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when we have heard so much of the evil prac.
tice too frequently resorted to at Petty Ses.
siens, of leaving much of the work, legally
entrusted to the justices, to ho dealt with by
the nîagistrate's clerk, how great is Uhc pro.
sent dissatisfaction of the suitor where thejudicial business in a County Court is neglected
by the judge, and, as for as the law allows,delegated to the registrar, it is altogethier im-possible to justify the Judges of the County
Courts, being legally allowed to delegate tothe. registrars se large a portion of their judi-
cial functions as Mr. Daniel here proposes.

The great object cf the institution of local
courts is to socure the efficient administration
cf justice as near as possible to the scene cflitigation. It would not bc telerated at this
early period cf the reformed system cf County
Courts that, under any sncb pretext asM;
Daniel affords, the streamn cfjustice shotild hoallowed to flow back from the course cf local-
ization te that cf central izatin-n...d it is in-
deed difficult te make eut how iL would hoany compensation te the community for losing
the speedy and effectuaI administration cf jus-
tice on the spot te have a lesser number cfjudges sitting in greater dignity, and with
-more pay, at a distance.

The suggestion that bas been cf late se fre-quent.y made, and is adepted by Mr. D)aniel,that the jurisdiction cf the County Courts as
Civil Courts cf First Instance should bo ex-
tended, is entitled te far more consideration.
The number cf civil causes tried on circuit is
becoming every year smaller. To make the
*County Court Judges assistant te, if net sub-
stitutes for, the judgres cf assi4e, in a large
number cf cases, reducing the number cf cir.
cuit tcwns, instead <A', as Mr. Daniel suggests,the number cf places for holding local courts,would be an unmitigated advantage. TheCeunty Courts, with aIl the defects inherent
in a systcm built up by patchwork legislation,are a valuable institutien-let us inerease
thleir jurisdiction, but flot on any pretencetike away Lie boon cenferred on the public
of supplying justice in small cases, as in large,
speedily and effectually, in the very district
where the litigation arises.

The justice new administered in civil cases,hewever, forms but an inconsiderable part cf
that whivh the community require To really
bring -home Justice te every man'X ewn doorit if, necessary te look beyond this. The
wrongs thRt are every day suffered, the griev-
ances te hoe redressed, especially aniong thehumbler classes, can ho but ineffectualîy dealtwith by any more improvement in our formsof actiou and civil proceduro. The cernplaint
may invcilve a criminal charge, the character,the happiness, the well-being cf iridividuals orcf classes, te whomn the redress, by a formaIaction at law, is a more mockery. Wherever
a criminal charge is involvcd, the parties whostand as accusers and accused have a moreserions issue raised than tint which arises inordinary civil actions. To eacéh cf theni thedealing with the charge legalîy, jnstly, and at

*once, and on the spot, is of far more import-
ance than the ha ving civil remedies supplied
for more debts or money dcmands. To the*mass cf the people the onfly justice they are
accustomed to look to now, is that ivhich, isdeait out to thern ini the magistrates' courts.If the jurisdiction in criminal matters, and inthe large range of cases which are now en-trusted to the mnagistrates, were as c.arefuilly
legislated for as the recovery of debts, thehumbler classes would feci more respect forthe law, and ivould more rarely seek. to botheir own avengers; and the %vholc commua-
nity would bo altogethier more benefitted thanby any mere refornis i n civil procedure. Isit flot practicable to effect reforin equally effi-cacious in the local procedure with respect tothe one branch of justice as to the other ?-so te rJorîn our svstein of administering jus.tice in the great range of matters which nowcorne wjthjn the jurisdiction of justices of thepeace, and in matters of a kindred character,
as to make dealing out law te the masse&; seemmore like the simple administration o«justice.

It weuld be a work of interest te show howthe old Anglo-Saxon system of local justice,which in civil cases lias in our times been, toa great extent, restored by the revival of theCounty Courts, and which existed in no less8force, certainly with respect te crirninal cases,came step by step to give way to innovations,
more or less, of Norman growth-how, longafter the newer institutions had been generally
established, the earlier plant continued to hocherlshed in our ancient cities and towns,whose charters and ancient customs upheldthe privilege of havir g justice in criminal aswell as civil cases adminjstered in local courts;and how, in spite of the spasmodie efforts ofthe Legislature to provide, ly a heap of StatuteLaw, for the difficulties which the substituted
institutions have occasiened, the administra-tien of justice in criminal cases and in ourmagistrates' courts is still left altogete n
certain, confused, and unsatisfactory. It isnot practicable to pursue this topic now-we
have only to point out that thiere seeins riogood reason ivhich is applicable to the ques-tion of reformi in the administration of justicein civil cases, which doos not, wvith at leastequal forte, prevail wvith respect to crimiinal
cases; no reason why, if tic revival 'of theancient systoîn of County Courts has answered
in the case of the one. a sirnilar i eformi mighitnot be advantageously efl'ected with respect
to Uic other; why we could flot have tribu-naIs of First Instance, for the speedy ani
satisfactory disposa] of Uhc whole crimninal
business of the country withiu each of thepresent County Court districts, as well as theCounty Courts in their present formi; why aCountyCourt Judge sitting alone, or as presi-
dent of the assembled mnagistrates, could notdo aIl this (with a jury, of course, in those
cases where a jury is now required), as effec-
tually as a judge or commissioner on circuit,
as the chairinan of Quarter Sessions, or a
Bondi of Justices at Petty Sessions. It


