from God, aand that to resist power of
GoS’s ordination is to draw down condomnaion on thetisclves,
and thereforo tho precept to abey the powers that bo can never
now, by any individnal, be violated without crimo, unless, in-
deed, tfnc thing commanded be opposed to the laws of God and
tho Charch.

Now, as there is nothing which more incites others to piety
and constantly disposes to the worship of Gad than the life and
examplo of those who dedicato thansclves to the divine minis-
try (21}, and'as tho Priests are, so does it often happen the
peoplo are also,~you will, in your siagular wisdom, perecive,
Venerable Brothers, that it will behovo you to use gremt care
and zeal, thatin the clergy a gravity of manners, integrity
of life, holincss aud learning may shine out, and ecclesiasticsl,
disciplino be strictly preserved, as prescrbed by the canons of
the Church, and where it has lapsed may be restored to pristine
splendour.

‘Therefore, as you very well know, it becomes you to be wary,
that, aecording to the precept of the Apostle, you may not has-
tily or lightly, impose hands on any onc word iniuate in-
1o holy orders, or admit to tho administration of tho sacred mys-
teries thosc only who, strictly and carefully examined and prov-
ed, appear adorned with all virtues, and, regarded with u})pﬂ)—
val Ly the wise, may becomo to your diocesses, both of use
and ornament, and who, declining all things which are forbid-
den to the clergy, and lending themselves to reading, exhiorta-
tion, and teaching, mav bo an example to the Fauhful 10 word,
deed, in chianty, faith, and chastity ; (£2), may win reverence
from all men, 2nd help to form the pevple’s minds, and inflame
and excite to ihe love of the Christian religion. For ¢t is
better,”” as Bencdict XIV., our predecessor, of blessed memory,
said, ¢ 10 have fewer ministers, but those honest, suitable, and
useful, than a Jarger number of men who, for the edification of
the body of Christ, which is the Chuseh, might be of no sveil.

You are not ignorant that you ought, with even greater care
to inquire concerning the merals and the science of those to
whom are eommitted the direction of souls that they, as feithful
dispensers of the treasurcs of God’s grace, may continually ap-
ply themsclves to support and assist tho people confided to them,
by the administration of tho sacraments, the preaching of the
Divine word, and the example of good worke, instilling, inta
them the precepts of the Gospel, and leading them into the
paths of salvation.

You know that a clergy being ignorant or negligent, of their
duties, the morals of the people also instamly fall away, Chris-
tian discipline is relaxed, the practice of religion abnsed, and
all the vices easily glide into that Church. TLest that the word
of God which ¢ full oflife, and power, and sharper thaua
two-edged sword” (24), was established for the salvation of
souls, should bocome unfruitful through the ministers, cease
not, Vencrable Brothers, to demand of the preashcrs of the Di-
vine word that being theimselves decply penstrated with that
same Divine word, that well corusidering in their own souls

the gravity of their office, they may exercise their Esangelic
ministry, not in the persuasive words of human wisdom, not
with the parade and vanity of ambitious eloquence, but with tlie
assistance of the spiritand the virtee from on high. Thatright-
ly treating the word of truth, and preaching not their ownselves
but Chiist crueified, they may announce to the people in clear
and intcligible, anguage, yetin a style fullof dignity, tho dog-
mas and precepts of our holy religion according to the Catholic
Church and the Tathers, so that by detailing explanations of
individual duties all may he turucd from crime and won 1o piety,
and thus the Faithful, fed and nourished by the word of God,
may abstain frem all vices, practice all virtues, escapo eternal
punishment, and attzin to heavenly glory.



