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DIEATII OF TuIE ILEV. « 4V. W.,ROSS.

It la with deep sorrow of heart that we record the dleath of one of the iost
enthusiastic friends of the Bible cause that we have ever l<nown, the 11ev. W.
W. Rlosa, formerly PermanentAgent of the Society, who died at the Methodist
Parsonage, Liigersoll, on Friday last, Mardi 28th. Aithough his officiai. con-
nexion vith the Society as its Permanent.Agent ceased in 1879, hie continued
to be its rermanent and earnest friend to the last, and it is only a year ago
that we published his interesting report of bis visitation of the Branches in
Manitoba. This workz, which lie did gratuitously, lias proved of very great
benefit to the interests of the Society lu that Province, and the Board, in
recognition cf his services, elected him, a life-zuember of the Society. This lie
accepted as an honour iu the most, cordial and appreciative ternis, and truly
no nman was more worthy of honour at the liands of the Bible Society. Alas,
that his life membersliip should have been eut se short. But we mus£ net
murmur. Our' Heavenly Èather knoivs what is best. Be knows wlien ecd
mnan's work liera ie donc, and 'where Be wants Ris servants; and we know
that He maketli ail things work togetlier for go'cI te theni that love, Him, even
for us who, are left bchind, and 'who feeling tic separaien, cannot ielp speak--
ing of oui' loss, even though there, xay be au apparent contradiction between
our speech and our knowledge.

Mr. :Ross was born lu the Oounty of Bastings, in the year 1837, and like
se many good men, was the son of a pilous mother. Whilst stili quite a youth
lie was engaged in tlie dry-goods shop, of Mr'. Nae~an Jones, of Belleville, andi
when the 11ev. Dr. Carroll was sent to tiat town in 1855, lie found hlm. among,,
thc gifted praying members of thc Methodist Ohurch there. In the winter
of 1855-56, there vias a great revival, during which lie becanie earnestly
anxious for the salvation of others, and pressed in tlie spirit to, prcach. Being
wisely encouraged and drawn eut by Dr. Carroll, bis pastor, hie proved to be
a youing maan of much -nore than ordînary earnestncss in seeking and receiv-
ing the teaching of thc BHoly Spirit lu the Holy Soriptures, and of uttering
what he had learncd te others. He was tierefere sent &â Victoria College,
and in 1857, was received on probation for the ministry, but allowed to con-
tinue his studies at Cobourg. From that year te, 1873, ha vias constantly at
work in the ministry, and et course, lu accordance, with tic itinerant system
of lis (Jhircli, lie was iu nîay places, aniong which we find sucli important
stations as Tliree ]Rivers, Kingston, H:ariiilton, Toronto, and Montreal. In
1873, lis liealth required hlm to cease pastoral work fer a time, sudis physi-
clans perenîptorily ordered, hlm te travel. Whetier to go East or West ws
the question; and this lie cousidcred iu thc saine methodical, but earnest
fashion l ivhicile did evcrytliing-. Having dccided tego West, lie 'ent te
California by land and returned by sea. On lis returu hie published a little
book entitled, " 1Ten Tliousaud Miles by Land and Sea,"1 in which he gave a
niost interesting, pitliy, and racy account ef bis visit te, the Mormon Temple,
tic Yosenmite Valley, and other places. Iu 1875, he 'vas appointed thc Per-


