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duced one of the kings to insist up on the inlîab-
itants living u pon the, water, on ch su pposit ion
that their dwellings would bu more cleaiily, a)ndl
consequently the inmates less subjected to the
baieful effects cf that scourge of the East. This
is a remarkable fact, that an uneducaled, nay,
uncivilized barbarian should have entertained
such notions as to the conduoiveness of dlean-
Jiness to lîealth and vigour ; but, alas ! so sloth-
fui are the people, so frightfully indifferent to
their own interests and health, that, aithougli
with very slight exertion, their cabins or fliaI ing
honses mniglt lie more easily scrubbed and sour-
ed out every morning, they are seldom ever se
inuch as swepl. There is anoîher and greal dis-
advanlage te wvhich this systern lias exposed the
inhabitants; il is this; cattie, docgs, cals, nay,
even somelimes humnai bodies, that have been
drowned on the river higher up o11 the Yuthia
eide, are perpetuaily being swept down, by the
current, ani getting entangied underneaih the
ahouses amnidst the- bamboo or potes that mnoor
themn: the. înmates as well as the neighibours
are assailed with pestiiential odours %vhîch they
have no possible means of riddin.g thernselves
of ; anà they have nio alternative but abide pa-
tiently titi lime ani tide carry awvay this nuisance,
being subjected in the interval, te local mism
quite sufficient te breed typhus in a malignant
form, anothor inconvenience is, that tiiese hoeu-
ses, being so litile elevatcd above the wvater's
edge, are necessariiy damp and humid, ani con-
aequently rheumatic fevers are ext remeély preva-
lent during the monsoons.-Neal's Residence in
Siamn.

MILK, B3READ, AND BUTTER TREES.
Cc We had heard several weeks before, of a

tree, the sap cf which is a nourishing milk. It
is caiied'1 the cow-trael; and wve were assured
that the negrees cf the farm, wvho drink plenti-
fully of this vegý,etable milk, cousider il a whoie-
some aliment. Ail the mîlky juices cf plants
being acrici, bitter, and more or Iess poisonous,
this account appeared to us very extraordinary;
but we found by experience during our stay ai
Barbula, that the virtues cf this Iree had nlot been
exaggcraîed. Thtis fine tree riscs like the broad-
leaved star-applo. Its obloig and pointed leaves
rougrh and alternate, are marked by laierai, ribs,
prominent at the Iowver surface,, and parallel.
Some cf them are ton inches long. We did net
sec the flowor: the fruit is somewhat fleshy, and
contains one and sometimes twe, nuls. When
incisions are mrade in the trunk of this tre, it
yields abundan'e cf a glutinous milk, toIerably
thick, devoid of ai acriiiity, anci cf an agreeable
and balrny smoll. It wvas offered to us in the
sheil of a caiabash. We drank consideorable
quantities cf it in th.e evening beforo we %vent lu
bed, and very early iii the i-r -irning-, -%vithout feel-
inff the I easî injuricus effei~c. The viscocity cf
thls miik alone rendors il a littie disagreeable.
The riegroes and the froc, people whio work ii
tbeplaîitations drinjk it,dippiin m itthieir bread

cf maize or cassava. The overscer cf the farm.
told us that the negi-ces grow sensibly fatter

dnring the season %vhen the pale de vaca fur-
nishs thein with most milk. TIhis u x
posed te the air, presents at its surface1 (perhaps
in consequence cf lthe absorption cf the almos-
plieric oxygen) memnbranes cf a strongi1y animai-
ized substance, yellowish, stringy and rescm-
bling cheese. These membranes, separated
fromi the rest cf the more aquecus liquici, are
elastie, almosl likze cauîchcuc; but they undergo,
iii time, the same phenomena cf putrefaction as
grelatine. The people cail lthe coagulumn that
separates by the contact cf lthe air, cheese.
The coagultim grows sour in the space cf five or
six days. Amidst the great number cf curicus
phienomena which I have ebservet! in the course
cf my traveis, I confess there are few that have
made su powverfui ait impression on me as the
aspect cf the ccw-tree. Whatever relates to
milk or to cor-n inspires an interest tvhich is not
mereiy that cf the physicial knowledge cf things
but is connected wvith another order cf ideas and
sentiments. We can scarcely conceive liow the
humnan race could exisl withcut farinaceous sub-
stances, and without iliat nourishing juice whieh
lte breast cf the mother contains, and wvhieh is
appropriated te the long foeleness cf the infant.
The amylaceous mater cf corn, the object cf
religous veneration anicng s0 inany nations, an-
cient and modern, is diffused iii the seeds, and
deposiîed iii thc rocîs cf vegetables ; milk, which.
serves, as an aliment, appears t0 us exclusively
the preduce. cf animal organization. Such are
lthe impressions we have received in oui- earlicat
infancy: such is aise the source cf that aston-
islimenî created by the aspect cf the Irce just
described. It is n t here the solemn shades cf
foresîs, majestic course cf rivers, îhe mounlains
wrapped in eternai snow, that excite oui- emnotion.
A few drops cf vegetable juice recaîl te our
minds ail the powvertulness and the fecundity cf
nature. <'n the barren flank of a rock groSs a
tree wilh coriaceous and dry leaves. Lîs large
woody r-olts can scarcely penetrate int the stone.
For several monîhs cf the year nlot a single
shcwer moistens its foliage. ls branches ap-
pear dead an-d dried; but when the trunk is
pierced there flows from il a sweet and nourish-
in- mnilk. It is at the rising cf the sun that this
vegrelabie feuntain is mostUaundant. The ne-
groes and natives are thon seen hasL-teninig from
aIl quarlers. furnished wvill large bowis le, me-
ceive the inilk, wvhich grows yeFlow, and îhick-
enis al ils surfnce. Some emply their bowls
under the troc ilseif, cîhers carry the juive bomne
in their chi Idren."l-Humboldi's T-.ra-oels in lthe
Equinoc!ial Regions of Arnerica.

MITCII-MAKIG.-A nev machine for spîit-
tin g the timnber used in mahking matches has
lately been inîroduced at Angusta, Ca. Itt p1its
ivitît case 20,000 a minute or i ,000,000 an lieur,
and lui-ns llîem eut eady te be dipped. Mam-
ias wvill say it is inuch botter a split should pro-

code a match than folbcov it.-7c Ijuiider.


