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A JOUIINEY TU>HOA
13Y RHEV. MR. 8SLIMMON.

IssCIILeN.ý lit Juie, 189-5.

FitRLitiOR,-Thie l1onnii Presbytery soine
tim lue ago directedl its uîissioîîaries to write

yoii in turx, >o, 1 will try to obey axîd tell yoii
soinethiîîg of our coîuing. esr.Goforth, Mfal-
colin and 1 left Toronto '20t h Feth.,.andl reached
Chui WVang :i.)t h April, nearly seventy days.

Th'le oceaîx voyage hiatl it-s lig-htý::tîîd shadows.
O1l Fatlier Neptune, as uisial, for the first few
days, inaie the good thiîgs provided by the
steNvard seei vanity aiM< vexation0 of spirit. The
bulk of tlue pasîgrsindulg-ed iu the usuial

sersat~ the foreigii îissionarie.s, aud iii their
discuxssion-,, whicli were hield at intervals be-
tween their gaies of poker, and flavored wvith
braîîdy and cigars, they decied that rnissionary
-%vork %vas a faihîre, ani, at alxv rate, the hieathenl
were perfectly well satisfied witli tlieir own reli-
gions, and that people had no right to go aîîd
force uipoîx themn imother religion whiclx they dici
not want.

The brighiter side of tie journiey wvere the
pleasant houx-s of fellowivpi %itli the few earriest;
Christiauîsstich as- are usually found incevery com-
pany. Thon thero wvere the soul-refreshing stu-
dies of Seripture, aud fixe blessed mueetings hoeld
airong the sailors.

Your threc missioxiaries %vere speciaily cu-
couraged in the înoctixg.s hceld dowil iii the fore-
c.ast.le, by seenig souls converted to God.

There was one case, that of the boatswainis
niale, whichi %vas specially izîtercsting. At the
tirst meeotinîg, sitting in one of the back Seats, lie
scemed to bo cagerly drinking in evorv wvord.
Me at once began searching the Scriptures to sec
if the-se things %vere so, and SOOJI tie lighit shone
ln,and lie was conv-erted to God. Atfie following
meeting hie got ip andga'-e his test inxoîîy, and a
cloar and decided oixe it wvasý-. Hie is a mian of
ver strong character, ancl is sure to bo a pow-or
for good aniong a crew that -%vas xioted for itls
rough, Godle.ss character.

Sunday, 1lîth M.\arci, ,,.-w the pax-ty in Japaîx-
plucky little Japan, whichi lias been cre-tiîxg
suclia diversion il% ixe East, miixl to the disigîst
of the Chiinese. The latter siîîxnlv refuse to be-
lieve tiat tlîey have ben beatenl hy Japaii. Trie
Chinese oflicors wvho ]lave been iii action ]lave
corne back to tîxcir homes wvitli the tale that not
only Japan, but Englaîxd, France, Gcrîxxany.
Russia and al] the F-orci--n Pou-cr.s have becîx
fîghiting agaiist tliem.

Oxie camînot but admire t ie sigmis of vigorous
life in .Japan, whlile tîme cheuerfuil spirits and
politc inanners of the people send cvcryoneawaty.v
withi good Nvisl;ios- for thein and their coîintr-
May tliey sooîx be led to a knowledge of the truc
God, witliout wvhii aIl the energy and vigor of
tic nation wvill but prove a cur.

At Slizuxgliai iu:uîy oid fricîxis vere ie- but
Nve could imot t:u'ry, for 1loiman %vias ouir goail, so
the steamer up1 tie coa.st for Tiemitsiln wvas boai-
cd, anid Nve %vere sý'o away.

A. sad incident, whiel Shlows hou' ligliîly 11h-
is valued by the Ciiiose, took place as me vere
passiixg the great forts at the inolth of the Yî~
tse River. The Chinese purser lii occasion to
rebuke Ixis servant, wvho at once fllw into a ter-
rible passion, aîîd, after ragi,,iig aron for a
little, deliberately juinped overboandr(. The
steamer at once stopped, but rlioughi she %vaited
for some time, 310 more vas over seexi of the poor
Chinaniami.

It wms ternibly ":u-asul hîxrried into eter-
îiity "'itîxout God ;anxd yet, lie wvas oîîly omie of
tic thirty-three thousand tîxat pcnislied that d1ay,
amid perislî every dayix China, in the sainxe hope-
less conîdition. Let tîxose to wliose caro- tie
Gospel lias been commnitteci ponder over tîxis ani
speak with God about il.

Other incidenîts of fixe tlîree days' voyage to
Tientsix were tîxe touchinig at Cliefoo, and bciîig
clias-ed by omie Japaixese xîxatn-of-îvar anxd over-
hauled by aiofixer.

At Tientsini we wvere muet by -%r. M. J. Bos.:-
wvick, Whlo lias Sliown 8o miuch k'indness, to Our
missionx, amui whlo soon liad our party under Jus
Ixospitable r-oof. -Many ii.sionanties ivlio liait
lîcen for:ed to leave tîxeir stationis !i the in-
terior, o'viîg to Uic unsettled state of the couin-
try, wererxesidinigiiitlie city. Tlîeyivcre elxiefly
wvoinen, as the mcin lad for the înost part re-
nxainci ait tîxeir p)osts;. But thîey were omxe and.
aill wisiîing tîmat. permission lic graîited themn t(>
return to their fields.

Four busy days wvere spent at Tientsin, mnazk--
imî- purcîxases, gettixîg passports, searclîing fora,
house-boat for the voyage inland by river to
liomiai. At hasi all~a ready, and we wvere o31
boardi our bxoulxe for tie next nmonth or so.
T 'he style of thxe Cli iiiese hi.' ise-boat senis to
coxifirmx the story of its origin. A1n Empero-.
giving orders to hlis carpenter to build a boat.
wvas iwsked for a patternx or plan. Ilis minci lie-
il)g occîxpicd %vitlî affairs of state, lie kicked osi"
]lis slioe amI .saf:d " M1iake it like thiat." Ami(
t,.iîeyare ailljust likà%e "txat»"

Reul Chila liai lieca reachici at last, amnd clxi-
iese idleasaud îîetxods 'vere predoininamit iiow.

No travellinigat îlîirty or f. ýy mile-san Ixour. It
îookz a day and a hai f to gel, ov-cr tîxe next thre
mliles, aix it iîiglît have liceen a1 %eck: aîîd a lialf
if the ti-avellers liad îlot sent for t!irce river
policemueni or 1' blorkade breakers.-

The canxal o'- %vlîichw '%v ve to tratvel ~
simply packed. I amx sure sonixe of the boats
w-olild bo stuck thei-e for weeks, but omîr " lek*
a-ie lîreakzers." wvitlî tlieir officiaI icîmets and
rois of office, liy dimît of sqluccziîxg, yehhing and
aatthetii-imiig, togetlier wvith a hibex-al use of
t hini «"rois.," got Uic boat througli i il one da1.1v
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