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t- .,,ied aîîd practiseu in thîe Scottisi ,xCiîîîX. political conisîi(iaioîîs, ijiere uat e little duuUut
Churcues front the Reformîatiun iii 1560 until the that the whole ruligious and eculo ia.sticit1 life of
publication of the Seconad Book of Discipline in the Seottishi people ivould have beexi ýery differcîît
1581 - the attitude of Presbyterians towards it froni what it beeanie.
f rom that tinte to the Revolution Settleineîît of While, iii order to secure the abolition of Popery
1688S; the place it haci in Scotland front 1688 and the free preaching of the Gospel of Christ,
until 1728, u lien Glass' IlTestimony of the Kin- Knox was induced to beconie the leader of a poli-
of Martyrs " wvas publiied;- and then to '-ive1 tical party, lie strove liard to keep the iiioveitent
soute account of the Independent Churches that upon religious Elnes, and to take advantage of tie
caine iuito existence front that date until the clos- co operation of the "llords " so as the miore efièc-
in- years of last century. tually to prornote the spiritual ends lie hiad in vîew.

The Scottish Refortiîatioîî 's as partly a religious IIow faithfully lie did timis the hbtory of the period
and partly a political mioveîient. On Uic one betwcen 1359 and 1378é bears witness. ht is of
liand, the carnest reli"ious timil of Nhomi Johin speuial iîîterest to Iiidepeiiderits, îomwe-,er-, as shiow-
1Knox becaeaî the leader m~ere înjoed by a desire ing the extent to whielh their distinctive principles
to overtlîro'v Popery as a systenu of religious error, founid recognition durirîg this the earliest period
and to, introduce to Scotland the religion of the of Protestant churcli-life in Scotland.
"true evaîigel, w-hile on the other hand, tie no- 1 I 1560 the Scots "lConfsin perd n

bics wlîo &fterwvards becanue the "llords of the con- m'as followecd in 1561 by the First B}ook of Discip-
grgto"ha iil political and persona ob- liin, both of whieh ere draNvnupbKoxad
jects in view, and were niov d by a desire to resist set forth luis % iews as tu tue go% ernunient and order
the encroacluments of tlue sovereign and of the of the "lkirk." These symibols of tlîe Reforunation
Popish hierarchy upon the liberties and property party are remarkable for the cleariucss and force
of -tlie peuple of Scotland. The iiiovement that witi h vli tlîcy declare the priiiciples for which
resulted in ',.'e Reformation in Scotland was initi- Independents have aIl along couitcxded.
ated by a cortibination of these two parties. They 1.- The independcLncc of the se% ernd churches wvas
found that each was necessary to the other, or, at declared. The "lnotes of the truc kirk of God "
least, that the aims of both would be the more Nvere declared to be, "First, the truc prechiîîg of
speedily and successfully carried out by a coin- the Word of God. .. Secondly, the righItad-
bined niovenient thanl by each acting separateiy. uinistration of the sacramients. .. Lastly,
The real force of the inioveincnt, howvever, was re- ecclesiastical discipline riglitly iiîistered, as God's
ligious rather titan political, and it was on this Word prescribed, whereby % ice is reprebsed and
account that Knox becaine tue acknowledged %irtue uuouriblhed. Wheresoever, then, these notes
leader of what wvas ini its main niio%-etuents a are seen, and of any timîe continue (be the nunîber
great uprising against tht despotisîn of not only ne'cer su fe, aoet o h-etee ihu
the soerei-,- but also tlue Popishi priesthood,--a ail doubt, is the truc kirk of Clirist, wvlio, accord-
despotisin tluat was felt to be as oppressive in its in- to Ris promise, is in the rnidst of then.
secular as iii its reli gious tyranny. Knowving the And suchi like w-e, the inhlabitaîits, of the realmn of
,great influence of Knlox, six of the leading noble- Scotiand, professors of Christ Jesus, corifess us to
mien of Scotiand appeaied to humii for his advice as have in our cities, towns, and places reformîed."
to what action they shoi-d take withi the vie'v of (Scots Confesion, Chap. xviii.). Tfhere wvas no pro-
opposiig the increasing power of the suvereign %ision nmade for the governilient of churches by
and the bishops, and by his counsel they fornied Clîurclî courts external to the single congregation;
theniselves in 1557 into a Ilband," and by a soiemin that arrangemuent did ilot corne into full operation
covenant bound theinselves to "lforsake and re- uuîtil 1581, when the Second Book of Discipline
nounce the congregation of Satan, witlî ail the appeared. Eaclî congregation was virtually inde-
superstitious abomination and id olatry the reof." pendent, and Nvas held to be fully competent to
The covenant was reneNved at Perth in 15-39, after mnanag tow afir.T tthsa oil

a srmo prachJ b Knx, nd s tis as oi-appear ail the more clearly 'vhemî we note the
lowved ininmediateiy by open resisfance to, the Queen functions prescribed for ecdi conigregation.
and her Popishi cournsellors, it xuay be. regarded as 2.Bath the sacraments a.nd discitiline %vere to
the first overt niovenient trowards accomplishingf bo administered by Illawful mministers, wvloin we
the oljects souglit by the Reforniers. In ail the aflirin to be oniy those tluat are appointed to the
niovements that foliowed,'tl.is combimntion of reli- p reaclîing of the W'ord, into w'huse imîuutlu God
gious and political parties had a foreniost place, 'liathi put sonie sermion of exhortation, tlhey being

amîd gave a direction to the reigious thoughit and imen lawfully chosen tiiereto by soulle kirk." Thus,
life of the Scottislî people that reiuiains to tlîis day. not only the Ilcaiiing" of a mninister by the voice
lIad Knox and luis co-religionists been ieft free to of the people, but his appointmnent w-as in the
carry out tlueir spiritual ais, unitrauumnelled bý luauîds of tîxe people. Kniox had, guod cause to


