
D~ the Farmers' Oomlaint Justiftoe?
rhé St. Paul Pi>oneer I>rem. lias pieblisicr) tha

resnlts cf au élaborata investigation Inte tihe
1îeestion whother the wlbeat farinera cf the cotin.
i ry "h ]ave bean andr ara boing d.cprivedl of a
portion cf ticeir riglctful profits."

l'ho repenat e sertion is recalied tuatIl the
priée of wheat at tha elévater uecarest thil farmn
la fcr lass thau thùt priée cf fI. in thé principal
inarketa of tho %vorlil, lacs tha cost ofi transpor-
tation frein tbe field te Lice point of 1iÀ sale,"
aur) IL la asscrtadt that this apparent dcscrcpacccy
constitîetes %Vlcat in sanght.

It is cucargaîl that Ilsoa thinjk Oinat tuae
giciit lies witir local eocator men, wlca comnbine
te deprinss prices, bnying, on a, lowv range nuid
selli n at a leaudoma prefit as seansthé grain
is witlcia Lhcar rcach. Stili malre believa Luit
the ahriakago is dîco te extortianata charges by
thce railroado, aun) frei this hava aricen repent-
cd deand for reductiatîs in ftreight rates *

* 1Others, agaie, findt thé difficulty in
thé alevators at terminal points éndl pritisry
mnrkete, where, as. théy asaért, grain la se
inanipulateci, and pricis are to îcrraagcd, Oiat
tha bnlk cf thé profit goes into the beands of
great corporations. Anr) finally, atill another
claes ef people sc, iu thé existence ocf specula.
tien in food) produéts, thé calisa of shrinkago la
prices hetween tha farm and tha market, ndr
exerate the 'bear' intercet for its alléger) werk
iu keeping thé mcarket price of American grain
caverai cents par huchai below whit it ough t te
ha4cy cnparison with Engliab quotatiens."

Io brief, the chargeinht tho excesa increase
cf the pricé cf =ha beteveen the primary
market and Liverpool, that portion of the in.
crase net due te legitico et cf transporta-
tien, in due te

1. Elévater manipulàtion at primary mar.
kets; or

2. Te axtertion hy c-ailcvoy éompanica; or
3. To elevater manipulation at terminal

points ; or
4. To Ilbear" speculators.
The dlain is in tact practically made by tha

,writer of thé article, though net in sa miny
wordc, that the priée receiver) hy thc Americica
farmer shanîr) ho the price pair) by tha foreign
buyer lacs cost cf transportation audt other 'lin-
cidentaI charges."

This is probabl true, and we tancy that thé
only dispute 'cviich possibly may arise on thé
Point e s te what constitue (lagititnata) "lin-
cientai charges."

In the endeavor te answer thé question cvhich
thé Pionîeer Press raises, and w}cicb it answers
in the head-line te thé article, "lThé i'armer's
Csucplaint Jusifler)," rhô writor cf thé article
traces, with thé aid cf specialistc, experts snd
data sair) te hé unimpeachabié, Ilthe progrece
cf a huchai cf wheat ail the cvay fran the fildr
in Minneapolis or Dakota te the market in
Liverpaol." IL followcaimilar huchaiscf wliéat
duriog thrc successive years, ce that iL might
leara "1whether a conspiracy Irait really heen
furmed, ndr whether thé fariner in 1891 was
being de! rauder) cf his due."

lu comrnénting cepon thé amotint of data ré-
ceic'cd, thé wark cf vérification cf reculta and)
caré taken ta inoiuto the élimination cf orror,
the wniter usas an expression which will, te
inauy, aven acnong tîcose wio symp atzé ih
bis qcect, raisé the issue cf thé accuracy cf
tue conclusion reacher) in the lhéadlina hé usés.
lie writes

It in necéssary, in order Le know whather
there in imposition anywhere, te know thé
picics prevaiiing in the principal markets
through which grain movea in its progre f rom
thé wheat field te the consumner's larder ; Le
know them, at different periods of Lime, and
then te compare tirem with thé rates of trans-
portation prevailing for the carrnage cf wlîeat
frein one cf tise markets ta another. If thora
is auy great variation hetwecn thesa prices,
over aur) aboyé su amounit suficient te cover
te expeocf inoving the grain, thon saine-

body in seéuning an unjust profit.
Wu risk thé surprice cf thé writer of the fore-

going by questioning thé conclusion toutcher) in

Lice test sentence, but walva a dilscussien cf thé
point for tho moment ta repent saine ei the
data furailsîcér eitlein theý limite cf the fivo cul-
un article frein which we quota.

Demande upote eur spaca will net parmait the
reproduction of data as tu coet bi sieipping
whcat frein the f armera te Liverpool fer cauls cf
tice menthei cf Soptember, Octabor, Novainher
ancd De ea-ier in each of the yesrs 1899, 1890
aur) 1891, bunt it miy ba %voit ta nota in dotait
the cffort " tu, t.ia a bucalel cf wliaat frein tie
shipplng pouint uearest tire fari anr) tre l witic
it ta thé great central grain miarket cf thé ceanrd,
payiag t ho chearges on it ns cva gp, anuit aotiog
the aiecease in iLs Bellini prico."

Beginning wvith Crookstaa as a primary mar-
ket, the priée ef whest tuera for October, 1889,
is givan at 61 3c par busiiel. Jly the tirne f his
wheat renties Minneapcolis it salis fer 77e,
and at Diuith fer abolit 78c, iluctiîeg frein
trie Labulater) priée for a differoucé of grades.
That la ta eay, the Crcok-ten price ii trom 16
Le 17o Iess than the Duluth auIr Minneapelis
ptice, îBot thé freiglit rate front Crooketon te
Duluthi or Minneapolis is 17&a par liuadrcd, or
1ic~ par buchaci. A sieilar différcnce of about
17o prevailer) iu 1890 and cf cniy 13a in
1891. This shows a nearer approximation of
p rfce at co point te pnicé at anothar, plus thé
frcight rata beta-eca thein, tia in former
seasons. Tha margin ever aur)aboyé Lice reight
rate in other yéars sein tae é lu xca et al
ressonablé charges fer handiing. For Novoin-
bar thé différence was 15r ia 1889, 10a in 1890,
and 14o in 1891 ; and for Decenchor thé Crooks.
ton sud Minneapois priées varier) by 20c,
25c, and 20o in the threo yenrs repectively.

0c . Or bushel of whaat is now at
Duluth, and was wcrth thora, in thé préent
sesson, dedlucting an avorageocf 3c par hushel
froînt thé priées given in téo table, te cuver
the différence beI.wéen Lice grades cf Ne. 1 bard
and No. 1 uorthern, 91je in September. IL
ivas cvorth in that mni 'l.O04 in New York, or
13o more. But tha freight raté on wheat tramt
Dueluth te Buffaclo for Septeiner averager)
3 11-16c, aod frein Buffalo te New York thé
canai raté aversged about 4jc. Thé total
freight charge te tideevater %'as, theretoro, ap.
proxiinately Sa par hushel, and the rémaining
5c difierence in pricon goas to tiré accaunt efti u-
surance sud otîcar charges and te thé expence
cf leandling in Buffalo. Thé difféerence betwéén
thé New York sud thé Liverpool priée fer the
camne montb was neanly 24c., whi!é thé coat of
océan carniage, as wé havé sera, was oniy 9c
aund a sinail fraction.

In a suiumary efthLie toréegiLg is saaiai that
tho différence betwccu the Mlinneapolis sud Liv-
orpool prica in September in Lice ycar 1899 evas
36a par bieshel, to covér wlch théro woe
freights, lake,. canal sud ecean, aggregating
about 17c. Eiévater anr) loading charges at
Duluth rau frein li te lie pcr husheI. Tran-
chipeant and eievating chargés ou tIhe way
amnountecl Le about 2c per huchaI additionai.
Adding dedivéry charges at Liverpool, in-
cidentais and lasés, there wss a total fer
evcrything ccvering thé entira jouruéy fîir
Duluth te Liveérpool ef, sa>', "net more than
tronc 27 te 28e par huhai at tho mont libers)
estîmuiato." Vi th adifféýrencecf 36e parbushel
in the average mnarket priée fer tiré nconth, '"iL
acen rcasonahi clear thaet frein 8 Le 10o par
hushel fa lest in' the transfer ; cince thé allecv-
aucée inadé caver freights, transféra, olevato-
charges, primage, inaurance aud all incidentais,
Ieaving oaiy the intéreat on capital invcated te
hcaccouater) fe.-." Thére was, theroforo, su
unacéolintedl for balancé of 10a s huchai, which,
Licis reckouiag indicate.t ccs thé 81hriakago for
au éntiré neenth (Saptocuber, 1889) boI.ween the
fain valué sud the Lierpool priée.

Liko calcuistions ara rgiven iu détail for
Seî,ton-ber, Oetob.-r, lgovemnber sud for
December in ecleh of tho threo years namer),
atter whiéh, in generaiiziag tram thé exhibit, iL
le statéd that "fai tracing thé corcf a, hh
el ef whecat franc the pince of prodio La th.
ultituato market, that thora are addition, te
thé ct of iL as it, moves toward thé consumuer,
or subtractious frram thé priée cf it as wé pro-

cecd toward the farmer, whiclî arc net accotunt.
cd for by the cate of cardage, and which coula
hardly bo duo, oln wotild thitik, to appropria.
tion of profit by the ehippers and handlers af
grain"

WVe hardly think our ccntempnray lucceci4
ini disiffiesiiug tlîis point ly le yiaîg lit coulîl
hardly ha duo," etc ht woulil see,,î to lis, aven
alter a careful exininatian. of rté data given,
th iît a grod deal in ty rest on storag'a nuit coin-
mi4sions for haadling grain in transit not ex-
plained by the article tu wli'ch lie refur

The pepar te wiîich wu refor red'is that Il the
iloubt as te tha coiroctntp8 of this as au expi.
nation is borne ont aui fortified by a compari.
son cf variations in prices at the saine points in
diffieront years. TH's appoarsl te indicata that
the cvil is progressive; the.~ the force, wh ttever
it is, whioh gaveras them le soothing ont of
the ordinary courseocf trada ; but that, at any
rate, it bas beau equal te the task cf îeraventiog
a riso in Anierican prices ta correspond with
Eurapean prices te n amount of somnething
like 10O: a buthtl.'

Tharu hava heen chirges made-charRes cf
which wa know nothing-that a "&milling
ring," whatavar that m.s e, existe, enae
aile of which has beau, te leeé.p whaat prices
down during tha menths the I'oeeer Press
refers Lo-ttntil it, the "Iring," supplies
itself witb cbeap raw maLarial for fleur. »Did
our contemnporary explodé this notion during
its rescaruhes?--far it appears te have shown
that tho 'lunaire depression"' of whatt priées at
homne is more conspituous west than cast. Tiean
thora is the wél.belovcd anti.options bill,
which somne heirtieca wrotches have asorted
would, if passait, restriét thae hoe'nviheat mar-
ket te enliera, and exporters, eand se exiable
corne co (or more) te cLui f urther dopreas homo
prices-but wo anticipate.

Did aur invectigating contemparary follow
any actuel consignents of wheat front Fargo
or Aberdeen te Liverpeol auit Icara the rani
cnt ef meoving actuai stufi'? Focr, it cvili prob.
abiy admit, oe cannat well tell what a labarer
at a given city wvili ean in a year by muitiply.
ing data fourad in tables cf average day'd cvages
carned nt that point; neither maiy thé dstance
or veiccity cf a cannon ball ba determincd, with
the customairy data, if the charge is fircd and
the liall prDpeiied in a vacuumn; fer, t0 far as
lir eau judge, the foregoing calcuistiens have
beau madle on the theory of through n ipenîs
cf whnat from the fer west te Liverpool, based
on average transportation ratas, without taking
into acccunt whtt may happen in actual praé.
tice.

Fa instance : NuL ail the wiicat exportedl
goes thirough direct; much cf it stops once or
more Limes on the way; in stoe andi in sold
and resold, all cf wleich écosL monoy-though
just how largo a shareocf the oxported surplus
dose net go ahroad on Lhrough bis ef lad ing
frein primary mathets we confees wu de net
koow.

It wouid ba interesting te ca" how soon Lthe
maéhinary cf the grain traite wouid cie g wvith
ne middlémen between "Abardeen ana Liver-
pool"ý te nîcat the practical wants cf thé situe.
tien day hy day. In ciosing, permit us te re-
mind thé writor cf the article in the Pioneer.
Pr.cs-which, however, incompleto, is a distinct
addition te tho final clucidation cf thé problein
invclved, becausé cf wieat iL shewa in net re-
sponsibla for 'lundire depressio"-that "hat
speculation" may as wvcll ha ctricken tromn bis
uls cf alioger) possible causes at once. As fer
the existence cf weritern eicvator or oCher

bcigs"h probalily knows more abouti tbi*m,
if theré are any, thran wa do.-Bradsrets.

The Eastern ivindow.glass maur, ýjrers cf
the United States, it in reportea) in a press
telograin, indoraé the action cf thé Western
Manufacturera' Association, whichi, in Chicago
tast week, decider) ta chut down, ail factories
oniNMay 31 ana) remain !ii until October 15.

iIf LI'e ra te chut down frein àay 31 te
IOcteher 1.5 iu, enfevcéd it; will be thé longect
window-glass 8hut-down sinze thé long Btyikiý


