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To the enthus-iastic embroiderer of the prcsent day, it is intoresting tu trace the
history of the art bath to its very beginning and discov'er, if possible, ]îow and why
the processes which are our lieritage came to be a part of the knowledgc cf the 'vorld.
A great doal of its early history is to]d in that intirnate book efrference-thie Bible-
ivhere we read that God gave Il Nisdom cf hcart " to certain mon, Ilte practice al
kinds of cunning work, cf the engraver and the embroiderer in bitie and purpie and
scarlet and fine linen."1

It is interesting te note, that bore and elsewhere in the Bible we have mention
by namne cf the celors in common use at that day, and that they wore simply two-biuc,
und scarlet-the purple being a union cf the two.

We find aise that those who practiced embroidery were cbicfly-and in faut up to
a certain period exclusively-men ; and that they were exceptional men, what wve
should cail mon cf genius. That diey practiced ail cf the arts in turn or together,
and that their skili was counted as direct inspiration.

The impulses cf genius, as recorded in the Bible, are piainly reforred te this
hcaveniy tcaching ; and we flnd that in the robes cf Aarca and bis soîi-vorn for
ministry-even the design cf the borders was according te divine command. This
'means, if we analyze the record, that at this paiticular point cf time and place and
history, the design cf a border cf embroidery was held te be a matter cf such dignity
and importance as te bo worthy of direct inspiration. It gives us au idea cf the
importance cf the art, and the place it occupied in the affairs cf mon, whicb witbout
this littie record we would hardly entertain.

It was then, according te biblical record, und er direct inspiration, that tbis Iloua-
n ing workman"I te whom the Lord had given genius-a tbing wve cau hardiy spare te
mechanical. arts in these days-prcceeded. te the iaking cf s andards and ideals for
ail future ages. In bis common practice of the arts ho made each contribute te the
other. Ho used geld and silver in needieworkr as if it were fiber, and by the isame
effort lie added tbe fineness and fiexibility cf fiber te metal work.

In later bistory we fiad that embi Didery was practiced by beth. men and wemen,
and "Iraimeat cf noedlework"I couated a~s among the richies cf the worid. We even find
its metbod describcd as ilalike on both sides." As we kxxow in our mnodern practice,
that noedlework Ilalike on beth aides"I can only bo accemplished ia one way, wve s00
that these garments must have been done in that earliest and latcst and most enduring

j forza cf elaboration with the needle, whicb we cail -,cross stitch."1 Probabiy most cf it


