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Perliaps thiere is 11o cianivorous animital of the saine size and
grenuis, wvith the exception of the cheetahi, that can leap E0 nar fur a
nuniber of consecuitive, iounds as caîi the cougar. A full grown one
ean leap tweîîty feet and npwards at e:Lch bonnd, for a distance of one
Lundred yards or more. I can reàdily credit titis, whien 1 know front
personal observation, that the large wiry-haired Scotchl stagounoid can.
cover twcnty fect at eachi stride, and keep up the pace for à couple of*
miles. A large Virginian deer can leap froin seventeen to twenty feet
and keep up the gait for a considerable distance, when freshly started,,
«%vitli the xnatchless chorus of the houinds behind inii. About six years
ago, I had the cwicsity to ieasure, a single bound of a fine spike
Itorned buck, after it bad rushied down -the steel) side of one of our owivn

Laurentian hlis before the hounds; and 1 fotrnd that, froni the spot
from. whence it liad sturted to the point where its fora feet struek th e
earth again, the distance 'vas one lInn dred and eleven feet, or tlîirty -
sDven yards. The decent oe gradle WA3, of cours--, exc 3edingly
s teep.

I bave heard ininy an excit.ing, !tory, and read ntuuy a, thrilling
account, of the blood-curdiing scream of the punther, or, as titis animal
bas been frequentiy called, the. "ca.,tamount," but. I bave neyer seen

one i the ct of screarning. or under auy other circuinstances except in,
a nenagerie. On two or three occasions, niany years ago, I iteard, iu

the tbick forest near tho Village of R~ichmtond, and aftervards in the
Towvnship of H1untley, sonie strangely startliug and frigbItfiil soreanis,
whiclh I then attributed to the cougar. De tbis as it miay, I have heard
no screams of the saiue kind for tbe last tbirty years.

Being' always fond olf muîsic, I soon learned, not, however, wvith-
out solue trouble, to imitate the terror-striking screara of the cata,
inount; and ]îaving been given to, barmless; practical joking, I have.
freqiiently accelerated the gait of nocturnal tr-avellei's, and had the.

l)leastire afterwards to listen to their exagg.cerated accounts of narrow
escapes. It neyer required more titan two goqcl yells te put the boldest
te flight. ***

I think 1 have now told you ail I know concerning the cougar.
If 1 have entertained any of my hearers, or, better stili have instructed
'11y in the sutallest degree, I shall censider myself autply rewarded foi,


