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The Emplire and Colonics,

The British Empiro is the most ninderful
political structuro that the worid hus over
known ; anid no purt of it more strikingly
illustrates tho genius of the English race for
administrative organization thun the succeas
with whioh it has dealt with two such diverse
elements s the Colonies wnd India. ‘The
divorgences and contrasts of these two vast
sociu] organizatious are ns strongly marked
as they possibly can be ; yet in each case the
oxaot political constitution has been that
which the nnture of the case addmitted, and
a most durable institution of government
has been founded. Other nations have
fouad it hard t o provide for each of theso
two relations——the Colonial and the subject
dependency—separately. YetEngland has
triumphantly succeeded in the management
of both. ome had anenormous agglomera.
tion of subject people under her rule; she
embraced the whole civilized world within
the nrms of her lmperial power; and Eng-
land spreads the sumo mnjestic sway over
1ndia. But the difference of the results is
wida as the poles ssunder. Depression and
decay marked lhe course of Roman sov-
ereignty ; the nations were involved in ling
ering imbecility and moral and socal stupor
1t was deliberately designed that their poli
tical fauculties ehould have no exercise: they
recoived commands from a central despot-
ism ; they were stripped of all responsibility
for their political Jile ; and by theirresistible
law of human nature, the fuculties whioh
were never used, whether of body or mind,
pined away and shrivelled iuto nothing.
There was no moral life in the couatries
governed by the Romish despotism,

It is wholly otherwise with India. True,
India is the result of conquest, as were the
Roman provinces, There is no identification
of the conquering with the conquered race,
any more than in the Romsan Empire, but
then in India the peculiarities of the sub-
jugated people and of their religion did not
admit of fusion. Neverthelass, between
Roman and English rule, the contrast is
most vivd. Sellishness and delay marked
tbe ftaliun rule ; England governs Iudia with
the strictest regurd for her improvemecat;
al) the grest interests of her life are studie
and promoted ; not osly trade atdorder are
developed, but still more institutions are
mado to expand which trainnp Indians to
progresssive participution in the administra.
tion of their country life, not decay, char
acterizes that vast region under English
ascendnncy. o have only to tura our eyes
to Freoch rule in Africa to understand the

difliculty of the task and to apprecinte

the ability with which it bas been over-
comes.

Still more wonder{ul are the skill anad fast
with which the British Coloninl Empire has
been developed ; it is unique in the bistory
of mankind, Englishinen have yet to learn
the greatness of the work which they have
achieved. Tho materials required ths most,
delicate manipulation; so strong was the
energy of the Btitish colonist, 30 national
and so deeply rooted the independence of
his feeling, 50 ever present and 80 everim -
minent tha danger of tbe separation of the
chitd from the parent, so socal aud yet 50
refined was the political orgamsation requte-
ed. All these conditions hnve been victori-
ously fulfilled—even nmidst a midely spread
sceptism in Eungland, which pronounced
tho olsincles 0 success nsurmount-
ahle, The day s not long gene by
when Euoglish  Coloninl Mintsters,  and
the Goveromont to which they belong
ed, had no fuith in the possibility of a

British Empire ; and their sdministration
paturally breathed an apatby, an ncceptance
of veparation, which spoke little for the ele-
vation of their views or the loftiness of
their spirit, But the Empire hns emerged
into safo waters, and the result is due as
much to the colonists thembelves as to the
force of publio opinion at home. It isim-
possible to praise too highly the frankness
with which the Colonies cluug to the idea
that the union with England was their true
destiny, and the remarkable political skill
with wkich they adsptod themselves to the
oonditions involved in the realization of this
idea, No decrees, after the French fashion
full uf high -oumiing phrases aud ostentar
tious plebiscites, mere seen; the thought of
separation was simply absent, and then euch
colong for itselfworked its way to the place
which paturally belonged to the Imperial
edifice. Andthat is the reason why thestruc-
ture issostableand so abiding ; it is a natural
growth, firm as 3 mighty tree which stande
on a feundation made by adding rootlst to
rootlot. The Empire was more the work of
the colonists themselves than of England ;
the part that England took and it was most
meritorious and most political in a govern
ing country--was to let the Colonies solve
the problem for themselves.

It has always seemed to us that the ac:
ocomplishment of this settlenient was largely
facilitated by a modern fact—modern, we
menn, in the senso that it scarcely existed
before the diaru?tion between England and
her American colonics~—of great influence,
namely, the number of Englishmen settled
in the Colonies, but intending to return to
Eaglazd when their fortunes were made.
‘This has been an invaluable link betwesn
the tix 0 countries. It created powerful in-
teres in each countryin the same individu-
als; they left their capital behind them in
the Colony, whilst their presence in the old
country explaiued many a matter, and
kindled alarge smount of every growing
sympatby. Manys political hitch has been
got over by theintervention of old colonists
resident in London, The Colonial office bss
oblained nore accurate acquaintince with
colonial feeling.and when the Colonists urg
ed & policy founded on the knowledgs of
their? peeds it was an immense gain that
policy conoerned closely important men who
had returned to the land of their birth, but
whose fortunes were indentifiead with those
of the Colony. This clasa ef persons has
becn largoly on the increase, with great ad.
vantage 1o both sides. The duputation
which waited on Lord Carnarvon on the
£1ji 1slands question is an instance of such
benefit. It was large and influential ; it
displayed thorough mastery of the subject,
aud explained it to the Colonisl Secretary
with as much ability and force as were
shown by any deputation. T'he money in’
terest, too, produces & very weighty effuct.
{munense disteicts in Australin are owned in
Eugland or by English settiers who intend
1o raturn home, and who probably have ob:
tained Iarge advances of English capital.
The power in this connection to bind and
sttach is obvious It renders many people
Yere thoroughly alive to the welfare of the
Colonies, and very prompt in counteracting
any policy or acts which tend to severance.
Theic attention is ever kept upou Colonial
atfuirs ; they watch what 1s gojug on, they
masier details,and thus broome a very im
portant part of punlic opinion in both coun
tries. ‘Lhe timo will come, no doubt, when
this clags of sami-colonists will diminish ; it
has done 80 in Cunnda, snd ata Iater period
will do 30 in Ausiralia. This is aa it should
Le, As the Colony acquires a denser popu

ey~
Iation, the number of temporary seitler
will naturally bear a saller proportion to
the remaining mmass; but they will have
rendered one most valuable service. They
will have carried the Colony and the Mother
Couatry through the oritical rime of what
may be called political incubstion. ‘They
will have defined the mutual relation; in
other words, they will have established
membprship ol one common nation ; they
will have built up the British Empice. It
may be said that when thoydiupfear from
the scene, Colonial nationality will assume
an intenser form, and independent peoples
will come into being. It may be so ; and if
such should be the desire of the Colonies,
Eagland will offer no opposition toit. But
our faith in the continuity in the British
Bmpire is more robust ; we see no signs
whatever of its _end at the present
bour; there is nothing in the way of fact to
;bake our coufidence; and that is enough
or us.

Trial of Palliser Guns.

One of the naval rifled 64-pounder Palli.
ser guns was fired at Shoeburyneas on Friday
last week, by desire of the Admiralty, for
the purpose of ascertaining the value of
these gunefor bombarding a fort or arsenal
from distanoes at which the ahips carrying
the guns would be comparstively sate. The
gun was laid by Captain Ellis, Royal Artil
lery, who recently pointed all the guns at
the Eastbourne experiments, and excellent
practice was made at various ranges up to
7000 yarde’ distance. The projectiles em’
ployed were common shell, which centained
bursting charges of lb, of power, and they
were fired with the ordinary service charge
of 8lb. of power. It has been er

roneously ur‘gjqd against thess guns
that they are deficient in range and ac-
curacy, bat thistrial has now ocompletely
disposed of the objection. As a popular
illustration we may state that at the range
of four miles every shall would have struck
the cupols of St. Paul’'s, while at three
wiles distanos every ahell would have hit
the ball of the ocross on the summit, We
understand that some further trials will
shortly be made with elongated shells,teim-
od double shells, and carrying abous I3ib.

of powder.,

The Lords of Committes of Privy Couacil
for the Tords Commissioners of the Admi-
ralty to adecree recontly iesued by the Pre-
sident of the French Republic, assimilating
the rules for thé * Steering of Merchant
Vessels to those observed on board French
Suips of War.” In accordance with this de~
cree the orders or * Starbosrd” or ¢ Port,!*
as well as the signs xnd signals used to con-
firm or repeat such orders, will indicate, not
that the helm is to be put over 10 *¢ Star-
board” or * Port,"" but that the wheel is to
be 50 placed that the ahip’s head may ge to
s Starbard” or “ Port.”’ An Admiralty
Circular on the subject, suggest that * This
change in the French regulations should be
borne in mind, with a view toavoiding col-
lisions, on occasions when French pilots are
employed on board Her Majesty's ships.”’—
Broad Arrcw, §th Dec.

Some young men in Vienns haye formed a
matrimonial leagus. Erery memberof the
lesgue must be the son of aman of property
and must pledye himself to marry s poor
girl, oue who was neitlier dowry nor expec:
tution, snd must forfeit 10,000 forius if he
violstes this pledge.

- MARRIED,
At York Church, °1n t.‘l’:e MBthult, by the &ov. J.

Leroyd, Geo, (3, tiolls, o Bodltor, Oltawa
8\:&?;.0'20 Alllson H, Roblason, of Downsview



