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41 ahibod, unboght, orswondr we draw,
o 2aed thie Moaareh, fence the Law.”

SEFAWA, TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 1874,

~

f'o Connvseoxonsts.—Letters addressed to
ecithior the Editor or Publisher, as well as
"‘ommuni:ations intended for publication,
mngt, invariably,bo prepaid. Correspon
vnts will alse bear in mind that one end
o the envelope should be left open, and
1t the corner the words ** Printer’s copy "
sritten and 14wo or Bve cent stamp (ac
cording lo the weight of the communica.
tion) pliced thoreon will pay the postage

I this issuc we republish o letter nddress
ed to the Ministen oF Minitta axp Drrryce
on * Militia Reotganization,” by our gallant
anl talented corvespondent Cenfurion, in
which the whole of the problems surround-
ing our Military service are ably and intelli-
gently discussed. As the writer can claim
the advantage of great personal experience,
aml as biois a thoroughly quplified soldier
holding high rank in tha Velunteer servico
of Canada, his opinions are worthy serious
consideration and should carry all the weight
sccorded to matuved and well considered
conviction at this crisis of our Military organ-
1zution, whan the demand for vital changes is
heard on all sides, On the part of the poli-
tical gconomist—in order to lessen nominally
ut least tho burden of taxation by the theo
vist—~in order that his invontive faculties may
have a chance at devising something more

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

parieot, and by tho fanatical oppononts of
oll armaments as a means towards its final
abolition,

Placing its full yaluo on the brockure, which

3| wo submit to our readers, as tho produclion
7] ofa thotoughly clever and talentedofticor, wo

aro not atall satisfied that the plan proposed
would bo o good aubstituto for our present
organization, or that it could bo practically
workred under our social system.

Centurion places the Uasts of o constitu
tional on an axicm and its consequent prob-
lom—the Military duty owed tho Stato by
overy individual—and equal conditions of
services toall ; and a propoaition—that thoso
wlo would desive to bo exompted from Mili.
tary sorvico for any cause should contribute
o money payment towards defraying the ex-
penso of tho armament kept on foot.

Now, whilo it js evidont tho axiom of Mil-
itary sorvice due by the individual admits of
no question, its application involves many
problems; for instance, in tho population of
the country there are many physieally mca-
pable, many naturally mcapable, aud many
who are rendering the State service in other,
capscities from which they cannot be spared.
[Iaving mado all due allowance for those, it
will be found that the number capable of
rendering Military scrvice to the country
will not amount to more than five per cent
aof tho whole population, or about 200,000
men, and of that number theve are over 20
por cent or about 43,500 men envolled in the
Volunteer ranks; itisalso evident that there
has been fillered (hrough those ranks at
lonst three times their number sinco their
fivst organization, so that another period of
service would in all probabiuty leave us in
possession of a pattially trained force equal
to ell cur available fighting population, so
thatthe principle smbodie in the axiom has
been fully developed by the * Militia law.?
From tho condition shown above it would be

-impossible to make **equal conditions of
service.” Cealurion sure.y does not mean (o
draft the incapable, the coward, the mer-
chant, or the mechanic whose scrvices even
in warfare are far more valutble than they
would oo shouldering a nfle at the frunt, and
ag it is from their lahour any Military forco
is, and must be maintained, it is hard to
conceivo-what good could be eflected by ro-
sorling to direct personal taxation to sup-
port ore institution whose sole Jduty is to
protect the Stale, and should in turn bLe
maintained by it, Moreover, as the burden.
of taxation is unequal—that is the whole
taxes of the country are paid Ly the Agricul.
tural class—it 18 hard Lo conceiye how they
should be called upon to send three-fourihs
of the whole force to the field and tax them-
sclves not only for its support, but for the
short coming (as assumed) of all the rest of
the popalation. In fillowing out this pro-~
Llem of Miditary service to its lagical con-
clugos, ot Wil e found that the present
“ Milita Juw™ has provided for every possi-
ble contingency but one, and that is the real
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causo of all the trouble in tho ranks of tlo
Volunteor forco. It is Centurion's fourth
reason svby the force is ineffeotive, ar.d may
Lo stated as ho puts it—*¢ Becauso the puy
allowed to the mion of the existing forca is
inndequate for a voluntary servico” -wnd wo
fail to seo how a lovy en masse woull botter
tho condition Mon mast live—and in order
to do 8o, must labour or liave dthers labour

-} for -thom. 'Tho soldier indivtdually or en

masse is in the latter condition; ho is simply
a consunigr and nitial have othors to labour
Jor him; in other words, o must have pay,
ifikis oqual to.what ho-could oarn in civil
lifa- the ranks will be kopt alwaya full, .f
not, thero is no rosson to bolieve hei« a
greater fool than his neighbours, A su»
_consideration of: this phase of political econ
omy will satisfy avy impartial critic thu
whilo the theory of the duty to the State i,
corrqel, the problems cangcted therawith
are pot easily golved, '

Wao must-then agstume that tho application
of the draft is iaypricticablo under ordinary
conditions, anld as it an lorhes the whols of
Cenlurion’s theory, it follows that whily ke
schemo foumded thereon i3 very o uprehen
sive & we lassimple. it woull bo euiirely
innpplicable 1o -our présont circumstances
which requiras just such h systom as, tho
“Militia' Law" has developeid—that every
division of tho Military force of the country
should be coniplete in -itself, ‘Lecauso the
force raised being purely for dofensive pur-
poses it was p necessity of thocaso whatever
point was asaailed its lgcxl Militia shoul.l be
able to maintain its defencs till succoural,

While heartily endorsing manyof Ce ifu -
fots views, wo are compellal to differ from
the principles he lays down, The + Milita
Bill " 1s a 1w of developement and requires
timo to mature its xcelloncies as well as
exbhibit its very fow Jefects, \Wholesale re
organizition would for over prevent tho
growth of anything like stability. as connect-
ed with our Military Institutions ; an.d- those
are of such a vital interest to the State asto
preclude the possibili'y of tampering with
| them in any.way.  Cenlurion hus, however,
Added another valunblo puge ty o Mihtuy

literature.
L e ————— e o ]

Ax article on Explosives from thoe Broal W
Arrow of 24 January, which sppears in an

other page, rofors to the following experi

[)

warin Austria

Ttis evident that the recently discovered
explosive ngents aro not destined to supe:-
cede gunpowder in artillery or amall arms

submarine mines is self evident.

applicabihty to military purposes is-thatn

not explode dt stinck by w rifle bullet. }
the gun cotton wete iy, the he.t caused

by the impact of the bag |-t wasged sot it on

ments made with dynamiile, as 2 munitin of B

but their value in siege operations, and as

* [L i3 knowa that one of the charwton - B
tics of gun cotton whicls contiibules (v its @

muy be fiecly brought under liry withour M
lear of accidentsl explosion —th ot 1s-to 3y B
Packuge of comqweszed gun cottoy wonll BB



