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THE TARIFF.

The The duties imposed by Mr. Iield-
Praferential ing’s tanff, while presenting few sweep-
Clause. ing reductions such as overwhelm an

industry and anmihilate it, yet include many changes
which are¢ more or less revolutionary in their nature.
Of these, the preferential clause is the most important,
and of the various industries affected, the manufacture
of wool in all its branches is most seriously threatened.
The chief sources of our woolen imports, at present,
are England, France and Germany. Practically no
woolens are import:d from the Umted States, a fact

evidenced by the total absence from the textile journals
of the United States of any discussion of our new turiff,
If, as 1s hoped, English imports alone come in under this
clause, the effect of the reduction will not beso regrettable
as it would otherwise be, but still English competition 1s
the most serious to which our manufaccurers are sub-
Jected , although great quantities of cheap goods come
mn from Germany and still more are imported from
Germany through Great Britain, especially in ready.
made ctothing, cloaks, mantles, etc. The British pro

ducer has many advantages, natural and acquired, over
his Canadian rival. Coalis cheap in Great Bntamn,
being both free of duty and produced abundantly in
many parts of the island.  The absence of duty on any
of the raw matenals, together wath the fact that London
is the world’s woul market, and that in that country
the necessary miachinery can be obtained in the greatest
perfection at the least cost, makes the manufacture of
woolen goods much cheaper thanhere. Then the advan

tages arising from climate are great. The coal necessary
to heat a Canadian mill would operate an English one,
such is the difference in temperature between the two
countries. The relative cheapness of labor and capital
is too well known to need re-statement. It is manifest
that we need a considerable measure of protection against
British woolens. The qyestion is, have we enough?
Many of our manufacturers say they havenot. Then if
this 1s the case, and the British preferential clause is to
remain, why not raise the general tanff still higher ?

The abolition of specific duties has
vs. much to be said in its favor. A spe-
Specific Dutles. cific duty falls more heavily on the
cheaper matenals, and 1n so far as it acts as a revenue
producer, collects an unfair proportion of the revenue
from the poorer consumer. When its effect 1s truly
protective and restrains imports, it tends to shimulate
the production of the lowest grades of the matenals
protected, thus injuring our market at home and our
reputation abroad. On the other hand, it 1s clamed
that ad valorem duties tend to cause under-valuation ;
that the revenue s thus cheated, and our mnvoice cletks
made inmoral. Great difficulty has been experienced in
collecting ad valorem duties inthe United States, but then
1t has bieen found impossible to collect an income tax sat
1sfactonly in that country, awing to the fact that i many
quarters 1t 1s not considere I immoral to lie snlong as
you make a dollar by it, nor to stealin sums of, say, over
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