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took their horses and valuables. Private
John Bull of the cavalry, while out huunting
met o siluee fate. In thas fiight two Indians
wers killed and several wounded, and they
lost sovoral ponies. On the 8th of August,
four days after thelight at Tongue river, wo
came upon the siteof a recent Indian village.
Tho Indinns had packed up and l.ft a fow
days belore, abandoning considerablo pro-
perty. General Stanly directed Geneoral
Custer to take his cavalry, numbering 450
men follow the trail and, if possible overtake
nnd punish the Indians. General Custer
lelt on the night of the Sth, amd marched
all night and most of tho next day. At
sundown on the 9th, after a march of forty
miles, ho arrived at a placo whero Indians
bhad crossed the river twenty four hours
bofore, taking over their fumnilies on * bull
bonts' and rafts, T'he nextday he attomp-
ted to cross the Yellowstone, which at this
point is 450 yards wide. ‘The current was
too swift and deep toswim horses and nien,
and the attempt to cross had to be aban-
doned for want of axes and rope. At even
ing his camp was discovered by the Indians.
On the next morning (August 11) ‘at day-
light, ho was attacked by abont S00 Indians,
who camo down to the river and fired on his
camp. ‘The firing was returned for tiso'or
threc hours, both parties using the trees
asa cover, A party of 300 Indians then
crossed thoriver aboveand below our camp,
and endenvored 1o gain the bluffs in our
rear. Our men were dismounted, and pos-
ted on the blufls and recewved them bravely.
‘Tho Indians bebind the ridges kept up
a galling fire until Genera! Custer ordered a
charge. Our men then mounted and pur
sued kotly for eight miles. Just at this
time the train came up and opened on the
Indians across the riverwith artillery ; a few
shots dispersed them and ended tho fight.
This battle, which took place within two
niiles of the Big Horn, was a fierco one,
Genernl Custer and adjutant Ketchum had
their horses shot under them. lieutenant
Braden was badly shotin the thigh; Private
Tuttle, General Custer’s orderly, was killod
and twenty of the soldiers were slightly
wounded, \Wo had four horses killed and
three wounded. The Indians’ loss is esti-
mated by General Custer at forty killed and
wounded. The Indians were well armed
with heavy rifles and had abundant ammuni
tion. Some were dressed in clothes pro-
cured at the agencies. ‘These were main
Uhcawapao, supposed to be under comman
of Sitting Bull, and also supposed to have
received their supplies from Fort Peck on
the Mizsouri, a famous trading post for
Indians and an infamous one for tvhites,
Camp Cook is another of their supplies. A
liberal sppropriation by Congress was made
last year for making the trading post at
Fort Peck a military post, practically an
appropristion for fighting our own armies.
A largo quantity «t arms and ammunition
was shipped to tne posis as ** hardware.”
These agencies sadly nced investigation. The
expedition arrived at Pompey’s Pillar on
the I5th,and reached the Mussel Shell on
the 19. Itis now homeward bound. Rey-
nolds and Norris, iwo hunters, tako this
despatch to Fort Beaton, 150 miles distant.
General Slanly expects to reach Fort Rice
by tho 1st of October The health of the
command is good. Licutenant Braden is
getting on well.

‘Lhe following despatcl has bewn received
by General Sherman from L'eutenant Gene-
ral Sheridan dated * Chicago, 1l1., August
29, 1873

General Stanly notifies General ‘Lerry that
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miles boloww Swimming Woman's creele;
that General Custer with his cavalry hs
had two affaars wiph tho Induus—ono on the
4th fust., the other on tho 11th, i both of
which he wns entirely successful.  Qur loss
was four men killel aml one officer,
i Licutenant Beaden, of the Seventh Cavalry,
; and three men wounded; the loss of the
ludiwms s estynted at foriy killed aud
wounded. "T'he veterinary surgeon of the
Seventh Cavaley, Mr. Ballarum. a teader,
pand Pavate Ball, of Company I, Sevonth
) Gavalry, bave been waylud aund murdered
; by the Indians. Licutenant Braden s doing
well, General Stanly expects to reach the
Yellowstone crossing ngzun belween the 9th
and 15th of September.

Tus following article cutited f5 ¢ sson’s
Aggressive Terpedoes is  copicd fiom  the
United Qtates Army and Niry Jowrnal of
Gth Sept., and is tho latest publislied docu
ment. relativo to that peeutir weapon of na
vel warfare.

Our readers will remembor tiug we pub-
lished a letter from the attoiney of the pro-
prietor of the Lay Turpclo Buit some time
ago, staling that it had been submitted to a
Ginal test, and approved, but of # ais final test
wo have no published records. Wohope for
the benefit of society that the experiments
now in progress with the Krricsson lorpedo
will not be kept quite so seciet, but Lhat an
opportunity will bo afforded To outsiders to
criticize its merits. Our contemporary says:—

*We have recetved the following parti-
culars from Captain Ericsson relating to the
trial of his torpedo, now in progress on Long
fsland Sound. It was supposed previous to
tho tria} that asteam tug would Ue neces.
sary to tow the vessel which oarries the reel
and cable, and the steam machinery for
compressing the air ; butit nis been found
that the torpedo, sshich, as previously stated
in the Journal, i3 cleven feet long, and
twenty inches wide, has ample power 10 tow
the vessel referred to, a scow forty fectlong
twelve feet beam, drawing twenty threo in.
ches of water. the sides being vertical and
tho water hnes rectangular. [ho fuct that
tho torpedo is capable of towing such a ves-
sel, the form of which evidently produces
maximum resistance, in addition to.towing
s water tender and two row boats, furnishes
practical evidence of the propulsive power
furnished by the vessel, and it is to be re-
membered that the compressed air which
supplies tha motive energy. passes through
six bundred feet of tubular cabie parually
coiled on the reel, before reaching the tore
pedo engines.  While towing the rcow, the
torpedo projects half an inch above wutar—
as 1t does at all imes when propelied as a
rate less than eight lect per second. Ac
cordingly, the top has been in full view
while towing the scow und torpedo boats to
and from the trial ground. Considering tho
very small size of the torpedo and large di-
mensions and unfavourabls form ot the
scow,not to mention water tender:nd boats,
Jthe satisfactory speed attained is evidently
afeature of considerable importance. It
lng&gz special noticethat themotiveengines
of tkagorpedo, composed solely of bronze,
have not required aay adjustinent whatever
during the experiments, and that up to the
present time nooil or grease has been ap-
plied to tho crank journals, propellor shifts,
or other moving parts of the machinery, all
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which work in lignum vile bearings, lubri

{ cated by the sé;t;':z_ter. which freely entors

the enginoe ¢ mpartment.

The most important property of Captain
Ericsson’e torpoedo boat being its epability
to run under wator, the efliciency of the
menns adopted for this purpose haye been
subjected o ropeatod tests. Tho resalt on
all occasions has heon that, o.a starting the
propollors by admitting compressed air to
tho tubular cable, the torpedo (half an inch
abovo water as befuie stated ), begins to dip
as s00n as a velocity of eight feet per se
cond has been acquited |, and in twenty ono
seconds from the time of turning on pres
surg, the submorsion of the body is com-
pleted, its ceutre of gravity having then
descended to a depth of seven feet six inches
below the water. Tho instrument whirh
determines tho extent of submersion is ac
tunted by hydrostatic pressure, the mechan
ism remaining perfectiy stationary until a
given depth is reached, when the action is
mstantaneous, and any further depression
checked.  Waen the sea has been calm due
ing theo trial, and the speed of the torpedo
kept up at the Lefore stated rale of eight
ft. per second, no.appreciable fluctustion of
submersion has been observed, nor has any
increase of speed beyond, tended to increase
or diminish tho submersion. The position
is indicated by a perpendlcular central
consisting of a light tlexstble steel rod, wiucn
readily bends in case tho torpedo pisses un
der drift wood or similar floating boJies. A
circular disc three inches in diameter,paunt
od white on one side, is attached to the up
par cnd of the said muast, the latler being
provided with certain marks. which, during
the experimonts, have enabled the oporator
to ascertain the oxact depth of the witer
above the top of the submerged body. Tie
instrument before referred to, by which tu
submersion is regulated, consists principilly
of aweight balanced by hydrostatic pues
sure. The extent of submersion niy conse
quently be regulited by increasing or «din
inshing thoe said weight,  The rudder bemnyg
upphied above the vessel, it will Lo (vilea
however, that the submetsion cmnot be
duced beyond « certain limat, say two {eet
without destroying the steerug proporiies.
Accordingly when employ.d as o tug bas
the steering is etlected by guy ropes regulat
ing the direction of the torpedo.

It should bo mentionel that the weise
adverted to, which balances the hydrost v:i-
pressure of the prescut torpedo, was deter
mined theorctically. the intention being U
bring the centre of gravity exictly eigh:
feot Lelow the water, the limit baing ¢ vled
for in order not to run the torpeds under
theintended turgets, during the experiments
The estimateof thieamount uf fiiction of th:
mechanism being somew!it tos lugh, the
weight is raised sooner by ihe hydiostuic
pressuro than aaticipated, und hence the
subnfersion arrested when the centre of
gravity of the torpedo is seven feel :ix
inches, in place of eight feet below wute
lino as intended. Regarding the steoriny
qualities, Captain Ericsson states thut the
result is abundantly satisfuctory. By simply
admitting more or less pressure 00 wiv inl»
the tubular cable,tho submerged body turn.
either to the port or starboard, o full circle
being performed in a run of 4U) feet, with
tho rudder hard up. When entirely sub
merged, the torpedo vessel has remarkable
stability, owing to its form in connection
with the position of thefinternal mechamsm
and the employment of bottom plates of
half inch thickuess, while the top is compos-
ed of plates less than one eighth of an inch
thick.

It only remains to be stated, that in order



