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BRITISH COLUNBIA LETTER.
(Corvrespondence of Lhe CANABA LUNMBSANMAN )

VANCOUVER, B.C., September 26, 1904.
— The depression in the lumber businese
has been the cause of a cut in prices of
lumher in this city, and the war has been
carnied on by the milimen until now figures
are in many injtances as much an 3 per
cent. off the list price. It all started in
one firm giving a price below the schedule
agreed upon by the B (. Lumber and
Shingle Maonufscturers' Association, and
to which all the members subscribe, and
of another when hearing it going it still
lower. Shlnglu are being so!d for $1.35
undllso *‘There a.e times, ’ one of the

facturers said on Satur-
dly, ‘‘when most of us fee) we should be
put in an asylum uniil this irrational feel.
ing has worn off. Wae know we are hurt.
ing ourselves and lho trade, but still we
4o ahead. ’

A feature of the depression in the log-
givg industry is the cornering of the avail-
able supply. Especially is this the case
incedar. Most of the independent loggers

are in financial dificulties, and ni~ce the
goveri.ment has refused to allow export,
they have 10 wait until conditions bright-
en. They have stopped cutting, and those
who have the money nre now quietly buy-
ing up all the cedar and the fir. Ry spring
logs may take a big jump and will be very
high if the winter in as unfavorable as 1. st
in getting out timber.

Export of lumber is mnall,
now loadirg is only three vers '« the ‘ew-
est on record. They are the Harold and
Halewood a1 Hastings mill, and the Olive-
bank at Chemainus. Three charters ounly
are reported, the William 1. Talbot, the
Admiral Tegelboti and the Halboa. A
record was made in loading the Olive-
bank. She tonk on 3,5 7,000 feet, the
larsest cargo cover shipped at Chersinus,
and this was put oc. through one hatch by
the Victoria & Vancouver Stevedoring
Company in 22 lay-day:, an average of
114,000 foet per day.

Severs' 1. ill fires have taken place dur.
ing the moath. The mill at Kamloops of the
Ksmloops Lumber Company, of which

The fleet

George McComuck, M.P.,
was burned, with a loss of $20,000. Some
lumber was also burned. Mr. G. F. Fowler,
M.I%,, is on his way west, and when he
arrives it will be decided whether the mill
will be rebuilt at Kamloops or Savano.
Messrs. Braden & johnston, who have a
il at Suimon Army, jost the plant and ail
their lumber, The losz will be about
82,500, with no insurance. Mr. McCor-
mick, when he heard of the mistortune,
kindly offered to supply them with a boiler.
They will rebuild 50 as to be ready to cut
early in the spring. A watchman slept at
the No. 1 mill of the King Lumber Com-
pany, near Cranbrook, and the mul was
burned, he escaping with difficulty fr.m
the buming building. No lumber or logs
were burned. Loss $15,000, with some
insurance. The Capilano Lumber Com-
pany, opevating about seven miles from
the mouth of the Capilano aver, from
which Vancouver getsits water supply, has
suffered the loss of its saw mill.

Mr. ). Taylor, principal owner of the
Arrowhead Lumber Company, has gone
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The Rat Portage Lumber Co., Ltd.
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Mille at RAT PORTAGE and RAINY RIVER, Omtario, WIRNIPEG, Manitoha, and VANCOUVER, Sritish Columbia.

Our Vancouver Mill cute High-Grade Cedar, Fir, Spruce and Red Cedar Shingles.

Correspondence solicited at ali four points.
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