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Thie Council o! the 1"loik-iore Society aie organizîng a Folk-lore Con-
grcss in London, t0 tacet in September of nexl. year, initier tIme liresidency
of lt[r. Andraw Lang. TIme prelirnînary stcps nie moiv lîaing coniploted, and
the organizing cornmittec wil lîold thîcir first inueîîîg nuxi weck. Mr. C.
G. Lcland is noîv in London, and is acting iih the Society in thmis niatter.

Public (4)iiioet says that, the iibrary of the 1People's, Palace, Lonîdon, lias
been îîsed by 204,6.17 peop)le since January lasî, anmd thie isFue of books
amounted t0 35,558. On Snndays 27,228 persdns hamve~ availtd thetnselves
ofh'ie librery and rcading roin. Over i,Soo volumes have beau Iîrcseiittd
by varions dollars, sud tlie Wilkie Collins Memîmoial Fifd lias he-e ex-
pendcd in procîîringa libra-y of. sta.ndard niovels. 'l'ie chie! item of inm:crest,
liowever, lies in the statenicut that thcre is a îmarked iniproveient ini the
claas of rcading; and a steady groiving demtnid foir teehumcal and scient m fic
literatura. This sîmeake %veit for the intellectuai 1p<ogress of tlle Emîglisli
people.

Tolstoi's IlKreutzer Sonata,"l lias been receiving a prodigiotis amounit o!
free adverlising in the tUnited States, tlîe effect o! tvhich lias been to largely
increa3e ils sale. Postmaster-General MVatinamakcer lids forbiddcun its
transmission through the mails, and a lot of copies %vero seizcd in Newv
York by direction of Anthony Conîstock. As the Magistrate, lifter exami-
nation, pronounced that there ivas nothing in the book ta hurt anyone's
ruorais, the books ivero returned to the vendors, wlmo proinised to stop 8elling
thern in a sensational niannar. If ail thir, excitenient over the book hid
not beau aroused, probably very feu' people would have carcd to read il, for
it la said ta be simply nasty, and flot at aIl intercsting.

Vie clip froni Iim.pericl Fedieration the folloving item :-" It is a won-
derful îvork for a little country liko Canada to bnild ils Canadian
Pacific Line. But lu a tbousand wsys i. ha% been a blessing flot
inrely to Canada, but t- thc British comnmunity at large." Il Utle colin-
try," indecd! Does the Record know that according to hIle latest estimate,
froni data supplied by Governuient surveyors, the arca o! Canada is
3,519,000 square miles, the land surface boing cslimnatcl ant 3,379,000
square miles. Canada comprises one-fonrtcenth part o! the land snrface o!
the earth, the Dlominion is nearly thirty Limes as large as tîmu thole of the
United lCingdom, and Canada la 5oo,ooo square miles larger than the
United States, 'vithout Alaska. 0f course, the groatncss of aur country, in
comparison îvith our population, makes the construction of tà'c Canadian
Paciflc Railway a rnuch more Ilwonderful work " than if vie %vcre the
"littie country " the Record speaksa of

lhoso who rcluctantly abstain from cating the proverbially Ilcoo 1"
cucumber bocause of ils allcged indigcstibility will be glad 10 hear wlhat an
niedicai English paper h-.sto0say on the subject. «"Maý,ny people," it says, l'are
tînder thc impression that cucumber is vcry indigestible, and %vhen they eal
it they do sa under protest, and iwith approhaonsion o! possibly dire conse-
quences. Iloiw this delusion can have arisen iL is difficult in say, unleas lu
be that cucumber is often eaten witli salinon and other indigestîble table
friends. It is flot tho cucumuber, lîowcvcr, but the saînion that site so hîeavify
on aur stomach's throne. Cucumber, in fact, is very digestible when eaten
properly. IL cannot indeed bu otherwise îvhen i. is rcmenibercd thnt it
consists znainly of watcr, and that those parts îvhich are flot %valtr are
sîrnost exclnsivcly celîs of a very rapid growth. In catîng cucutuber it is
well In dut it int thin slices and to masticate thcmn îhoronghly. Even the
vinegar and the pepper that are s0 ofuen added t0 it arc of service to the
digestion if not talion in exccss." llow pleasant IL is to have the asburamce
of a medical jom'nnal that cucuniber is whoiesome. IL slmould have added,
howcver, that tne:ý, are cucumbers and cucumbers. They must be gathered
in the cool o! the niorning and eatcn the saine day to bc eilîher tasty or
digestible. A cucumnber kept longer than twenty-fonr hour8 afuer being
pick-ed frorn the vine ]oses ils flavor and becomes tough and indigestible.
IL i probably theceating o! stale cucumber muore than thc I. table friands"
it usnally accompanies that bas given il the bad naine lb îîossescs.

Somne o! our Provincial conîcnîporarics are conccrned over the îvay in
which the St. John Press is speaking o! Halifax haibor, and sCCni 10 think
that the press of 11alifax ouglit t0 reply to tht sianders against our mnagnifi-
cent harbor. A Cape Breton paper says :-«I We îvould suggcst tha: the
press of boîh Provincial cieis acknowledgc first that Sydney harbor la a
betier harbor than citber St. John or Halifax, ofter xvhich tlmey shonld Icave
il ta the editor of this paper ta decide the disputcd question butîveen Rali
fax anîd St. John. Of course tht fricnds o! Louisburg %vould vrant to bc
htard froni, but we wouid g: ie the ' bun ' t0 ].ouisburg over the otîmers at,
the outstart, and therefore flot alloiv it ta come into competition." Our
friends need not concern themlelves se leeply. There is no competitian,
and 'when we hear oui' harbor malignedl by envious tongues we can afiord ta
smile. Trulli i mighty, and may as woli prevail now as nt a-ay other time.
Our harbor stands uurivalled on the North Atlantic coast, if nat in the
worid, and to those vrho dwcll by ils sparkling 'waters it is "la thing of
bcauty ' and "la joy forever." Whm le we claim pre-cnincnco for ourown, we
are not so rucan as ho belittle the rny other fine harbors o! aur country,
and cspecially o! out own Province. This is a business too sinali for any
respectable ncwspaper, and vcry nauseating ta the unfortunate readar. Our
country shouid bc flrst, last, and always, îvith us, anmd it cannot do any good
to try and run down any portion o! il.. ]y tho way, our Cape Breton
friend says Ila portion o! the St. John press me just cow dirccting aecdge.
4êmmet blows at Halifax barbor." "lSledgc-hamnmer blows"I is gaod.
W bat a great splash thcy would ruakc ; but tîxat is about ail thc damage
thel coId do, Watcr àe fot usually atuackcd in that way.

'l'le follotving decision iwaR latcly arrived nt in the %Vest J.ondon (I 'ug.7
lanîd) Police Court. *1'lrcc men %veto 8tinioned for travelling firat-class on
the (rcat Western Une wvith necondt.class ticketq, and refusing to pay tie
ditïcrence in fare ivlien requested to (Io so hy a duly aîîthorized servant of
tho railvay conun iny. 'l'le case tigainst thorm Ilaving been fully piroved
they were absolved f-.on the offence chargcd, on the protind that the ticket-
collcior, by asking thei for tho cxccss fare, liad cc'ntloncd the fraud for
which they inight othcrwvise have bcen lield rcsponsible. Tile decision of
the Mlagiîtr.îtt certainly sceins to place the dislîonest pesa wlio is tiavel-
litig in a railway carri:îge Riiiierior to thit for liicli lie lias takien a ticket iu
nu exceptionaI position. If no deniaîd ig nmade uipon hini (or hIe extra
tare thelî tlle lter reste, but if an nfficial of' Ille colpaiîy lie is derr.iuding
rcqtîircs hlm to iake his defalcation good by paying the dîfference betîveeîî
the fare vhmicli lie ha.. actual:y paid and uhie fare which ho should hîave plid,
the fraud is «it once condoned, and hie can snap his fingers at the corporation.

'fil gaule of lacrosso i3 coming in for condenînation on MI sides on
account of the terribly rough handiing the players give amuI receive. The
t'anadian Pr&Èyeriiiii lias the fol lowing to say aboutit :-'l Young Canada
should stop playing lacrosse or stop splitting one anotlîer's heads open.
Time doiwnriglit brutality dit;played in several recont matches was a disgrace
to ail parties concerned. If the spoit is te be wilnessed by any bat the
loivest roiwdies of the country such exhibitions must stop Athietic spgrt
within reasonable limitations is a good thing. To be great a nation must
have muscle as wvell as brains. That Canadians should have national sport
is righit enotîgh, but Canadians do not wnant a national sport several degrees
worse than a Spanislî bull figlît. Manly ganes arc quito possible without
violence or rowdyisin. Who ever heard of rowdyisni in connection vaith
cricket or curling ? IL is bad enough ta sce a noble horse abused on the
race course, but a hîuman being is supposed ta b_- worth more than a race
horme. If it is impossible to play lacrosse without such scenes as those
lately %vitnessed, then let ail respectable people stop) patroniz.mng the garne,
and it %vill soon die otut."

From tîme North China lerald it ivoîîld tpilear that tîme Chineste farnîing
classes are iu perpetual difliculties, white the 8mail traders ivork on such a
narrow margin tîtat frequent accommodation is essential. 0.1 tic otther
band, the balances in the hands of creditors are en sinali that no one eau
afford to leave hie mnoney out of caîl for more than a few monîlîs. Finally,
the universal habit is to avoid discharging liabilities if possible. So at
New Year's lime. when ail debts are supposed ta be setled, there is a gaina
of bide and seek. Creditors liunting reluctant debtora are themselves
hunted L-y creditors of their own. Time only period of brief respite i Neiw
Year's Day. The double anxiety of a Chinamnan in the Il' 121h mioon " is to
find some one eIsc, aîmd flot to bc fonnd himself. It is to the interest of
ail parties that no dlaima for debt should gel into the courts of iaw, for this
wotîld mean not only the loss of the debt but also of the rest of thIe property
of the litigants. To avoid thec creditoraltogether is a prime object oi miny
debtors ai this period of the year, and inany are thc tricks rcsorted ta. On
Newv Yeat's Day, or one soon after, the Chinese debtor who succeeds in
cvading or parryingthe claims of his creditor may passibly caîl upon hini,
or the creditor may possibly caîl upon the debtor. Each is arrayed in his
best, and each is full of polite phrases. The ereditor miy bo inwardly
sivelling with wrath and indignation at his debtor's ecaape, wvhite the debtor
for his part may be full of smiling self complucency. l3ît neither the one
nor the other 'çould ever dream of alluding to suc> affairs at this festive
turne. Business is interdicted by the law of the realin, and si> the debtor
walks the earth with a sense of freedoni to vrhich lie lias lon," been a
strenger.

A writcr in the Cinada ~S)ectator contends that beatity and brain seldani
go together, and cites many instances to prove bis contention. 01 the
beautiful faces, those mnost notcd for their physical perfection, such as the
Circassians, the Aucient Grecks, the Africami tribe of Nyarsaland, who arc
as perfect as bronze statues, and others, lie says, are gentrally stupid
intellectually. The Arrican trille especially arc as ignorant as filites, and
have nevor risen to tîxe conception of c!othes of anuy kind. I.Jn tho other
hand lie states that the Chinese, the Gernians, the Jcws, and other nations
flot distinguished for good looks, carry off the palm for brains, knoivledge
and cleverness. Ttmat Lhote is lunch truthi in this stateinont cari easily b.-
proved by looking ai. thc portraits of many of the men and women 'vlo
have distinguished theniselves intellectually. L'cauty is rare among tîm.
In the last century,8 says our authority, '* the ablest men in E urope werc

remnatkabie for a certain supcrflaity of flesh, of vhich Gibbons' fice is the
best known and most absurd crample, and in <jur own lime intellect, ovcn
hucrditary intcllctî, ie conist4ntly fotînd dissipated froin good looks, even from
distinction, saime of the ablest mon being externally hcavy and gross, and
sorie of thc ablest ivomen znarkcd by an indefinitencss of cheek and chin,
as if thcy had been monlded by the lingots in pntty. Science can no miore
make a Circassian than a otie-legged race, and thc physical atttibutes, like
thc grace o! God, arc independent of thinking. If they %vore flot, wc
should sorte day liavè a race o! hcroes indecd, stalking among lesser mien,
as Kingsley depicts hie Goths stalking anîong the far more quick.wtd and
better-cultivatccl Alexandrians. An cntire race like Alexander the Great,
tîme man in whom, of ail mftnkind, brain Ijover anu physîqo wcrc unitcd in
their highest perfcctness, would soon bc more intoîcrable than the Venetian
aristocracy whom Dr. Disraeli dcridcd, denounced and worshipped." It
wonld indced bc unfair if bramty and intellect %veto invariably unitcd. Ail
have not ihe samne giftr. and for the gencral good it is iveil sa. That there
are saine notablo exceptions to the rulc dors flot alter the conclusiona that
beauty nd braine arc aeldom united.


