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the people of Canada havo to solve involves
the consideration of the respectivo valuo of
both those routes. In the threofold aspect
of commercit:), political, and military neces.
sities any one at all acquainted with the con-
flioting interests will thank Sir J, A. Mac.
donald for tho masterly and statesmanliko
way in which he proposes to deal therewith.

Connecting Lake Ontario and the Ottawa
tho Ridoau Cmm‘l,a by fur tho best specimen
of modern engineering on this continent, is
to n certain oxtont rendered unproductive
for want of an outlet on the Ottawa River of
amagnitude corresponding to its own; the
canals connooting the Ottawa and St, Law-
rence being of o smaller capacity than the
Rideau. Thae Richeliou River is the ountlet
of Lake Chawplain and affords access to
Albany in New Yorls, on the Hudson River,
by the lako and a canal of small dimensions.
It is iteclf rondefad navigable throughout
by a canal connecting two of its reaches at
Chambly, As it fulls into the St. Lawrence
60 milos below Montreal it is proposed to
connect Lake Champlain by a canal at
Caughnawaga with that river,-ths distance
being about thirty-two miles, This, if com-
ploted, will be the greatost length of canal
in tho Dominion: the Welland being only
tweaty-cight o s in leagth, the Beauhar-
nols only eleven 1milos, whilo the greatest
length on the proposed Ottawa navigation
would be only throe and a-half miles, There
is a bill before Parliamont for the construc-
tion o1 the  Caughnawaga Canal by o privato
company. The length ot canal necessary to
ba constructed at tho Sault Ste, Mario would
bs ono mile—all the information attainable
on tho Northwest systoin has been furnished
our readers in our last issue. It is evident
that the commission will have not only a
most important duty to perform but & high-
ly interesting investigation to mako, invol.
ving important results to the future of
Coanada. :
T e —

“Tar: Report on the State of the Militia
of Canada, for the year 1869," is a blue book
of 158 pages, accompanied by a valuable
map showing the districts into which Canada
has been divided for the purposes of stra-
tegy and military administration. The first
twenty-fivo pages contain the Adjutant.
Genoral's report—a document distinguished
by its perspicuity, terseness, and simplicity
of general arrangements by which the very
complicated and interesting statistical in-
formation conveyed to the public is render-
ed easily accessible,

Tho report states that the map is morely
adiagram intonded to illustrate the division
of the Dominion into nino military districts,
twenty-two brigade, and one hundred and
eighty six regimental divisions, the latter of
which, with fow excejtions, are identical
with the clactoral divisions of the respective
Provinces. Ontario containing four military
distriets, numbered 1, 2, 3, and 4, cight
Pﬂgades, and eighty-two regimental divis-
lone, Quechec contains threo mil ‘ary dis-

tricts, numberad 4, 6, and 7, eight brigades,
and seventy regimontal divisions. Now
Brunswick forms one district, No. 8, has
threo brigades, and fifteen regimental divis-
ions, Nova Scctia forms one militavy dis-
trict, No 9, and has three brigades, amd
nizetoen rogimental divisions.

“T'ho organization under the present law
is simple and eflective, and the whole system
works with ease and smoothness; the Min-
istor of Militia and Defonco is responsiblo to
Parlinment and the country for the adminis-
tration of militin affairs. Tho Adjutant-
General is tho chiof exocutive oflicer, and 1s
charged, under the orders of Ier Mnjesty,
with tho military command and discipline of
the miilitia, and he is assisted by the Deputy
Adjutant-General at headquarters. To oach
military district there i3 o Deputy Adjutant
Genoral, acting under the orders of the Ad-
iutant Genoral, and who have the command
of tho militia in their respectivo districts,
and to each brigade division thero is a
Rrigade Major. Ono District Paymaster is
attachod to eachof the military districts, and
saven atcrz koepers who act under the or-
Jdurs of tho Director of Slores at head.
quarters, will suflice to take charge of and
regulato tho receipt and issuo of the neces-
sary military stores required by the wholo
militia force of tho Dominion.”

This comprises tho staft of what may be
proporly called the Canadian army, and it is
only to be regretted that s Quartermaster-
General’s Dopartment, including a proper
Engineer Corps, has not yet been organized,
as under tho skilful and judicious manage.
ment of the Militin Department it would not
add ‘materially to the expense, whila ils ser-
vices are absolutely neccessary. After re-
commending that the services of one store.
keoper and fivo district paymasters be dis-
pensed with as unnecessary, the report says:
“ As a permancut and adequate staff is the
{irst necessity, and tho most important ele-
mext in an army and the hinge, as it were,
on which it can be turned and applied I beg
to point out that any further reduction of
the staff beyond that already proposod would
not only be at variance with the orgamua-
tions contemplated by the Iaw, but would
be attended with the serious evil of impair-
ed efticiency to the force.”

This axiom adwmits of no controversy; it
cannot be disputed the staff’ are the mechan-
ical engineers that construct that at ones
most simple and most complex. machino—
an army—work it and provide the intellee-
tual capacity by which its operations aro
governed,—without that all organization is
impossible; and while it is perfectly imprac-
ticable to organ'ze an army, and an cfliciont
ons too, in sixfy days from raw material, it
requires years of careful and olaborate train.
ing to make a staff officer of tho keenest in.
tellectual capacity, thoroughly au fait m the
discharge of tho oncrous duties of his pro-
fession,

“To reducs any of the existing Brigade

Majors would not only inteffero with proper

inspection and supervision of the respectivo
battalions and corps, but without the aid of
such staft’ officers it would be impossible to
brigade tho forco in accordance with mili-
tary principles, cither for the actuai defenco
of the country or for carrying on its proper
instruction by brigades in camp during tho
annual traicing, A Brigade Major is an offi.
cer belonging to a Brigado, and net attached
personally to the ofticor in command thereof,
as soon, tharafore, ns soveral battalions are
brought together in brigade tho services of
a Drigade Major ave indispensiblo, otharwiso
all would be confusion, for heis the Staft'
oflicer who, under the orders of the Briga.
dier or Commander, regulates the duties of
the wholo Brigade, and he is the proper
channel and medium of communication with
the various corps; ho is o brigade what an
Adjutant is to a battalion. Moroover, it is
of great importance to have at all timesa
Brigade Major vesident in each brigade
division, who necessarily acquires local
kuowledgo and experience therein, Itwould
be unveasonablo to suppose that any country
can be said to be properly propaved fov its
dofonco in war without the existenco during
peace of—

4 1st. Parfect unity in tho military ad.
ministration.

¢ 2nd. The maiutenaice and preparation
duxgng peaco of a permanent and adequate
stafl.

#3rd, A supply department capable of
instant expansion to meot all tho possible
wants of an ayimy in the field.

‘4, A perfoet corps, brigade and division.
al organization both for the active and re-
sorve forces wheroby every corps, battalion
and battory may fall at once into their ap-
pointed place.

4 2he suceess whick attended Prussia during
the war of 1866 was from the observance dur-
ing peace of such a system and the disasters
that atlended the carly cfforts of the Nurthern
Stales in the neighboving Republic lo subdue
the South from a tstal want of any suck sys-
lem are fuir illustralims of this truth. The
present Ailitic Law of the Dominion provides
Jor the necessary organization, and on ils basis
a very effeclive military system can be establesh-
ed, whercby should the necessity ever arise the
whole military puwer of the couniry could with-
out difficuliy be developed for ils defence.

“The Militia, which is divided into two
great classes of Active and Reserve Militin,
according to raturns rendered up to 3lst
Deceruber, 1869, amounts to a total of 656,-
008 men, of which the Active Militia num-
bets 43,541, tho Ieserve Militia 612,467.""

Tho activice force is distributed as fol.
Iows :

Ontarioquotal S.O'é'O,nominal strength 20,956
(2] (13

Quebec 14,382 o 15,066
N. Brunswick 3,264 € “ 3,327
Nova Scotin 4,284 o u 4,192
40,000 43,541
‘The force consists of
Cavalry......... 1,500 officers & men.
- Ceel - . 42 gung
10 Ficld Batteries 730 ¢ 34“ horses
Garrison Artillery 3,558 u
4 Cos, Engingers. 232 o
Naval Brigade at
Halifax....... 233 “
73 Battalions,
Rifles and In-
fantry........37,268 * ¢
43,541

The report further states tbat there aro
25 corps enrolted in the Provinco of Quebsc -
and Nova Scotia whose sorvices are accepted



