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Chancellor Turner in succession, and there from Sec. 28 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1869, andcan he littie question that hie eminence came from the words of Sir G. Jeesel uttered uponte him principally from hie skili in bank- the hearing of an appeal-" On general prin-ruptcy iaw. But Mr. Bacon's practice w'as ciples, unless there, is some decision te thenot confined to bankruptcy, and it ie a peu- contrarv, 1 should say that this section meansliar fact, noted by a contemporary, that the what it says."1 This is but a typical case,commissionership given to hiîn by Lord tehosen quite at haphazard from the volume ofCairns was in ail probabiiity given in grace- Law Reports which happened te ho neareetfui acknowledgement of the skili which the at hand ; but it goos without saying thatemmnent bankruptcy lawyer had shown in the task would be, indeed, long of hfin who
arg u ing againet Sir Hugh (Cairne in the should undertake to coilect the results of alfanu Weindham Lunacy case. appeals from judgments by the last of theThe present generation, however, has most vice-chancellors. In such a collection, theju8tifiab]y forgotn Mr. Bac on as an advo- list of reversais would undoubtedly be large.cate; but of the chief judge and the vice- 0f this we think we ee the reason and thechancellor it bas farniliar expemience. There origin. We believe that Vice-Chanceliorhau certainly been no j udge of the present Bacon was at least equai te the majority ofgeneration of whom more pleasant and char- hie coleoagues on the bench in knowiedge ofacterietic anecdotes have been told. Hie law; we believe, on the other hand, that iualieged habit of garnishing his note-book se shrewd common sense, and in mastery of
plentifuily with illustrations that nothlng facte, he was equalled by hardly any judizebut illustratione remained te be seen; hie of the century, except the late Master of thequickness of repartee; hie impatience of Rolle.awkwamdness in manner, speech or expres- If anything, however, Sir Jamee Baconsion ; his habit of offering personal criticisme, relied too implicitly upon hie common sense,have ail become almost proverbial. More and erred in a desime to do justice at ail costs.subetantial memories remain of the sterling We believe that a certain tendency te makequalities of Vice-Chancellor Bacon. He had littie of authorities arose froni long experiencethe rare menit of being able te, take a clear of the Bankmuptcy Court. Thons, as we know,and decided view of evemy case which wae no argument ie coneidemed complote, unisebrought before him. Hie confidence was it je suppomted by an army of authonities, andeften misplaced, and it was hie misfontuns te there is a disposition te, take advantae ofbe fnequently reversed by the Court of Appeal; every conceivable technicality. Cases arebut it waa alwaye possible te have a dlean babitually quoted in a mannen more or lesview of the state of mind which urged him te imnlevant, and it becomes, if we may sepronounce a certain decision. There was. in speak, the duty of the judge te find a wayhie judgment, no tendoncy te loiter round the thnouzh the authenities te justice, and teoutskirts of the case, ne hesfitation lest a dan- trample technical objections under foot. Hegemous precedent sheuld be establised, ne becomes familian with what somebody-weultra superstitious veneration for authorities. think it was Sir G. Jessei--called the bair-eplit.He had, on the ether hand, a high opinion of ting arguments over the Bille of Sale Act, andthe virtue of brsvity. Here, for exampie, is in the end, he is apt te take a straight coursethe wbole of hie judgment in re Earl De la towamd the judgment which seems te him teWame's Estate :"IIn asking my opinion you be honeet. This we believe te have been thecould net do othsrwise than state the provi- chief source of Sir James Bacon's errors. 0fsiens of the statuts. The answers will be in his monits we can net speak tee highly. 0fthe affirmative." Curiously enough, it often sensible argument he was patient te a manvel,bapponed that the cases upen which he feit and if hie humer was somewhat bitter onmeet confident were those in which hie deci- occasions, hie disposition was, on the wholesien waa reversed. Thus in ex parte Merchant kindly. The cessation of hie judgments wiliBanking Company of London, heard in Feb., cause a lamentable gap in the Law Reports.1881, siceCaclo Bacon, sitting as chief No judge on sithen side has shown such ajudge si:"The court can pmetect its own capacity for elegant expression and clear ian-proceedinge, and se that nothing frauduiont guage; noue has made more valuable con-is done; but It bas ne authority te say te forty tributions te the literamy value of the Laweut of forty-two mon that they have taken an Reports. Sir James Bacon, in fact, was a liukerroneous view of their intereets, and tlîat between the old order of judges and the newtbey are net at liberty te take 108. in the -the laut. member of an onder of which. bepound because 10s. 2d. can be get for thoni. saw the beginuing and the end. Hie succes-IlThons is ne pninciple, reason or authoritv sor wiii doubtiese de bis duty te the publicsuggested why the unquestionable power of satisfaction; but the vice-chancelier lias athe 1ajority te decide upon what is beet for place i i the affections of the profession whichthein interests ehould heoever-ruied by the jcan hardly ho filied by any other man. Iucourt,"y etc. No words could ho plainer, ne the well-eamned retiroment of hie latter yearsconviction could ho more cleariy expressed; jwe wieh him that nest and onjoyment whichyet that the decision was wrong is obvieus long and arduous public services deservo.


