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coincidence, fitness, purity, consciousness, ail furnisli testirnony of the Divi-
nity of the Bible.

have lately comforted my self by gatheringy proof fromi the character of
Jesus as the Evangelists have portrayed itý-na-y, I venture on a brief argu-
ment-a thing always dangerous before a pepular assernbly, but 1 wvill try to,
inake it as narguntative as 1 can. Heore are four witnesses profcssing to
write the saine life. Every one admits that Nyhether truc or false the
%vorld, neyer knew se touching and wonderful a story. But a higlier ques-
tion arises. Is it F act ? Sonie say to-day, the whole thing is Yurgery. Sorne,
lesg base-more harmnful, afiirm tise ground to be of truth, but on which devo-
tien, fanaticisin, fancy, hiave pilcd tieir -trood, hiay and stutbblc ; while others,
historical critics as they eall theinselves, have discovered a subtie influence,
by application of whicls they can. at once sever false frein truc. Thiese doc-
trines yeu wvill sea are ail distinctive of Ohristianity-Christianity feunded
on facts in tise history of Christ. If the Evangelists irnagincd, or if t]îey de-
ceived, or if they were deceived ; if Christ did not exist and act as they say hie
did, then Christianity is a fable-cuinningçly devised-but still a fable, a mna-
nilicent impesture, ivhicls has cheated a world.

The formn in wiclse the narratives are -written are the sixnplest possible.
Thiere is ne eulogy, ne effort, ne elaborate word-painting. The incidents
speak, and the eharacter glows frons tise real. events of the life. It is net
drawn. It draws itself. 'We are net told, or rarely, that lie possessed cer-
tain virtues. Tise virtues are ernbedied and flash forth upon us frorn every-
day-deeds in pure and beauteens light. It is net, a life-a history, se mnuch
as a life-drama. " Tie Word was mnade flesli and dwelt amnn us." The
mind is s tid to have moral --,act, like the antennoe of tise inseet, by whose fine
discrimninatiçon it distinguishes the false and truc. ]3y univers.-LI verdicL,
readers, while they read the Gospels, feel thcy are truc. If doubts cerne,
they cerne afterivards, amidst the cool shadews of mistrust and reasening.
The bare outside facts are ne nican argý,,uments for historical truth. It is in-
conceivable that suds story-tellers slsould have invented such circuinstances,
aud such a career.

The Evangelists were Jews-with. Jewish education, ideas, interests,
habits, traditions. They expeeted a Messiali who should be a Priuce-k-newn
te be a Prince. But Jesus was lsumvan and despised-obscmire for thirty
years, and public on1Jý for thlree-and then eut down by a death of cruelty

iaîmd sliaine. Do yen thiîîk fliat inpostors, -who liad to mnake a hiero, would
liave sclected such a oee? Would tlsey have trampled on the prejiidicc of
Caste, by îîîaking hins a ii, -chanie ; on tise prejudice of Intellect, by excluding
Iiis frein die cempla-niinship of tise schools ; on the prejudice of .Nationsal
1f"îsioir, by nsaking, Iin die like a felon, lcaving blis wvork, te thecir eye, net
even beguis. Do you think that, ecd wvriting -%vith a purpose, the one tingi
tbcy would ail iiiost iinuitely record would be ]lis shiaineful death l Thcy do
net ail speak of ]lis birth, îîot ail of ]lis transfiguration, uer of blis ascension
-tîings that would fail gratefully on Jewish cars-but, they ail speak of that
deats frein whiels J ewisb ininds revolted in lion-or. No othier deatis is se
spoken cf. In the Old Testamnent as iii the NeÇw the deathis of mnen are given
iii briefest chronicle. Wý1on'et knowv froin the Bible that any of the Apos-
tics died, save JameL. z4luis dcath is toid iu a word. Whiy this deviatien
\VOI te wli tC dPatis of Christ is lifé, sîîucrstandit it; but on iiifidel sup-

*positions it is a unlarvel »I(t te be explained.
Infidels have oftcn 'x:.-1sered te, celebrate tihe dowîîfall of tie Bible) muid in

tiscir tinatuire tri-niii>h we hlave iilad the mniie liglstning and the imitation
thunder. But the. Christ (if tlse Gospel rcuuaiieth, and, as one 1=s ein-
quently said, -%vc s«b,:'1 n-over hiave te stand by au eînipty Gospel as Mary by

*the cipty Sepulchrv, und eu wvitb aclîiîg ]carts as she did-" They have
*taken away iuy Lord, and 1 know iiot wvhëre thcy have laid iumi."

I have been led into tsis argumnent by the reccut, re-vival of souue cf t-ie
last centnry slanders ; and I nuist say thmat in eue aspect of it, I ans glad thiat


