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rain 3 but it pleased the Alnnghty to faaleh hun
wrn the precipice”  IIe was then i b tiftieth
year.
"4t this tme, continues onr author. w pocr Toaman
corte of wecnter learning, bt wc 'y voe
Cesgenee of tie saiats, dastt o Gormnny, sta dus-
e of about 50 mntes foons U 1t pleased
e Vamshty 1o make Limoive nettument of lus
el destias on Thanlaus. God revealed to
1o htan s rulentons o respeet o ‘thadlerus,
b ordered hum U repare v i siety to Cologae,

2ol there o conduct humselt an the commission
entrusted to bim, as the Holy Spait should sugzest.
112 disclused to hun the real state of Thaulerus’s tn-
nor; his good qualities, hus defeets, and what was
wanung to make inm a perfect follower of Christ.

Without delay, the layman repaired to Cologne.
He attended at a sermon preached by Thaulerus;
and, when it was finished, he presented himself
Lefore Thaulerus, and requested hum to be his spi-
ritual director while he should stay in that city :
Thaulerus assented to bis request ; and the layman
tenent three months in prayer and penance under his
| disection.

At the end of them, he hesought Thaulerus to
nrcach a sermon on the best means of attzining thc
mght of spiritual perfection. ¢ Why,” said Thaule-
s, ¢ do you make this request to me? What will
vou understand of a discourse which necessarily
wust be sublime @ The layman bumbly replied,
* That, though he might not be capable of under-
sianding such sublime speculations, he might never-
theless be moved by them to desire, with humility,
the perfection which they inculcated : and, per-
Lips, he said ¢ there may be some one among the
o 1thience to whom such a discourse mazy be cssen-
tally useful.’  After much entreaty, Thaulerus con-
sonied to preach the sermon requested of him. . He

reached it a few days after ; the audience were
ic’mrmed, and the preacher and his eloquence were
“he discourse of the day.

3 On the following morning the layman waited on
Mhavlerus 3 repeated to him, word for word, the
nole of his sermon, and then humbly requested. his
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Heave to comment particalarly upon it,
g‘imulerus consenled ; and the layman then pointed

ut those passages in it, where purity of heart,
Pdrtachment from creatures, and real humility, were
imost incuicated. He thea opened to Thaalerus the
nmost recessas of his heart, and made him sensible
thow much he fell short of the doctrine which he had
Maculcated 5 and concluded Ly telling him, that he
Eras iittle better than a Pharisee.
g Up to that word, Tnaulerus heard the layman
e ith putience ; but it then failed. him, and he began
do justify himself with some warmth. ‘The layman
¥ould not allow him to proceed: ¢1 call him a
$harisee,” he suid, who, being full of himselfy or too
Neasible of the esteem of men, seeks in his actions,
guwever otberwise good and holy, his owa glory,
3nd not the glory of Gad. . Consider,.if you are.not

of this namdbar. Wala what o pcons did you
begin your ctudies? With wh it ~eli-complaisauce
Ll you contemplate your progres i them > What
‘satisiaction have you i thinkia g of your dignity of
dactor T Oty s st whiseh beaven has favour-
vlyou” I o of retoning them to the glory of
God. who <hould have alt yoor love, aad all yoeur
s, your regard vourselr too much @ and thas, with

“ait vour knowledse, you are really ignorant; and

w:th all vour zhonrs, sermows, and writings, you da
itde good. Your douctrine 1s beavenly 5 the word
.of God is often on your lips; but in consequence of
-your want of hunulity, you yourselfdo not relish the
ttruths which you teach, and they produce hude
effect on your hearers. The pure of heart, those
who seek God only, are shucked by your sermouns,
which contain maay good things, bat abound too
much with  yourself.? lIere the holy layman
paused.

For some time Thauler 2 w3 stlent : he was
confounded with the eclrac 1w, which, for the
first time, he had of his vanity and defects: but it
was the .mement of grace. ‘I acknowledge,’ he
said to his instructor, the truth of all you say.
The Holy Spirit speaks by you to me. You read
iinto my heart ; God only can enalle yov to do it.
{I was a stranger to my heart; complete what you
have so well begun ; you are my guice, my teach-
er, my master.’

Satisfied with his good dispositions, the layman
put into the hands of Thaulerus a writico, con.
taining the tiue principles of a spiritual life, and
desired hin to reflect seriously on it, and give
himself up for a few days to retirement and devo-
tion. ‘Thaulerus obeyed ; and during his retreat,
the layman f{requently called on him, explained to
hiwr the science of the saints, and watched his pro-
gress in it. He inculeated to him the necessity of
humility, of mortificativn, of self-renunciation, and
of living for God alone. When "he found that
Thaulerus was-thoroughly initiated in these holy
doctrines, the layman informed him, that the will
of God called him elsewhere, and that he should
be absent from him during two years. ¢During
that time,” said the layman, ¢ you must abstain from
preaching, from teaching, from hearing confessions,
{iom divection of souls, and ail otheg:public func:
tions. You must faithfully practise the ordinary
duties of the .community 5 and when- you are not
ermeployed in them, you must remain in your cetl;
abstain-from the pursuit of profane .science, and,
in solitude and silence, incessantly bewail - your
sins at the . foot of. the eruss. You will suffer
much, both in mind and body ; but you willi not
be wholly without divine consolation. Above all
things, trust in God. You will learn at length to
renounce yourself, .to take vp his cross ard follow

im,’ o

Thaunlerus obeyed:-these lessons most punctually.




