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THE COMMERCIAL.

PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE.

Murs. Martin, confectioner, is another unfortu-
nate ‘n business. She has made an nssigs ment
in fuvor of her creditors, and will proliably be
discontinuing business.

Mr. ’Hcll\amc is still experiencing some difhi-
culty or rather uncertainty regarding the sup-
ply of water in the artesian wells at his paper
mills, and he may yet have to sink much deeper
to secure a fullor supply.

R. Taylor, dealer in grdceries, is among the
unfortunate business men for the jast weck.
His place of business is in the bailiff's hands at
present. but it is hoped that he will be able to
make a favorable settlement and resume busi-
2E8s 500N,

On Wednesday the annual meceting of the
shareholders of ihe Portage Milling Company
was keld, Houn. F. Ogletree.  The report show-
ed that with the exception of about a few thou-
sand dollars all the calls upon stock had been
promptly paid up, and even that small ballauce
was expected to besecured very shortly.  Con-
sidering the short time the institution has been
iu runping order, the prospect of a liberal re-
turn on the capital invested is exceptionally
good, For these fucts your correspondent is
inpebted to Mr. R. Robertson, the Company’e
secretary.

There has been a decided slow state of busi-
ness in this town during the week, and as the
merchants have now recoveréd from the desire

" for rest, which followed the rush of the holi-

.

days, therc is a monotonous frelingamong them
and some are beginning to complain. The
weather has been very severe during a pdrtion
of the week, and has not been favorable for
grain receipts. Still quite a fair supply has
como to town. \Wheat has bLeen selling from
70c to T5c; oats 35¢ to 40c, and potatoes are
worth §0c a bushel, but very fcw have come to
towr owing to the cold weather.

Politics are helping to keep the t,wn lively,
and may add another business institution in the
shape of a newspaper ofice. The Marguette
Rericw has recently experienced deep convie-
tions of its former iniquity, and has joined the
ranksof the party of national honor and hiones-

" ty. . Somc auti-disallowance leaders are much

troubled over its sudden conversion, aud are
endcavoring to. tnake arrangemnents for the
launching of a new journal to represent their
political ideas. Mr. R. Watson, M. P.and Mr.
H. S. Patterson are mentioned as leaders in the
movement, but the whole affair may end in
smoke as soon as the excitement of the Provin-
cial election is over.

. @ ———— e -

BMERSON.

The question of the lecation of the G.P.R.
bridge across the Red River is not yet definitely
setiled, but is in a fair way of heing so.

The fuel question has bcen an important onc
during the recent cold snap, and owing to a
scarcity wood sold as high as £9 a cord.

Charles Full is again about to embark in hus-
iness here as an anctionter and general commis.
sion salesman. It is understood that he will be
Jjoined by a partner with considerable means.

, There have been no Lusiness changes of any

note during the week, the only.change being
ano of premises by Hepburn & Irwin, bankers,
who are moving into their new britk building
on Dominion street.

Business men have Jbeen complgining.- dunng
the wecek of quiet trade, and the stores have not
been making money very fast,” Inclement
weather has had much to do with this, and the
political fever is now high, and peoplo have no
time or attentioy to spare on trading. Grain
receipts have been rather light. The grain
buyers have fixed up their little grievance, and
wheat hus taken a tumble. The figures for it
now range 70c ‘o 73c, according ‘to quality.
QOats have been selling from 30c to*33c, | and bar-
ley has difficulty in ﬁndmg a market.

BRANDON.

Considerable interest is being taken in the
Local Elections, both candidates have been do-
ing the county and are confident of success.

The County of Brandon has purchased lots
at,che south of the town, (on the Vivian estate)
for the purpose of erecting substantial County
Buildings.

A. B. Ferrier, fruit dealer, has fzu]ed liabili-
ties about 1,200, the assets will not cover, his
liabilities. A Londom, Ont., firm will be the
chief losera.

Jumes A. Smart, one ofour:deadiug hardware
men is about %o erect s handsome brick block
where his f)rcsent store stands; work will be
Begun as soo: as the weather permits.

Tise supply of coal is Jarge, but of the poor-
est gquality.  Wood is somewhat scarce and is
advancing in price, very little wheat is coming
in on account of the coldness of the weather
here. ' ’

Geo. Ripple & Co.,
ing a brick store on Rosser Avenue in the spring
and if unable to procure laud at reasounable fig-
ures, will enlarge cheir preserit hardware store
on cighth street.

Cousiderable change is Leing made in the
freight offices of the C.P.R. here, they are be-
ing enlarged, as the present accommedation is
far too limited for the number of clerks reqnir-
ed to do the work.

Mr. Cook, the favarite m:mager of the Mer-
charnts’ Bank, here, has been offered the ac:
countantship at the Montreal office of that in-
stitution. Mr. Meridith, late mansager of the.
same bank at Regina, now manages here.

Business during tho past week'has been some”

what quict, the mugh weather has, ppc\_'cnted.
the farmers from comiug into town, and immi..

gration is at a standstill; tho mcrchants, _how-
cver, arc ordering large stocks for the spring
trade, which is expected to be very large.

The Brandon Club has got into temporary
trouble, an 1 & number of. partics with: claims,
sgainst the proprictors, arc pressing for pay-
ment; the money,however, will be forthcoming,
as ono of the owners is wealthy and inteands
sparing no pains in making the institution a
success. At tho present time, however, the
imerchants feel somewhat nntasy’ 6n account
of the large amount of the liabilitics. Seve-
ral Wintipeg wine dealers are interested
to a considerable oxtent; ‘

also contemplt;te build-

K()TES FROM INDIAN HEAD

Under date of Ja.uunry 6th, a correspondeui
has sent us the following: ..

“The weather being fine during the past
week around lLere, and several townships of .the
richk lands in this district having come_into
market, ‘there has been quite anexcitumiunt
among the numerous squatters, who, on hear-
ng the news took train for Qu'Aappelle, in
flocka, to make their entries at the Land Office
there.

** Ridesdale & Whulen are putling up & large
ico house, which they will no doubt be able to
fill, and be in a position to supply ice to the
neighbouring towns during the coming summer,

- +¢Several parties are busily engaged getting
their lumber in readiness to build as soon as the
town site is surveyed, which it is hored wxll he
at 4 very early date.”

Slow’ Transporlation

It is now within the rcach of Winnipeg
wholesale houses to secure an extensive bhusi-
ness in Prince Arthur’s Landing aud ather
points on the western shore of Lake Superior,
and already several have opened up connnec.
tions there, and have laid tbe foundation of
what must prove a Jarge and profitable trade.
The great complaint, however, isin connection
with the uncertainty regard the forwarding of
freight by the CP.R. A Wi innipgg wholesale
house shlpped & consignment of gquls to Prince
Arthur’s Landing on December 8th,:and up to
the close of last weeek they had not reached
the consignee. The shippers say they could do
a heavy business in that town, could they only
guarrantee the delivery of goods within two or
threc weeks after they are ordereds but they

“have no certainty about when shipments will

reach there.

The carrying trade in nerchandise from
Winnipeg to Lake Superior must prove one of
great value to the C.P.R., and wholesale deal-
ers here shounld have every advantage in their
favor to enable them to compete with houses
in Ontario and Quebec. Of course the offiicials
of the C.P.R., are not regponsible directly “for
the delays complained of, as the line from Rat
Patage to the lake is yet in the hands of the
confractra. . Their influence with the contrac.
tors, howover, might accomplish, and we hope,
anq have reason to believe they will employ it
in mmgahng if théy cannot obviate the de-
lay It is their interests to do so, and there is

no doubt but they willattend to the maucrc
B Y S
There have been some statements mrcn'latcd

recently that the movers in tho x,.t N Ww.
railway charter were actuated'-By:~personal
motives, and that now their cnlh\hxum iz very
low. The fact that the linc is nop' .supcrﬂuoz.s
will account better for the presentapathy.
Frox the.cotton and woollen manufacturing
districts of the Eastern United States rcport,
.arc daily iuncreasing .of stagnation in- these
branches. Itis cstimated that sronnd Phila.
delphia alone 10,000 operatives are thrown idle,
and over 50,000 arc only partially employed.
Employers talk scriously of a heavy reduction
in.wages, and insuch a casc a genera strike xs
inevitable, SR e




