
research by means of observations ani experiments, the humé of which,
naturaliy, was the universities, so at tis eariy date the Italian universi-
ties conducted comparative anatomical inquiry into the animnais next to
man in the scale.

In the 17thi century these experimenters begain to band themselves
into societies for mutual support andi intercourse, and acadeinies were
fouinded whose phiiosophical spirit soon spread from suci centres to the
nation. At Napies, in 1650, was founded the first of such academiest
which still survives ami retains its naine, IlAcademia Naturse Curio-

ThsorlScituomodo,."flnd a icr
lu 1662> "TeRylScey"o odn niCnwsicr

porated by royal charter. A littie later Louis XIV. fouuded "lThe
Acadeniy of Sciences of Paris."

The dogma of the isolated stuident of science was restrained, and
dogmatie -%.iews were rapidiy dispeiied by argumient and the agreement
to adinir. as tritth oniy that wvhich wvas the resuit of observation or
mathernatical 'caicuiatiou.

The influence of these great academnies in bringing together the
coilectors,, the rnuseum imen, and the systematie aniatomists, was soon
feit in the field of p.rogress of Z oology, and placeil it now, for the first
time, on a plane nearer the rational one froiu which botany had been
viewed.

By ani examination of the eariy records of the Royal '«S-ociety it le
notieed that inarvelionis relations were iiot permnitted at its meetings,
but solely demonstrabie experinients or the exhibition of the actual
specimen. Under the light and influence of such strict inquiry, witch-
cr-aft, aiclxemy, and other medizeval telic.s of superstition disapî)eared and
vaiuished from public belief like snow 1;efore a July sun. But a bost
of uew wonders had accumnulated whici wvere stmbstittited, beîng truth
demonstrabie by accurate observation.

The progress of the l8th century perbaps cuiminated in the great
Swedishi Naturaliat, Linnaeus, whule such nmen as Jolin flunter aud
Ray undertook the task of exatuining, the anatoniical structure of the
'whole animal kixxgdom aud classifying its umenibers by the resuits of
sucli profound study.

The invention and perfecting of the microscope in the l9tlh cwn.ary


