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r1~A r~ rlTT., IOn mie of these occasions, wlien I had put xny head up the hatchway to
A TA E OF TIIE SEA . sec if ail ivas well, I iioticed the skipper standing ait %vith his glas in his

cyo looking long and liard at sonle distant object; and following the
%Ve %vote sitting one stunny morning on the esplanade ait Weymlouth, li dirction of his tc1c-copo 1 saw a speck wliiclî could be nothing else but a

deur old fricnd Colonel Ranway and I, vratching irl interest the movcnicnts ship).
of an unusually large vessel nt sonie distance fromi the land. Accustomed "Ilillo 1 captain," eaid I, "la stranger in 8ighit 1"
in sec vessels of ail sizes and builds, 1 knew at once ilhat silo ivas no inere " Yes," said lie quictly ; Il site is coining up with, us fast. She must be
nierchantînan ; and for soule lime, as she approachcd little by littlc, and bringing up a breeze with lier, or ivo are running out of the wind which suie
showed a lofty stde and a forest of spar.q, both the colonel and t were stili ltnldls. A short time agn we could unly see lier topsails, and flo% bi
incliiied to think lier n large ironclad, probably detached from the Channel huil is rising. Take a look at lier," ais lie handed the glass to mie.
Flct. But as her distance lessenied, and we sav îlîat lier lofty sides wcrc 11 d ooe. She soemed a simali brig or brigantinîe witli very square
paiîîted wh'lite, and werc scored along their whole length witli srall square yards, and she wvas, as lie said, overhauling us fast ; but ollier titan that 1
ports-, we knew ibiat she %vas one of tiiose great Indian troopships eniployed could flot tel].,,
by the Adiniraliy fo'r tic special îîurilose of carrying our soldiers in saféty "'l'lie wind is failing fast," said our sk<ipper 1 an% afraid it witt eînd
and conifort te or front our Eastern dependency. Presently she rotinied iii a dead calm."
tlie Breikwater, headed for tîxe ainchorage in Portland, aînd in doing so I did not answer; I mer ly ruslied dowvx beloîv witli the eagernes.s of
passcd belîind tlie North Fort and out of siglit. youth. 1 sày, a sail 1 you feilows-that looks like nearing land, eh ?-Miss

IlAhi, my dear nindani," said tlie colonecl, as lie reîîîoved and wiped lus Dsalî 1 a salit You'Il sec il right rft ; the captain rlîinks the wind is falling.
glasses, Il bey take more care of ili E Bilish subaitern nowadays than they and away I tushed ou deck again to inspect anew the interesting etrangez.
did wlîen 1 joined the service. Kollody had ever heard of a troopsliip in I 1was surprised flot to sec Ille skipper anyîvhere about the declc; but
iliose days ; wan just look a passage in any vessel that %vas available, no following the cyo of thc mari at .tle wheel 1 lookcd aloit, and saw hirn
mialter if she is fit for tlîe %work or flot; and where tlîese ships take wecks settliDg hiniself down in the crosstrees and lovclling luis glass once more.
we used to take nionîlîs, ani regard ir as a matter of course." [-le, ton, wvas interesteJ iu lier, iliat ivas evident. Prcsently lie closed bis

IlVes," said I ; Il1 hîave ofien read of difficulties, and even dangers, glass, came down from aloft, and said to the first mate: ,'Mr. i3royn, stxu.
incurred by our troops on their Indian voyage ; but 1 used to think themn sails I'
probably greatly exaggerated." IlHoîv glad we were ! %Ve loved ta sec the stunsails set, and to fet

Il Exnggeratcd, sîîadami "' quote tlie colonel horly. IlSay, rather, not a that tie little sliip ivas doing ber best to bring lier long 'voyage to an entd,
tenth part was bold. I once, o11 my fir.t voyage, encountered perhaps thc and our captain wvas anxious to be in port. The extra canvas puiled hel
most bloodthit.ly pirate that then sailed Uie seas?" along considerably fitster than she had goue before ; but it ias evident tluai

IHow terrible !" 1 cried. '* A pirate i I tliought a vessel carrying Ille breeze vas fading away both with us and with the stranger. for the glas
troops %vould be ccrtainly safe front sucli anl attack." showed thût she ton had stunsails. As the evening camne dowvn the wind

IlStay II" intcrrupted the colo..el. IlI have flot said that th.- ship was feil to almost nothing, and initsh place an exceedingly hcavy ground-swei
full of armed lroops ; though eveîi iii îlat case she miglît lbe unequal tn the got tri, on wliich our litie ship rolled aîîd squartered in a most rcstless and
lask of drivitig offl determined pirate. But the case I 8rn speaking of ivas uncomfortable inanner.
very différent, and if you care to hear it 1 ivill tell il. to you."l "lAs jr was impossible to remain comfortably on deck, the alîip rolled so

I sbould like it ver>' iiuucl," I saud ;"the attraction of a sîary of real incessautly and so ivildly, 1 tvent bclow, turnd in, and tried to s1eep, btr,
lifo is ton great in bu rcsisted." the motion of tlie sbip made it almost impossible. Again and again I wok,

"lVery wvell," said the old colonel; blîc you slîall have il, whethor through the hot uight, and in the occasional intervals of noise. fancied 4
wortby of yotir interest or not. You miusi know," lie conîinued, Il tlîat wvhen heard tbe skipper's voice giving orders on deck,biîr this T supposod ivas mercil
I joined the army - more than fifty years ago - I ivas gazetted to a imagination. At last at about flve.à -1. 1 could stand it no longer-my buni
regiment ilhet cjuartered in the \West Indics ; and on making inquiries as 10 was intolerable ; and, tossing on~ ny cloîhes, 1 scrambled as best 1Iouý
rny passage 1 was informcd iliaI a vessel would slîortly sait for that station, up the ladder and staggered cautiously aft.
and thal some othier officers belonging ta my owui and olhier regimonts IlGood morning, captain. Nýot a breaili of wind, eh ? and she e
would take a passage in ber. She %vas a barque of about seven hundred rolling %vorso than ever, 1 think Ah, there's our friend !'" I added, as l
tons called the Al4fred, and 1 joined lier at Gravesoiid. A smart, trim, tite lookced in the direction of Ilie stringe vesse]. Il Scomu nearer than last nigý
craft she vas ; end lier captain prided liimself on lier appeaxance, and airer ail. Wlîat do yon make of hier ?"
inspiîed bis rin with the saine feeling. 1 found tîvo or tlirce young felloivs I don't like the look of lier at aIl," said lie', very gravely and in a lin
going out like inyself ro join their rcgîrnents , a marritd major %vith bis voice. I don'r %vish In alarmi you unnecessarily, but 1 neyer sair a crÉ
wîife and clîild and bis sister in.latv , and tuo ottier ladies going la join their of more suspiclous appearance. She is suîowing no colors, thoughi on-
husbands abroad. As uisual, ive were sliorthanded enouglu as regards the îvcre hoistcd at dayliglit ; shc cardes a great number ai guats for a vesz
crcw, who barely numbcred twenty ail told. erîpioyed in trade ; she bas a perfect swarmn of nien on board ; and ih

Il juît before 1 went down ta, john the shl, a terrible taîle of outrage is more," addod bie. qinking lus voice so tliat not even the mani at tîo îvhet
upon îice higlu sioas had occupied th'e mitids of ail in England, for the paîîers coutl licar hîm, Ilsue is terribiy like hIe description of the craft whichi
ivere full of the horrible srory of the discoveyy of île .Mlorning Star, and supposed t0 have taken tlie M1orninq. Star!"
of the îragedy that vas revcalcd îîhcn that unliapipy vessel mas boarded "lFor an instant my blond seemned ta rush back te nîy heart and Cou1gd
as a derehict. If I remuember ariglît, they %lîo were told off. to board and there ; bnt 1 nîastered nîy excitement and concealed il as b!st 1 inigâ
examine tue ipparenîly dcsertcd ship fournd, on enîering tue saloon, lier i11 I "Wbat can we do ?" said 1 in a low vaîce.
fâted officers and passengers A.tting back ta back around the long table, "INot mucli, I fear," rcturned lie caimiy. IWTe have Iwo go
closely lashed in pairs, each iil his tiaroat gaslied from car ta car 1And carronades, but a very striait suppiy of 8liot and powder, and if it carnet
ilhere were fair and delicate girls amotîg lhin oo 0-none splared-not one ! fighring in ther way lie couuld lie off and sink us aI lus lusure But k
And the flends who hall dons ihis dced hll aîtemPtcd to scutulle the shil) son't do that; that is tiot, his business-be mîust fie first and <iial de
tlîatishe might sink and carry ail evideîîce of tle awful crime down to thc wards ; and if ir conles ta lioarding-God bclp) !-Say norhing aboil
bottoni cf tlue sers, Io join the sad list of vebsels iluat arc posted as ' missing' dommu beloîv to tbe ladies," he added. IlThey iiI lnow it, if it is true,h
noue knew how or wlierc. But Providence willed iL otbcrwise. too soion as ir is ; but you might giî'e a bint ta your brother officers."

IlWtfll, as 1 say, it was tbis srory that iras in the ininds and mouilîs of IlWith a beavy heatt I made my way to the liatcbway to 'irisper di=o
us aIl as ire gatbered flrst around tie table in the Afred's saloon, and the and terror ta my friends below. %Vhat a terrible breakfast that was' 7:
wcaker expressed strang appreblensions of a similar fate befalling us on aur sut îvith the ghastiy secret weigbing down mny heart like lead, and hearà
lonely voyage ; and some wba .werc strong of beart tried to laugh down the gay chaîter of the ladies as tbey anticipated a spcedy arrivai, laid out tm'
notion ; and others even ruade as if lhîcy mauld desire such a meeting. tha plans for the future, and raliied tro and tbe ather men an aur want of sp.à
they inighî'wreak vengeance npoui such demons. Our gaod litile captali We tried after breakfast by varions excuses t0 keep then down below;t
said nothint, or ai any rate very lilîle ; but, as me aftcnvards fotud, bc tbcy laughed us aside ; and gaily scrambled up the hatchway 10 renew CE
triade evezy inquiry iliat mas possible as ta the appearance, size, armnament and acq,,aintance îvith the stranger, fuît of cager hope that shte migbb b* lwi':b»
habitat af the pirstc-ship ta whichib tis dced vas ascribrd. Then we saulcd; speaking distance. How they iaugbed ta sec hem rail 1111 ber copper sluor
ind for the dlrst timie I cxpcnicnced the delicions pîcasuire of swccping clown bnigbt and radiant haîf way to lier kecl.; how rhey piied the skipper r
Channel îvith a fresh and fair svind, the Engiish coast spreading out before questions about bcr ; vcntured tn imagine ibat she might have frielliii
us frein the Forthanul Ia the Stant, as me rushed along boum after hour, Ileïrs an board, and finaliy waved their handkcerchiefs Ia bher in
bright suit ovemliead, tight lirilo sbip underfoot, yauing blood in my veins, guiîelessness !
aund ail the ivorld before nme Wh'lat wonder then ibat ere we were clear of Il& uA t Ls te captain made some excuse for rcquesting the ladies
ihe Channel ths ghastly mystery of the 3fornii.,- Star was pretty ncamiy retire beiow, and having succeeded in bis abject took, ns ail mbt bis cou
crased fromu my niemraay, crowdcd out by the thousand new scnsations and laid tlie malter before us.
conseqiient upon ibis new departure in my life. IlIf, as 1 bave every roason ta fecar, genîtlemenî," said bc I he craft

"M ll wefl well 'wiîh us; no hurricane came dowu to, drive lis slmugglîng of us is a pirate, ire must face thc fact and try and make sanie Plu
in the wild wbirl of waters - Ille wind mas Dlot ainays fair, nor the sky escape. At presenit I believe me are sais front bini as long as tbis caiam

always brigbt, but the monotony of the: voyage vas disturbed by no menace this treunendous grorund-swell last. He cannot corne any nearers there
of dirFaster. At last a day came %çrben aur lurîle captaîn ai breakfast no wmnd : hc cinnot boist out bis beaut and 10w up la us in sO fi avyl.
snnounccd ta us tbiut if thc wmnd lield fair and strang ire migbt hope ta bly idea is iliat lic will wait for the rail ta go down and the breeze to
reach aur destination in another forty-eight hours ; and ta us, more thau up, and thert takze us ai his case, knowing that we cannai escapc nOw.
satifiîed as ive wme with our experience af the sca, weary of beingcooped up there lire anc or twa tbings in our favor: he cannaI have been waitlfll
in se small a ru-sel, and fuil of eag- r desire ta sec the wonders ai thc forcign i s, for our cafgo mould be worthless ta him. He bas probably falleaug
land, the announcernent vas delighttul , and oftca and anxîously did we pop us by accident, and he will want ta know wbaî we are before ho altach,
up from below and cast a glance around to sec if the wind stîll bcld fair. Vessels of bis trade have occasionaîly caugbî a tartar, and they leas 1


