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FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

CONDUCTED BY 8, JOHN DUNCAN-CLARK,

International S. S. Lesson.
LgessoN 1V.—Gobp's Proxisgs 1o Davip,—JuLy 26,
(2 Sam. vii, 4.16.)

Gorogy Trrr,~'¢In Thee, O Lord, do I put my teast,"—Pe
Ixxf. 1.

ANAvYOS.—

1. David's plan rsjected, v. 4.7,
2, David’s hoage ostablishsd, v. 8-11,
3. David’s gon to build tho houso, v. 12-10,

Tnex axp Yrace.—B, 0. 1042, Jexasalom,

InTrODUCTION.—David, baving brooghs up tho ark of she coven.
sut, and having ee$ it up in & pnow tabornacls in Jerusalem, shus
establishing this as tho osatro of pahlic worship for the people of
Israol, whora all the ordinance appointed by Mozes should be ob-
ssrved, bsgau to cberish the purpose of bailding in place of the
taboraacle o temple to the Lord that should be, not only aaitablo
according to hisidea for such & worship, bas also more in accord
with the magoifesnco ot His oapital and Eis kingdom, Thispar-
poss he commaniocated to Nathan, the prophet, who commended
it, bas the Liord, through Nathan, forbado him to undertake the
work, as rolated in our present lesson,

V. 4. *“Aod it came to pags that night.”—The night afier
David nad commuanicated his parpose to Nathan. That the word
of tho Liord came oo Nathan, Wo mess now for the ficat time
the offlce of prophes as a separate, distinot office, Bamuol had die-
chazrged the funotions o! this officein connection with hia judgabip,
bat Nathan iniras to have besa the firat of a long line of prophets,
who, as repressniatives of Jehovah, atood near tho thiono daring
the whole ot Israel’s separate history, advising, exhorting, rebuok-
ing, and sometimes denounciag their kivgs in the name of that
God who was the supremo Ralor of the nasion. Nathan appears
from time to time up to the end of David's reigo.

V. 6. *Goand tell My gervant David, . . . . 8Shalt thon
boild me & houss for me to dwell in?™ The form of the question
impliea s nogative answer. And in the Chronioles wo have, *Thoa
shals not build mo & bouse,”

V. 6. * Whereas.”—The Rsvised Veraion reads, *For.' Ihave
not dwelt in any house siaos the time shat X broughs np the child-
ron of Iaranlont of Egyps, . . . . bas bave walked, eto. God
had chosen the tent as the form of His dwelling-place, the place
whore the ark of His covenant should be keps, and where Howould
meet His pooplr, becauss of the wandering, uasotiled lite His peo-
ple weoro to lesd. Reviowing their history, it appears that up to
this time there had besn no permanent, unendangsred placs for it.
That a permanent tomple was approved by Jehovah appears ¢rom
what followe io this history,

V. 7. **Ia all the places wherein I have walked with all the
ohildren of Israel spake I a word with any of tho tribes of Ierael,
whom I commanded to feed my peopls Israel?”—In precseding
times the judgoa ol Israsl had beea choasn from difforens sribes,
and thus tbe rale, or shepherding of Israel had paesed frcm tribo
to tribe, and daring all this period none of them had besn com-
msnded to build a temple of cedar, The suitable time for aucha
work had not yet come,

V. 6. **Now thorefors, . . . . I took theafromthesheep-
cote."—YVhere as a shopherd ho had folded bis flock. To bs raloer
over My psople. David ie reminded thas tho change from the
shespoote to the sthrono was wholly of the Lord.

V. 9. **Aad X was with theo whithersosver thon wentest, and
have ous off all thine enemios out of shy sight."—Thereterence is
to thoss cnsmiss who had opposed his slovation ¢o the shroao, such
a8 Saul and his party. There wore many other enomies ahill to be
osnquered, Aand havo made theo a groat name. By ths suocess
he had given him, and the recoguized wisdom of his rule, which
had bosn aleo thoe gift of God.

V. 10. ** Moreover I willappoint.”—Rather, I have appointed.
A placo for My pedple fLsrasl. The land of Canman. And will
plant them. Or, have planted thom. David is reminded of all
this to show bim that the Lord had been oarryicg ount Hisown
purposes, and that ha was but the instrament in His hand to
osrry ous His purposes.

V. 11. “Sinoe tho time that I commanded jodges, otx, . .
havo caused 1hoe $0 rest, oto.”—Tho contrass betweon the tronbled
times of the jadgos and the ssttlod prosperity aud poaco now nesr
a$ hand ia here roforred to. Also the Lord telleth thes that He
will mako theo a boase. The Lord now procesds to show David
how tho desire of his hears will be realized, Whas follows shows

that tho meaning of this promiso is fhut tho Lord would establish
His {amlly in possession of the throne of the kingdom.

V. 12, «+ I will aes up thy seed afier theo,—Rolorring to Solo-
mon. And I will establish his kingdom. Establish i3, thas {s, in
permanent peace and quiet.

V. 13. ¢ He shall build a } yuse.””—8o0 at last David's desire
should be accomplishod, and a rasganificens tomple should be butls
in Jeruealem. For My name. In honorof God and for His wor.
ship. And I will catablish tho throne of his kingdom for ever,
This propheoy is aocompliehed in the line of David on tho throne
of Israel and Jadah, bus Gnally in Ohriss, ot the lincage of David,
whoso kingdom is an overlastiog kingdom,

V. 14, I will be his fathor, and ho shall bs my son."—It he
sommis falgaity, I will shasten him with the rod of men, and
with theatripss ot tho ohildrea of men., That is, suoh chastise.
mont as the father visits upoa his ohildeon for thole ocorrection,
and not (or their destcuotion, wonid be used.

V. 16. * But My meroy shall not depart away from him, as I
took is from Sanl. Saul was Anally left of God to bis own destruo-
tion, bus the family of Davld, shough chastoned and esverely dis-
oiplined, continned until tho BMessiah camo,

V. 10. *And thine houso ead thy kingdom ehall be astablished
for over.” Oaly in Chriss, the Boo of David, doos shis repeated
promiss find ita complote fulfilmont.

Looks into Books:

The Presbyterian and Reformed Review for July is a woll
balanced number with good articlos in all tho savoral dopartments
of thoologieal thought. 8r. Minton writes on *‘ Tho Theological
Implications of tho Synthetic Pailosophy,” Dr. Warfield on *¢ The
Right of Systematio Tnoology,” Dr. DoBann on *‘Current and
Rotormed Theology Compared **; Dr. Lowrie gives an Excgesis of
the Taird Chapter of Second Corluthians, Dr. Hunt a Study of
Mra. Browning. {Vhile the Editors givo an account of Dr. Green's
Jubileo and a comploto list of his writings. The usualbook reviews
comglsto the number. Phuadelphia, MacCalla & Co. 83 a year.
Single numbers 80 centa,

The Fourth of July number of Littell's Living Age begine a new
volume and retains the character which has so long marked this
excellont perivdical notwithstanding tho racent death of ita founder.
Tho lines on ** Potter Felt Frrm ” from the Spectator aro written in
the atyle of the old aaga pooiry, tho nervous strength and charm
of which are well preserved. The principal article is a critical
study of Leigh Hunt. It is carefully and fairly written, and con-
tains many mncidents of interest in tho lines of the group of repub-
lican poets with whom Hunt was intimate. There is also a aketch
of the prescat conditicn of Persia and of tho habits of tha people,
an articlo of general inverest from the attention recently directed
to that country by the assassination of ths Shah. *‘Men and
Magonera in Floronce” is a short humorous desctiption of pension
life in Italy. ** Reminiscences of Lord Bath” gives ono a glimpse
of political life in Epgland during D'laracli’as time. Littell & Co.,
Boston. $6a yoar. Singlo copies 156 cents.

The Homiletic Review for July again gives firat place to an
artiolo from 8ir William Dawaon on the Doluge and coniinunes tho
Light on Soriptural Texts from Recsnt Discoveries by Dr.
McCurdy. Osher articlee are on Expository Presching by
Professor Blaikio of Edinbargh, on Responsibility for Error of
Opinion by Dr. Burr. and on Eaftan as a Theologian by Dr.
Plantz. Toco Homiletic depariments axe up to sho usual bigh
standard of this magazine, aud represens the best thought of the
Amerioan paipis of to-day. Fank & Wagoalls, New York, $3.00
por anpus.

The Truth for July is filled with matter of the nwual style, and
on tha uaual sabjects, This number, however, differs from pre.
oediog ones in that it exhibits Dr, Brookes as & convert to Faith
Healiog on tho strongth of cxses reported to bim but of which
unfortunately ba had not personal knowledge. His previons fads
have propared him for this, and it waa auro to como goonsr or
Iater. F. H.Rovell. $1.00 per acnctm.

Bogioning with 1889 Scribner’s 2fagasine has snaually pob-
lished & Fiction Number that has bee: remarkable for tho
number of famous stories that have first made their appearanco
in it. The August issne of this year wil fally sustain shis
reputation. Thero will bo six short stories, & comediotts, and
savoral popular illustzated articles.




