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lu -.;plte Gf the "bhard tlîues" most of the con-
gregations througliout our chur-cli have liad, as
the annual reports of many of thoîin show, aisuc-
cessful year financlally. Nominal ChrIstiana may
begin to, economize at the Lord's lIeuse when
economy is rendered necessary, not se the reai
Christian, and the backbone of our congregations
is made of sucli.

Student The Colilege sessions are dra%ý ing to a
Preachers. close. The situdents %% iii son Lec
going eut te the vnrîous Home Mi:,sion fields fur
the summer. Stations that have had but littie
preaching will ho made glad once more. The
silent Sabbaths will beconie %,uoeai v iti praise.
It is a geod t.hing though there i.3 ,jometiinîe. a
dearth of prea,-hcrs la the Home Mibsioni field in
-winter, surnmer brings them, likie the ,ong birds,
back aga"n May thcy ail have heavca's own
naelody in their song.

Iielp (roui Rev. C. W. Gordon, formerly of
Scotland. Banff, %vent to Scotland to study

during the present winter. While therc lie lias
been trying to deepeni the interest in our great
Home Mission field (witlh its growing population
f rom Scotland and aimost every other land), and
-with grand resuits. He lias received pledges
frona a number of congregations, some flfty or
sýix'y iii ail, to contribute £50 sterling cacli, per
> car, for tliree years, te support a missionary la
the North-West. Ia addition to this the U. P.
studeats are takîng up the saine field as Ilie
work of their Missionary Society for this year,
whicli will mneail not only added income, but
largeiy increascd interest in tliis work.

LETTEE. FROM 11EV. DR. ROBERLTSON.

~Nreply to nurnerou.s inquirieq permit mue to
~state that the Home and Foreign Mission.

ary, ia the matter of salary, stands on a wholly
différent footing. The Foreign Mission Coni-
inittee pledges itseif te pay the whole salai-y of
the Foreign Missionary, and pays iL punctunlly
and iii full. The Home Mission Committe
-,iinply mal.es a grant of $200 or $30O to lielp a
.mission field to support its missionary, and holds
itbelf liable only for that amount. Sliould hiall,
frosjt, drouglit, or any other causP render the
peopie o! thenmL.sion field unablê to pay tlivir
:,hare e! the salary, the iinissionary nîust bear
the loss. It is true that the Committee has
occasioaally come to the heip of missionaries
w itli fanîllies, wlio have sustained severe losses,.
but its straitcncd finances has prevented either
frequent or large aid lieing givea, and lience men
have been obiiged te abandon the field. Rad the
Comrnittee a surplus of $3000 or ?400 to meet
special ela.ims, it would niake a vast improve-
ment la its woriz and put new life inte many a

nlssionary. Thif inl:dnjiui salary l.s low enougli,
but whien the nisbioîîary lubes one, two or eveîî
thrc hundred dollars of iL, liow is lie going to
live? If congregationb put thie means in the
Iiands of the Coninittee It, cun safely lie trusted
to provide for the missionaries.

Tlîanks art- due to several congregationai,
young people's, socicties, and menibers of thie
Chiurchi for nid given and proni!.,ed £lie people
will respond if ail the facts arc before theni.
It should not bc forgottun that the fieid la
cxtending every ycar. that more fields are
suppiied now during %- Inter thar., formierly, and
thiat hience the ordinary expenditure la inercased.

The 11ev. C. W. Gordonî, formcrly of Banff, Is
addIrcssiig audiences in Scotiand about the
Western Mlisbion field, and rccelilng encourage
ment. lie 18 getting plcdgcs froni several con -
gregations to contribute £W0 a year for thre
yearj t.o support a nissionary. This wvill heip
the revenue in coming ycars and deepen the
i'terest, of the Scottish people ln the work.
Interlîn reports of an encouraging kind have
heen reeeived, but thie wvork will not lie coni
pleted tilI towardb the end of ilarch.

Mr. James Morron, a graduate of Blelfast, lias
broken grounc inl the Wetaskiinii mission 40
miles south of Ednmonton. There are a goed
inaîy Scantdiîîaviain as welI as Ontario settiers
lu the district. \Vetaskiwin promises te become
a good centre because of the large area of good
land lu the neighbozhood and because o£i the
market of the Beaver Lake Country. Mission
aries have also gone West recently for Green
Valley, Wei-wyn andi Upper Ghuilliwvaek,.

Arrangements have been nmade wvith tUe Rey.
John Kovacs, a. Hungarian minister now iii
l9ennsylvania, and lie ib entering on %vork among
his countr3men in Assîinib-jia iii April next.
About 50 fainilles accompany hi -n froin the
United States.

For the scattered colonies of Scandinavians,
Icelanders, Germianb aîd uthier nationalitie.9 now
Uncaru(l for, our Chiurcli sliould lie prepared to
niake provision. Our ain must be no t to niinister
to descendents of Scotch and Irish people ont>,
but to ail Nvhom vy e cani reacli that are without
ordinances.

Because the lines are less riçridly draw%%n ini the
West than lu many other parts of the Dominion,
unions are more easily effected. One alis:sionary
wvx1teb, -Wheni 1 Caine here nearly four years;
ago, there were Nvitliin thie limits of my charge
2 -- ininisters and 1 - minister, now ail
dlenoiniination9 have corne in ivitii us and are
working harmoniously.-' T%% o clhurches have
been built and a manse is to bie undertaken nest
season.

lf practicable an ordained aiissionary shouid
ho sent in to explore the country north. of thie
Thomson.River next spring and report. If some
vw ealthy niiember of the Church wouid gnarantee
$300 for the purpose it -%ould ho nioney wcll
spent. There are thousands of peopie iii the
district %% lilly uncared for by any Christlin
body.

Favorable accouis continue te be reeeived
froin the points were the 11ev. Mr. Fowier i
eonducting evangelistie services.


