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110W TO INflUCE PEOPLJE Tg BUY
AT HOME,

Soveral previncial papers bave recontly do-
nounced tho custoni of eending away tn
eastorn citieg for gooe which ean bc procured
at homo. It appears that this oustom iq very
mufh in vogue in soma partP- o! Manitoba.
The Neepawa lress says that fully $Q50,00O
was Font aivay froni that placo during the
past year, to Toronto or othor enstern citiesq,
for goods. Tho ]>ress adds that most of thoso
who sona cash aivay for goods aro indebted to
the local merchants. -Tho latter remnark
gives tho koy-nc to te tho iray or correcting
the evil, by a systcm. which T1he Commercial
has set forth on eeveral occasions, in tîimes
past, narnely, the cash1 i.ystem.

Whito considorable improvment lias beaou
apparent in tho mode of carr3'ing on store
buasiness iu Manuitoba, durîng the past year or
two, there is still grcat i-rn for further imn-
previnent in tho matter of crodit business.
Credit is stili toc, free in a groat mauy in-
stances, and open acceunts are allowed to i-un
te unreason able dates in many cases. Nov. it
is ovident that if nierchants will reduce thoir
caedit business, anud sol] as closely as possible
on a cash basis, thoir custorGers will have lecs
mono>' te sond away for goods. 13y giving
his customors long dates of crcdit. the mer-
chant places iu their bauds the %veapon wbich
they turn upon himself. If ho obliged them
te py hima cash, they would nlot bave tho
cash wherewitb tu send te Toronto or oise-
ibe-o for goods.

Theecastern merchant does ucit soit bis goods
on credit. Hoe goe the cash in oery instance.
and can censequontly soit on close margins.
If our provincial merchants ceuld seit for
cash, tbey would lie able te do botter for their
custerners than any ensterfi bouse could do.
W bat Tho Commercial ha,3 always advisea, is
te malte a sharp distinction betwesn cash and
credit business, giviug such a discount for
cash as would greatly encourage the people te
spend their cash at home. Thora are ne
loases iu bad delits from a cash business,
and it is only reasonable bhat credit custom-
crs sbould pay sometliiîg ex~tra te pay losses
frein had dabtu and pi-avide for the extra cost
of carrying ou a crodit business. Even aside
from the lasses on had delits, it costs more te
do a credit tban a cash business, owin- ta the
extra labor and expeuns uboolil 2-oping,licsides
tho basin forgettiog techarýg gods boughton
credit. Se far as the customner is concerned,
wo bolieve, that as a i-nIe thoy cau trade te
botter advantage at home, cither fi_ cash or
credit, than b>' sonding away. They sec the
goods and k-new just what tbey are getting
when the>' buy at home, wbereas they may
geL someothing which dots net suit thora by
sending away. In the latter case theré is ne
redress.

Now that the fat] season is at hand again,
The Commercial would spain advise Mer-
chants te be ready te push the collections
~is net tee taon te have your bill bonds

p'rintcd aîud acrouutq ready, se as te olitain
your shiaie fi-oui tlîe Iproce*s o! the qeaso)ii's
creps, a3 8oon aus tho returu begins te corne
in. It aise, is a geod tim)o te malue an>'
change in tlîo direction ci! reduciug your
busiress moe clcielyv te a cash Ftyqteuii, and
thus striko a blow ut the custeuin of seuding
cast for good.4, which îio deubL i !ullowred
by %oine of youî' lonîg credit patrons.

Oneocf the ïnuost noticeall featutre3 o! the
1M0nitoia crep this 3ear us the grear moduc-
tien iii the flax ai-ca, aq comrared witli the
prei'ious yev-tt. Lagt ycar tho flax ai-ca %vas
chiaracterized by a reiarhablo expaîîQion, it
haviîîg incrcasced frein 80500 acrcs in 1891 te
8S2,6GG8 acres in 195. T'his ycar, lioweiver, iL
exrcrienccd oveu a more remai-kable dteclînue,
droppitug back te 20,82,5 acres.

T1he big inerease in tho fIax arc o! 1895
was an experiment. Theo farmers irore
urged te grew more fiax, on account o! the
low price o! wheat, and mauy of theiu accept-
cd tho advico anul irnt ii for soine flax test
year. Eviulontly thoir vxçerieuco %vith fl-ix
iras net satigtactozy, as iîîdicated by the
greati &eductioin in the ai-ca this year. Tho
loir prico of flux last yoar ne doulit ivas the
principal cause ef tlîis discouruigement. Tho
farivera weiit jute fl&x ini 1895 %vith the idea
that th ey m culd get fi-cm 75 cents ýo $1 per
busîjel for the critp. Tiieso expectat ions ivra
neot r ealized. The crop %tas a gocl euoe, but
the pricm obt.ained was ely about ('0 cents
per bushol or les;, fIax liavîng- beeîi lowe-
than usual last ycar, on arcount o! tlue great
increaso in the prodluction cf flax seed iii the
United States in 1895.

This year it tocks as though prices would
bcoeven loirer for fiax secd than they were
lest season, notvitlstanditug that tho croîu in
tlîo Unîited Statea3 is ne)t nearly ns largo as
last year, on accoutit 0f decreased ai-ca and
smnaller yiold. A year ago tho pile of fiax
seed at Chicage ranged at about 98 cents te
$1 Fer bushel, irbilo tho pi-ent pi ico isabout
65 cents per bushel. 'Phera is a dt>' cf 20
conts on flix geiu)g into, LIe United States, s0
that Manitoba fIax cannot go thera at profit-
able prices. It is poi-liups just as ivoîl tbat
tho Maniteba fia% crep is vei-y small thisyear.
Tho officiai estimate Jf the Maniteba crep
this ycar is 288,000 bushels, as cempari-o
with an estimatellc-op at year o! I,2)80,OUim
bushols. Theo %vyul not bW usu> sur-plus from
this small crop for expert, thougb crushors
are iiiiderstocd te bave a largo quantit>' of
sccd on band frein last year. Tho loir prie,
in tIe Ul.itcd States is due largoly te tho
enermoîîs production of fiax sced last ycar,
conFiderable of which is still ou baud.

ÉDlITORIAL NOTES.
TUIE i-oportcd losa fri-c biail sternis ln

Manitoba thisyear iu growing larger overy
day, as it is i-opeated freim eue sourc e! in-
formation te anethor. One item whicb bas
beon going tho rounds cf sonme of Lhe papcrs,
says theo bas is stated tLeb l "net less than
88,o00,000.1" Tfho bass is bad onough as iL is,
ivithout niagnifying it in this way. The
total ba's, on tho basis o! tho îurcsent value o!
grain ci-cps, %vill net, hoivever, likely exceod
one.tenth et the sum nane.

iNo-rwiriîsTÂxîU).,;J the lighiter ci-eps this
yeir, large sales of farm machiuery bave bean
m2tl0 at somio points. One provincial papor
reports that the dealers e! tho place sold 1.10
bln.lors; this scason, and eue dealer has sold a
dozeru tlîroabing outfl.s.

Y

TIIE Minnesota stato prison binder tivine
factory lias proved a failuro, say4 a Minnea-
polis ex luiange. Oîîe rcasmi for tlio establish-
ment o! tho factory was the encouragement
cf the flax fibre indmistry in the state, but
flax lin tci- twino bas not proved a sucems.

IN parliameut at Ottawa last week Col.
Pu ior was told that it wral; not the intention
of the goverument te grant any railway scîl-
sid:us ibis session. Nu doubt Mr. Prier bad
tho prepesed Crow'8 Nest I>ass railway in
view i-heu propoundin)g bis question. IL is
a matter for regret that a start could net ho
madciu this road this ycar.

IItEMieit Laurier is autbority for the
statoment that a plebiscite on the pro-
hibition question will bo talion, but ho would
neot announce the date for the avent. If the
peuiple o! Canada are in favir o! prohibition,
wo suppose tbey will get it, but iL weuld ho
a great mistako te try taencforce sncb a
measure, uiilesi it cala bo shown that publie
opinion is everw.helminglIy in lavor o! prohi-
bition.

TIIE legislative committee of the Winnipeg
city conuil bas licou authorized te enquire
inte the working of tho system o! a board of
control for municipal affair-s, as ogtablisbed
in Toronto. The comn'ittee i aise, an-
powered te loch- inte other systems of civie
goveru ment, establisbed on tho principle of
a paid eoecutive. WVinnipeg bas liceu on-
quir-ng ino and agitatîng for an impreved
system, o! civic, governaenit for Many yas
and apparentlv the farce is te lia continued.
1,3 it net about time somo practical results
iveui bocomiiîg apparent?

AN itemn last wcek in the daily proe des-
patebes says that the mercant ile establishment
law has gene iiite affect iii New York state
andin a way will reolutionizstheempleyment
of women and children in mercantile estab-
lishments. The most important sections of
the law provido that ne child undor feurteen
years ef ago shaîl bo ompleyed in any mercan-
tile establishment in the etatoo. 'Ne boy
under sixtoon and ne ivoman under twenty-
eue Soirs of ago shall bo required te work in
sncb cstabîisbmouts more than sixty heurs a
week. Thoro a ne doulit ample room for the
restriction ef the emplnyment of ehildren and
young people in mercantile establishments,
factories, ée. Roasenablo legal restrictions
o! this nature are indeed quite preper.

IT iF. very gratifying te note that tho ci-eps
thL vear are froce freM SMnt. Ail crop re-
ports se far agree that the Maniteba wheat
cropwvill bo wonderfullytreo from smut. Itivill
probably bo tho clcanest crop evez preducad in
this res5pect. Last year amutwias vory picv-
aient in ivîcat, about 19 per cent, o! tbe
crep having graded Il rejretod," acerding te,
the roturns of t.be omcial, grain inepector qt


