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tices were fcllowed which prophets,
cvangelists, and apostles approve,

Thereareno authentic monuments
remaining of Columba’s time in the
island, but he was buried soine-
where there, and as the stranger
treads the shores of that sea-washed
island from whence savage clans
and fierce sea rovers derived the
light of charity and the blessings of
the gospel, he must own the force of
the sentence wrung from the sturdy
Englishman, who certainly was not
drawn by anything merely Scottish:
“The man is little to be cnvied
whose patriotisn would not gain
force on the plains of Marathon, or
whose piety would not grow warmer
among the ruins of lona.”

- e —
IRELAND.

Readers of sccular newspapers are
kept fully informed of the deplorable
position of affairs in Ircland to-day.
Whatever may be said as to the mis-
government and oppression of the

fallen by the hands of an assassin.
God save him, and all true men like
William Ewart Gladstone.

The evils of Ireland are deep and
manifold - -they do not come within
our sphere to discuss; but of one
thing we are sure, that the signal for
the resurrection of  Ireland practi-
cally, will be its conversion from
Papery.  God speed the day. What
can we do towards it ?

-

e NEW TESTAMENT, OR
CHOLY CATHOLIC CHURCHY

I

It 15 @ good sign of the tmes to see
churches or denominations restive in re-
lation to  the present state  of things
affecting the interests of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom, and referring to the New
Testament for light m regard to them.
As Congregationalists we ought to have,
not only nothing to fear, but very much
to hope from such an appeal. Wath some
sense, [ trust, of the importanee of the

Irish people in the past—and we are
not of thosc who would deny that ‘

there has been both—-nothing can
justify the action of the leading
agitators to-day.  The Government
in power is most unquestionably one
that is sincerely desirous of doing
justice to Ircland; it has given the
surcst proofs of its desire, 1t has ad- |
pracucally to give the affairs of the ’
kingdom into the hands of a knot |
of reckless incendiaries, the worst
passions of the pcople have been ex- |
cited, the whole land is volcanic and
may break forthin firc and smoke at
any moment, outrages against lifc,
sick at heart.  The attempt to bring
some of the leading agitators to jus-
tice failed, as there was no doubt it
would fail, and authority is powerless.
The land is held by an army. Not
only so,but the effectsare felt through-
out ngland. There are constant
is a feeling of disquict and apprchen-
sion almost universal.

We in Canada have so far fclt no
ceffects of this present agitation, but
we do not know how loag we may
b: exempt; it is quite possible that
if this agitation continucs until the
but we cannot tell what disturbance
and suffering there mgy be in the
mean time.  \What can we do? Just
this ; remember unhappy, distracted
Ircland before a thronc of grace;
pray that a better spirit may be turn-
ed upon it ; that the counscls of bad
forget the head of the Imperial Gov-
crnment ;—the violent attacks made
upon him by the Home Rule party
in the House of Commons may lcad
some poor deluded man to think that
Mr. Gladstonc’s life is the obstacle to
“justice to Ireland.” He would not

vanced toward the work with no
hesitating step ; but because its lead-
ers refuse to inaugurate what would
be really revolutionary measures,
and property have alarmingly in- |
crecased, and some of the best friends
of Ircland, its trucst bencfactors, are
leaving it defeated in purpose and
rumors of Fenian outrages; guards
arc being doubled over all the armor-
ics and magazines where there are
guns or ammunition stored, and there
sutniner the Fenians may repeat the
tactics of 1866, and endeavor to strike
England through Canada. Of the
final result there will be no doubt
men nay, like the counsel of Ahi-
tophel, be brought to nought, and
that peace, order, and rightcousness
may return to the land. Let us not

subject, T propose to contribute a few
brief articles to the columns of Tur
Cananns Inverrsmaa, onthe + Holy

“Catholic Church™ of the New Testa-

ment, withthe lessons to belearned there
from for the shaping of our * policy” of
the future.

There is no expression in the original
language of the New Pestament which
can be translated by the phrase, **The
Holy Catholic Church.” It may, how-
ever, be regarded as embodying what
is very clearly taught therein concern-
ing theChurch of Jesus Christ The attri-
butes ascnbedto that Church, especiallyin
the epistle to the Ephestans, fuilly sustain
or hear out all that it may be justly
claimed to indude. The Church as
“the bhody of Christ.” to which God
“gave him o be head vver all things,”
is Jdearly the Cwsversal Church (Eph. 1.
3) Suchalso is the Church which
Christ ~loved)” and for which * he gave
himself™ a sin offering (Eph. v 25); m
reference to which also, he sanvs . 0 L
1 will build vy Church” (Matt. \wi. 18)
It s referred to as Zlolv, having heen the
object of Christ’s love and sacrifice:
* that he might present it to himself a
glorious Church ; not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing ; but that 1t
should be Aofy and without blemish ™
(Eph. v, 27).

Fhe prnapal figeres by which thrs
Church s represented in the New §esta
ment are the vine (John \v. 5), the sheep-
Sold (John \. 1, 7. 10), the natural bady
(1 Cor. xit. 12), @ KNingdomr (John awiit
36), and the fonsly (Fph. i 13).

Portions or scctions of this Holy
Catholic Church are addressed severally
as *‘the church of God which is at
Corinth” (1 Cor. i. 2), *“the church of
the Thessalonians which is in God the
Father and in the l.ord Jesus Christ ™
(1 Thes, 1. 1), **the saints and faithful
brethren which are in Christ Jesus, which
are at Collosse (Col. 1. 1).  Then, sim-
ply as *the Church of Ephesus (Rev.
i 1), “the Church in Thyaura” (.
18), **the Church in Sardis™ (. 1),
and *“the churches of Galaua™ (Gal
i 2).
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‘I'his Church, be it observed, is not an
“e plurtbus unum” (one thing from
many) as a nation formed from many
states, but rather an ¢ wno plura (inany
from one) as the family or the flock
(Gal. iii. 16), (Heb. xi. 12). Not a cen-
glomerate ; wythed. hooped or corded
together, but a life flowing through
numcrous channels, and in numecrous
directions ; “‘frem which all the body by
joints and bands, and knit together, in-
creascth with the increase of God ” (Col.

ii. 19).

CounTrY PARSON

be the first prime minister th .t has |

BOND STREET CHURCH,
lo the Edutor ¢f the Canadian Independent.

Drar Sik,  In pursuance of the order
of the Church, 1 have pleasure in en-
dosing, fur publrauon wm your neat

issue, the answer of the Churdh to the |

resolutions of which a copy appearad in
the IsperesniNg of the 2oth ult.
Yours truly,
THovAs Eroak, Ses.
Bond Street Congregational Church,
‘Toronto, Feb. s, 1881,

On the 26th January, at the annaal
meeting of the Bond street church, the
resulutions were taken to considera-
tion, and the new Deacon's Board sub-
mitted the subjoined reply, which was
adopted unamiously :

*‘That in review of the recent action
of the churches of our faith and order
in this ity in response to the efforts of
this church towards a renewal of fellow-
ship, be it hereby resolved -

1. That to the Western Church and
its late pastor, the Rev. J. B. Silcoy, we
heg to express our high apprediation of
the Christian sympathy and  fellowship
ertended at 2 time and under arcum-
stances when such sympathy and fellow-
ship were most necded, and for the renew-
ed eapression of its confidende so recently
tendered. ‘Fhe Chunh assures  thar
brethren of its hearty  rediprocation, and
pledges itself to wunest co-vperation with
themn in cveny good word and work. It
gladly avails wself of the opportunity
thus afforded to further assure the Wes
tern fellowship of its hope and prayer
that an under shepherd may cre long be
settled over them in the gospel who shall
worthily suceced their late  esteemed
pastor.

*“2. In response to a resolution of a
conference adoptedby the Northern, Zion,
and Yorkville churches, this church re-
cords 1its opinion that the proceedings of
the said conferenc e were uncongregation-
al, inasmuch as definite action was tahen,
which acnon should have hoen et to
the respotive charchios reforrad o

=3 That the church emphatically 1
pudiates e suggestin of “wrong do
ing” comerved o the rosolution, and
considers the imputation as unworthy  of
a body of Christtan brethren, themsahves
subject to error and nustake.

* 4. With regard to the withdrawal of
the church trom the  Congregational
Union  of Onzario and  Quebed, the
church  regrets that  the  conference

Lalluded to felt atself called upon to pas-.

judgment.  This s a subject entirely be
tween the dharch and the Union, and
will be considered at the proper thing
and place In the wmeanwhile, the
church would plare on record that no
discourtesy whatever was shown towards
the committee of the Union appointed
to confer with it. but the very reverse, as
the following correspondence will prove

LEITER FROM DR, WILRES, DALED HAM
H 10N, JUNE 2180, 1378,

“To the Secretary of the Fond Strect

Chusch :

*Dewk Sik. Your communication
from the Bond strect Church, withdraw-
from the Congregational Union of Onta
rio and Qucbec, was in accordance with
rule referred to the Membership Com
mittee, which, after duc consideration,
reported a resolution as follows :  Ae-
sofved, that the letter of Bond Street
Congregational Church, ‘Toronto, be laid
upon the table meanwhile, and that a
committee be appointed to confer with
the Church and report thereon to the
Union as soon as possible, because it is
due to a Church that has held the po-
sition which this Church has for so long
a time, to make all reasonable efforts to
retain it in the Union; said committec
to consist of the chairman of the Union,
the Rev. R. K. Black, Revs. Dr. Wilkaes,
Dr. Cornish, and K. M. Fenwick.

“Prior to leaving London this ¢crm-

mittee met, and appointing me convener

l requested me to address you as secretary
of the church, stating vur appointment,
and that as it would not be possible for
us within any reasonable time to confer
with the church otherwise than hy written
correspondence, we should ¢l obliged
by any communication from the church
L'to us which they may deem it proper to
make in view of the design mentioned in
the resolution. 1 return to Montreal
probably next week, and may be ad-
dressed there at any tine.
* Yours very traly,
¢ HENRY WILKES.”

The following letter was sent in reply. -

f

CHONH ST CONGRPGATIONAT CUHURCH,
Toranta, August gth, 1878,

“The Rer. Henry (80kes, D.D., L.1.D.:

“Dove Stk Your letter of the 2i1st
June came duly to hand and was read to
the church at its last church meeting on
July 31t The church anstructed  its
officers to address a leiter to you as con-
vener of the committee appomted by the
Union at Tondon in June last,to the fol-
lowing effect: First of all, the church
begs to eapress s full appreciation of
the kindness that led to the appointment
of that committee, at the same tune the
church begs to assure the committee that
it was m no spmit of chuldish irrntation
that 1t resolved 1o withdraw from, the
Union. It was not a pleasant task to
sever assouations that had been chensh-
ed for more than @ quarter of a century.,
But the church was compelled by self
respect and urged by the reasons already
assigned to breah away. Fhe churchdid
not desire to compromise the Union nor
any of its members, nor did 1t desire to
be the occasion of strife, but 1t did de-
sire for itself, that it might be permitted
to perorm undisturhed the work the
Master avvigned . The chureh guite
clearly understands that severance from
the Union ts not severance from the de-
nomation.”

*The Year-Book tor 183754 says, p.
14, that - It 15 not ne essary to the good
pand regalar standing of a2 munister or
_church to be conne ted with the Umon.?

This chur h came o us deaston deliber-
pately and prayerfully, and if 1 had ever
entertained @ dotbt of the wisdom of its
coursy, the July issue of the denomma-
tional organ  would have settled that
doubt.

* While the church mauntains as warm-
Iy as ever s atiachment to the denomi-
nation, and desires 1o~ e to its utter-
most the cause of Congregationahsm 1n
Canada, it s fully and unanmously of
the opmion that  withdrawal from the
Congregationai Lmon ot Ontarto and
Quehed is iis vnly honorable course.

(" Signad) Fhomas W, Handford, pas-
tor . James  braser. James  Thomson,
Vdward Bedhart, James Farquhar, Fran-
K is Robinson, deacons,

3. While desiring fellowship with all
Evangelical churches of its own and
other denominations, this church resolves
that under no consideration will it revive
the discussion of those unhappy mistakes
into which it feli, and for which it ex
presses its sorrow and regret. Such a
course will, it s helieved, soonest allay
differences  that necessarily  exist with
respet t thereto.

*6. While forgetting the things behind,
we desire to press forward in the spirit of
the Gospel, which invariably cherishes
* peace and good will” towards all: and
may the Divine Head of the Church ever
be our strength, and use us as a people for
the furtherance of His Kingdom in the
hearts of men.

Signed by order of the church,

‘T'HOMAS ELGAR,

Secretary Bond street Congregational
Church.

-

Taese six—the peevish, the niggard,
the dissatistied, the Ea.ssionatc, the suspi-
cious, and those who live upon othery’
means—are forever unhappy.




