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duty. But Daniel was tou good ani tou
brave a man to do any of these. Uce knew
thuî bit, dlity %%-.w to iiiakeo tbe besit of bis cir-
cumstances anti to seck the good uf the coun-
try, for in it8 good lie wud find good. Hence
thougi iior furgetful of Jerustalem, lie was
reaigned uescfui and happy in Babylon. Ilia
rcizion t8iiglit hian hunesty towards outsiders
and fidelirv tu his empiovers, and so weil did
ho discliarge bis duties iltit lie rose under five
successive reigus tilt lie was set over ail the
rmalin. It speaks weil for a public servant ia
this cnuntry ivlo keeps bis position unider two
changes uf guvcrnment, but you %vill tind
Danieli the saine fiithtul open and courteous
servant under ail bis masters. And what. a
we;ght of business devoived upon him. ".rhc
administration of justice formcd rio small part
of his duty. Before him as lie rat in the gate
apeilan: and defendant came. It was his tu
hear the cause, to weigh the probabilities of
evitlence, tu adjudicate andi to execute. On
bita also devolvel te financial administration
of the reaim. Ilc bad lu get trom eachi re-
luctant satrap the triltute assessed tapon the
province, to clheck the accounts uf the presi-
dent and to sec as the taie was told into tbe
treaisury. that the King sufféredl no damage.
"Now wben you think of ail tbe business
devoiving upon titis one man, how he wAs in
the language uf modern limes, Finance Min-
ister, Lord Chief tustice, Hoire anti Fotreign
Sccretary, watt% Minister and Premier," yoaa wiil
aslow tbat Daniel liait enuugb tu (Iu and was
perfcctlv excusable, tbougi lite attended only
to the matter on baud-at ieast ho- mnany of
our met no« a dlays excuse i.mseives fruta
attending rigosmeetings througlh press of
business! «"O the shop! cv.eriýîbing must be
sacrifieed to that.>' " But what did D)aniel."
Be negiectcd nat bis appoinîments witb God
whiie be perforrned bis secular duties diligent-
iy. "lThen lie must have made but a pour
president!" Nay, it was tbis frequenting bis
eloset that kept him righî., bis bead cool aud
his baud u~cady et tbe beim, wbiie absorption
in business bas made tome merebants imbecile,
torre statesmen suicides, and manv more good
oniy for one thiag, but it was prayer that kept
Daniei rigb , i cad coc -rd h 'atoa
that sanctified prudence, wisdom and author.
it7 , hence are tber<' two errors here to be
a'ioided. Sorne busy men wiil nul pray for
want of time,tbougb more correctiy for want of
wsiil; others again pray but negleet prudence,
diligence and industry in their cailing
-flot no Daniel ; flot withont fidelity to
man whiie min'dfnl of his appointment8 with
Cod and he prosperet.

But a third trait 1 brin.- hefore you is
his consistoe and cou.-aqi'. Daniel was
mot without enemies. Bis Very suc-

cess provoked tbem; but wbaî did the!
ailege azainst 1dim. "« Any mal-aduîinisîra-
lion of office or negict ot business, any per-
sona[ aggrandisement or diâtribution of pat-
ronage." Suelt are thu charges brougbt
a'-ainst officiais in our day but againsî Daniel,
ai?ter ali their seareb, his enemica, could allege
nought except concemning the law of hi@ God,
noble tribute borne by bis focs ! " Rectitude
aint piety his soiL- offence." Had sucb a
president lived in our day -~ O Daniel live lor
ever" biad been bis salutation; but now Daniel
must suflèr for rigbteousncss and be puuished,
for praying tu God. His enemies devise a
iaw that if any one shaîl petition any God
or man for 30 days tave King Darius, ho
shail be cast intu tbe den ut Iiiun.' Sit lia,
enacîmnents bave disgraced tbe stature book of
England in the reigu ut Charles 11, tbiat if auj
une worsiaipped in a Conventicle or prayed
extept by the bootk ot commun prayer, lio
would suifer in1prisonnieuî. For no other
offeuce dîd Bunyain lie 12 years in Bedford
jail. But ut such iaws it may ho said that
passet in the iuteiests ut a party and againat
rigliteuusncss. tiwy recuit ultiuaateiy ngainbt
thieir perjtetrators; for tbirsting to ensnare
Daniel, bis cucunies f'eu tbemselves into the
suare tbey batd set. Darius unsuspectingly
passed the deerce and then they 'vatchet for
Dattiel's breacb. Soon it occurred. -Now
wblen Daniel knew that the writing was signed,
hoe wcnt mbt bis bouse and bis výindows being
open in his ebamber toward Jerusalem, ho
kueit upon bis kucs îhree limes a day and
praved and gave tbanks before bis Gut as
aforetime.*' Tis is courage. Some wouid
have tuggeçtedl "shaow some time tu pass,
Daniel, ani do not precipitate matters," but
iuiei foluwed nul tbcse tempurnisers. But

others more covertly stiil wby nul pray in jour
beort. It wuuld niot du t luet tbemn kuow
wiaî yuu are atl)u. Sbut duwn tbc window
and leave tbe cioset but pray in your heart,
tbat wili answer as weil since Got reads the
beart and titus y'iu wili both sc>jve God and
save your lite." Yes this is worldiy wise
counsel serving twu masters, but Daniel's c-an-
science would flot let bita do su and Danîei'a

(-,l....JA.ot have lutr picased for he han
said, « nu man eau serve two masters." IlYe
cannot serve Gud and Mammon." And 60
Danîi did as aforetime. Beautifut are cou-
sistence snd courage. The Martyrs wouid
have got their lives had they only put a few
grains of incense upun Caesar's altar. The
reformers; had they uniy withbeld l1 eir senti-
ments about transubstantiatiou; Christ and
Jupiter both Caligula wouid bave wor@sbipped,
but Daniel, when ho knew tbat the writing

wa sind, wenî lu hi 0hamber and praved
as artime. Couragu sud conaistence ini
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