THE " BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, Dee. 3.

Reports from the country indicate
a declded improvement in businest, andg
¢ity retall merchante have also found
tradc more active the last weeck or
50. While the season of active husi.
ness has been later than usual in
starting, owing to the late harvest
and bad country roads during the fall,
the prospects ahead are good. Aani.
toba farmers have never before held as
muck grain for sale at as late o date
as thie. A yecar ago farmers were
practically eold out while this year
the bulk of the crop Is still to come
out. This would judicate that there
will be 2 good, steady trade and easier
money market, for some time in the
future. ‘While in past years the pro.
ceeds from the sale of the crops has
come i with a rush, by the custom
of marketing the great bulk of the
crop withlao the two months following
harvest, this year there will be steady
and more prolonged inflow of cash as
the crop leaves farmers' hands. The
quantity of Manitoba wheat now in
sight, Including stocks at Fort Wil
liam and west, is between 6 and 7
million bushels. exclusive of what has
been shipped cast of Fort Willlam.
While the reguiar take steamship hines
have ceased running and navigation
has closea for general traffic. sgrain
is still moving freely, and several char-
ters were made this week to carry
wheat east from Fort William. The
moderate wenther is favorable for n
continuance of the lake grain move-
ment  Wheat prices to farmers in
the country, however, tend lower, as
grain has now to be purchased on a
winter basis. as to freights and carry-
ing charges. The fall of snow at the
beguming of the week has made good
sleightry and been the cause of im-
provement in business. DBank clear-
ings at Winnipeg show a very
heavy {increase this week, reaching
$3,264,000, which ls the largest week
o the season and the first wweek for
rone thine which exceeds the corres-
ing perlol of last year. -Bank clear-
ings for November are just two mil-
tions wnler November last year, lLut
23-14 millions greater than for No-
vember, 21596. Land sales for Novem-
ber were nos as large ns they would
have been 1f the harvest wosk bad
no. lheen &0 delayed by wet weather.
November Is the heaviest month in the
year Tos land emles, hut this year's
November sales were less than month-
Iy sales duriny March to July inclus-
ive. But Novemler sales this Fyear
exceede)d  any moath last  ycor
excepi November, which Is a  good
rrond considering the drawback. Had
the crop been turned into cash at as
early a dato as usual, November Iaund
sales this year would have undoubt-
«dly been the largest on record.

THE COMMERCIAL

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Wunnipeg, Saturday, Dec, 3

(All quotations, unless othorwise spoci-
fied, are wholosale for such quantitica
as aroe usually taken by retail doalers,
and aro subject to tho usual reduction
on lnrﬁo quantitics and to cash dle-
counta.

TFISH.

The supply of fish Isliberal and the
variety Iv the market coversa wider
ratge. The clesg? s2n:0n for Manitobn
whitefish: ended on Dee. 1st, so” that
winter fishing on the lakes hns now
commenced and fresh canghit white
will soon be in the market to take
the place of refrigzrator stock.

IFARDWARE, AXND PAINTS.

Glass holds  firm without [furtiher
<hange. Sowe lots of gluass for this
market were on th2 lost steamer
bound for Moutreal. While stocks are
not heavy there will probably be
gsufficient for requirements, Lin<erwd
oll is firm. Sheet zinc is held a frac-
tion higher, in sympathy with rocent
advances east. MHorse shoes are held
very firm, the tendency being to get
10c more than receat inside quota-

tions.
GROCERIES.

In the iine o price chunges there is
scarcely anything to note this week,
the orly change in our list belng an
advance o7 15¢ per bushel on Leans.
The great bulk of winter stocks are
pow In, and changes in prices will not
be as numerois during the next few
weoeks a8 has been the casz in the -
mediate past. New table ralsins are
now In stock. In nuts no new stock
has been received yet, but will be in
shortly. The tendency Is [irm on nuts
and prices are likely to rule high this
geason, &S stocks ure light in several
lines. A few new dates have arrived
in Eastern markets, via New Yo'k,
but none have reached here, and any
couslderable supply of ¢dates is not ex-
pested be'ore about the endl of +ihe
month. The market for teas gener-
ally Is firm, India teas are sald to be
advancing in primary markets. The
Indian Tea associatlon has published
a revised estimate of the crop showing
that the production will be atout
4,000,000 poani shord of the original
estimate. Advices from China also
report advancing markets for Hysons
and Pingsueys. Brazil co'feo Is higher
abroad. Molasses and sugars are very
firm in Easterii markets. A further
advance In Barbadoes is talked of at
Moatreal and Toronto. Qanned 0.
matoes were easier in the cast last
week,

GREEN TRUITS.

California navel oranges are now
olfering more frecely, and thes* com-
ing forward show very .good quality
for so carly in the season. Moxlean
orangces ure also still arriving. There
has bieen 2 temporary dearth of Cali-
fornia lemors. Appics hold firm. Deal-
ers are not anxlous to part with
thelr cholce fruit at pres:nt prices,
r8 they look for an advance. Banaan
are higher, as they can only be han-
dled by express now. Walnuts and
almonds are scorce aund  higher.
Prices are:  New California navel or-
anges $5 o §5.50,.a3 to size; Mexican
orangs $4.50 to §5 Ybox; banunas,
per bunch. §3 to $3.50, as to slze;
Californiy lewons, nominal; Mes:ina
lemous, §4.50 to $5 box; Oregon win-
ter Nelliv pears, §2.50 to $275 per
box: Ontario apples, ovidinary winter
.8tock, §3.25 to $3.75 as w0 qual-
ity fauncy .sples, $1i Dper barrel;
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Almerla grapes $8 a keg; cranberries,
Cape Cod, $8 barrel; sweet pota-
tovs $5 per bbl; cocoanuts, S1a doz.;
Sielly nilberts, large, 11 to 12c per

pound, Grenoble walnute, 135c;
Tareagona  almouds, 160, pea-
nuta,  green, 10c¢; roasted, 12¢; pe-

can. 14 to 15c; shelled walnuts, 24
1-Z to 26¢ Ib.; strained honey, 81-2
to Oc per pound: maple sugar, 11 %0
12: apple cider, 35¢ per galion in bar-
rels and hall barrels; California nigs,
in boxes of ten bricks, $2 per box; cel-
ery. 40)c dozen bunches.

GRAIN AND PRODUCE.

WHEAT-—-The week hag boan dull
and steady in ghe wheat marketes,
with. a little more life in them in ths
last two days. The Docember deal In
the speculative markets scems to
hatve been pretty well provided for,
aml parties who had bought Decem.
ber wheat in antlelpation of o squeezd
in the last days of November, hiad to
let go their holdings at lower tigures,
and the lagt day of November was
marked by decided weaknoss and Jow.
er prices. On the first Instant the
market geemed to rebound from  the
previous weakness, as if reliived from
some weight, and a lively spurt
toox place In all markets. However,
on the week there ig practically no
alteration In values. The movemant
In wheat in the United States ig un-
precedentedly large, but the demand
holds pretty fair pace with the sup.
ply.  Oa Thurgday alone the clearan-
ces of wheat and flow from the Amerl.
can reaboard aggregated 1,633,000
bushels. Sueh a quantity for one day
Is enormous. The stock of wheat in
bublic granaries in Liverpool, London,
Iull and Glasgow on ‘November 30th
was only 1,440,000 bushels. no more
than would supply the consumption of
tt-he Ullit{!ﬁ Klng(;om for atout
wo ane one wlf  day .
The werld's visible supply for ilfe 3‘2103;:
increasca 3.800,000 bushels agaiast 7,-
032,000 bushels the week previous. |
113> the market has beeca dull and
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BEFORE BUILDING

Every one should know
the cconomical advan-
tage offered by using our

METALLIG GORNIGES

Shecet Metal Fronts, Etc,

——

They give durable, fire-proof
satisfaction~make o)d buildings
handsome at slight expense, and
are invaluable foruse in all new
up-to-date structures.

Send for our catalogue, it gives
interesting building information
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Metallic Roofing Company

1IMIIED

1155 KING ST. W, TORONTO
Tuos. Brack, Agent, Winnipeg.

AR A I 1 2

Y e e T e A e e S T P Ty

SN NN,

.,
2



