TIHE ABSTAINER.

A

tempts were made to precure some very sub~!
ordmate sphere, where the pen was in_ use, -
but withont success. e suddenly disap-’
peared, partly, I dare say, trom the thought
that he ‘was a heavier burden on my benevo-
lenee than he really was, 1 was sull in the
receipt of some assgistance on his behalty but
was straetly enjoined to keep him ignorant of
such; as i former instances they had  been
unpressed with the idea that his knowledge of
this had exerased & most injurivus etlect up-
on lum, This assistance was furthe r cked out
through the hindness, now and again, of some
of lus tortier acquamtances, whose generosity
haed been frequently taved.

One afternoon, when [ had got the visiting
of the so far over, [ went into tea, and found
my tricwel awating my coming ; his appear-
ance was again <adly distressing,  Thad room
tor doult that he had again begun to take
diomk, though e at the same ume assured
e he had to part with his respectable cloth-
ing 10 keep hun from starving. . Shortly atter
thes, e became an inmate ot the  Inhirmary,
bemyg sorely diseased 1 body  through the
poserty of Jus blovd.  Atter a'sojourn there
ut some weehs, he was disebarged.

Tune wore ongand Isaw hur 'esy frcqucntly.
Oune day 1 bad a message sentme by & worthy
merchant in the aty, an ol acquarntance of
our reduced lrother, and one who often nun-
istered to lis necessiies. He inguired when
L had seen Mi.———, he intormed me that he
hat heard he was dead, and begged ot me, of
possible, 1o weertam the truth ot the report.
In the coutse ot my nguirries, I went to the
Chanity Work-house, and there I tound him

not dead certamly—but at death’s gates —
he had recently been admitted an inmate
withm its walls, having been found 1n a state
ot extreme destitution. £ fost no time in in-
tormung thus gentleman of the circumstance,
who imediately proceeded to the place, and
il all that contd ve done in making nis pas-
g 10 the grave, so far as creature comtorts
were roncerned, as tranquil as possible, but
his sun was fast setting ; there was no mistak-
iny that death was at hand, though it was not
till the evening of the second day that
his spmt departed.  Ob, what a spectacle’
who could have thought that the emaciatea
furm there, on the pauper’s couch, was e
once mituential and atentad Mr——. Yet so
it was. [ ~pent no small portion of my time

sepulture, we undid the lid of the cothin in

which he lay, and having thus distin-
guished the deceased from  the addi-

tional corpses that were also to be taken, we
wended our way through the busy crowds
who thronged the thoroughtares, whilst the
hearse drove on at hand, and this, alas! was
the end of Mr. ! once the companon and
adviser of men ot distinetion—he who used
to legislate, and guide, in the aftairs belonging
to God’s House. ~ A paupers grave his tomb
Nay, not a grave—a put, suflivientdy deep to
recetve one upon another, the five accom-
panying cotlins, with their corpses.  In this
we saw him lud, and turned our steps back
to mingle »uud the city's busy throng.

Ah! some ten years Lefore, had tus gentle-
man beet told ot the awful descent he would
make—and that he whose company was court-
ed by the atiluent and the godly, would be fol-
lowed to the grave in such aircumstances,may-
bap,he might have exclaimed, * Is thy servanta
dog 7 Ob, that others would be warned n
time, lest a similar tate be theirs, whatever at
present may be  their worldly standing and
prosperity. Ol Drink, cursed Drink, how
potent thy spell'— Glasgow Christian News.

THE LATE JAMES STIRLING.

James Stirling was born in the parish of
Strathblane on the 6th of March, 1778.
When but a boy, he was hired out to act as a
herd.  The vecupation was congenial to his
lively inugination and thirst for knowledge
Seldom did he go out to the moors without
taking with him a book, such as the Pulgrim’s
Progress, Scot's Worthizs, Flavel’s Husban-
dry Spiritualized, or some other work of gen-
eral hterature.  Thus (here was fostered that
devotional sentiment and love for study which
uever ceased to exert an influence over him
in bis subsequent hte.  When grown up o
be a lad, he was bound apprentce to a shoe-
maker in the town of Paisley. He telt keen-
ly the transition from the simplicity and free-
dom of moorland lite to the companionship of
a work-shop of dissipated shoemakers. A
demand was instanuly made upon bim tor mo-
ney, which was speat upon whiskey, aud he
was compelled to drink, the men ot the shop
declaring that uuless he could take his glass
with them he was unfit for their socrety. By |

during the interval of finding hun and his de-

cease, I conversation, prayer, and reading ! jeers on the other,” he says, * 1 was induced

God's Word. On the day he died, when about |
to take my leave, he requested to be hited!

up in a siting posture, and that he might drink began o give way w an artficial cra- and cas nestiy pernsed them.

have pen, ink,and paper brought bim. It was,

mcessant entreaties on the one  hand, and |

1o donk agam and agawn ; and under this

menced tanuly worship,  For a tne he lived
very happiy, bat the customs connected
with his trade again lared lum into dissipated
habits.  Deuply conscious of the sin and  the
danger of his conduct, he would resolve to re-
<ist the temptation, and often did he pray God
to give him grace to sand  fiem, but he
learned by bittee experwence that grace and
whiky could have no fellowship with cach
cthes and that if be drank at all he lost all
power over Ins appetite, and was thus betray -
edi nto Ireqrent instances ot eacess. Mor-
tihcl at s tulure to preserve a strict mode-
ration, often he spent seepless nights in pon-
dering what he wonld do that e might es-
cape trom the tyrant who exacted so cruel a
servitude.  One mght when thus ruminating
he resolved that he would, at the close of pub-
lic worship on the followimy Saubath, stand
up in church and propoze the formation of a
temperance sovtety.  This was some fifteen
years before the idea had been broached even
i Amcrica, but Sabbath atter Sabbath passed
and he had not themoral courage to carry
his idea into effect.  Sometimes, however, he
would abstain for as long as cight or ten
months at once, but druking customs and
drinking companions always drew him into
the vortex again.  The day of his deliverance
at tength came.  ‘The practice of worshipping
God in his family, which had been commen-
ced with his married hife, had never been en-
tirely neglected.  When he was unable to of-
ficiate, or when out upon hi> drmking rambles,
his wife always read a chapter to the chuldren.
Returning one mgit as she was reading the
twenty-htth chapter of Matthew, where st is
said that the Judge on the great day shall set
the sheep on his right hand and the goats on
the lett, fus youngest boy, seven years of age,
looking up, said to lus mother, * And will
father be on the lett hand  Lhe question was
asked with such simpliaty and ev.dent con-
cern that the father 1elt as it an angel’s voice
bad forewarned him ot his approachung doom.
That night James slept not.  Otten he had
mused upon the past, anl shuddered when
he thought of the tuture. But he felt that
the crists in his career wascome now.  When
a man’s owa cluyldren stand up o bewail he
impending dvom, the time has come for de-
cision. Lo retuse the svice which now saake
might be to silence the last which would break
upon s ear.  Forsuiveratdays he wentabout
as a man bowed down with sume concern of
nughey waport.  dabbath cauue, and getting
possession ot a copy vt De Beedher's 5ix Ser-
mons on Intemperance,” he remaned at home

treatsent, my natural repugnance to strong

ving for the once hated liquor ;—so that by}

s course was

now clear.  He saw that in abstinence alone

with difficulty be was able to speak. I did the tme I became a journeyman shoemaker. he could find satety, and he resvlved to ab-

unot know what mught be the nature of Ins It myzht be said with truth, that 1 had be- {stain for ever.

At his suggestion fus mis-

wishes, but had the matenals placed betore: came a journeyman drunkard.  Still my hte 'rer obtained a copy of the tules ot the temper-
hite.  With a tremulous band be drew out a! was miserable among such beings coml')ared ance socicty. A meeung was convened in
serawl, w.uh.much ot the muut.2e of the law- with what 1t had been among the cattle and ' February, 183u.  Engnteen persons attended,
yer, comsigning over tome certain documents| heep.”  When a boy, he had often retired and James was the lirst to siygn the pledge.
belongmg to hin, which were in keeping o' bebind an old stone dyke to pray to Hm|Eleien more signed, .ome to try 1t tor one
the Superintendant of the Victoria Lodgimg | whose handiwork he surveyed the seenes | year, and some tor two.  On the numster ask-
ho.xscs.‘ These 1 procured, but whether Lhoyiaround him, and of whose grace he had ,;nn, - How lonyg have you pledged  yourselt
were of any value, 1 cannot say ; much labor learned in the Bible, which he loved to read; Tt'o,?, James 2+ For evermore, Sir, | hope,”
hgl been bestowed on a considerable portion but now be was tanmulianized with the mean i was the reply.  Faerythiug now prospered
of the papers, beng a maunuseript ot some ! practices and profane and vulgar language of with him. e found @ new happraess his
!mlk, m!cndcd for the press, on =ome law sub- men who knew of no Ingher cnjoymcmﬁhan “famuly, great profit iz the service ot the house
Jeet, which I thought proper to forward to luslthosc of siuging songs and driking whisky. ‘of God, an increase of business, and Ingher
mc}lds. In 1793 he married, commenced business, tor; esteem in the community.  Having given an

Some three days after, T met, by arrange-|himself, and settled in Milngavic. The re- address at a neighbouring soiree, and evinced
went, the worthy werchantat the work-house : lmembrance of his better days returning, aud . remarkable talents tor puvtic speaking, apph-
1t was to aceowpany the remams of Mr——to Heehing degraded by the kind of life he had ; cation for his services so muluphed, that he
their last resting-place. J.!mt wo might be|lived in Paisley, he resolved to begin anew to abandoned Ins calling, aud entered upon that
able to say that hie bad received the ntes of | wakk with God.  Le went 1o church, and cou- | course ot advocacy which made him javoura-



