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rose to the front rank in bis profession, degrees and hiigh p)ositionIs
bcing- offcrcd himi, miost of wbicb, lîowever, lie refuised. 1-le fre-
qutently appeared beore the judicial comimittee of the Privy Couîîeil,
bis miost farnous case undoubtedly being- bis dlefense of the Caîh>olies
in tlic i\anitolba Scbiool case in 1895.

The year 1867 rnarked flue entrance of B3lake into politics, of
wbicbi lie w~as to mnake such a success. Ini tbat year. lie m as elected
to tic Flotse of Conunions anid also to the Legisiature. 1-e cpt
ccl the leadershîip of the Liberals iii the latter body, but after a. lem,
ycars of provincial polities lie resig-ned in order [o clevote limîiielf
eîîtircly to F-ederail politics. Tbougbi premier for b)ut* a sllort lime
lie is coîîsiclered tbe fatlier of Lib)erilismi in Ontario.

Hie refused the proffered leadership of tlie Liberals in flic Do-
million Flouse but becanie tbe strongest w'orker for tbc party, bcilig
iii great mieasuire respoîisible for tbe defeat of Sir Johin . \I.cDo-
nald, after tlîe Pacilic scan(lal. 11n 1875 lie accepted the position of
Miîîistcr of Justice 1111(er the Makm.camnsrtoand in i îs
capacity did nîncli toward perfccting tlîc constituuionî of [lie Su-
prerne court. In 1SSS lie becanuie leader of tlic Libcr-:1 party, a po-
sition whicu lie filleci nuost creditably for îîiîe v'cars. I-I [benl an-
nouaced lus retirenient froîîu polies but inii 1892lbe acceptcd ani iii-
vitation to rcpreseîît aun irisb seat ii the Britishi 1-butse of Coi-

Fro0î11 1892 10 [tue prsci31.:r 1B:ke lliS beeî 011C Of thle
-tonest wvorlers iii tlîe Irislî ranks and a stauîiicbi supporero

H4onie Rule. Tlirougbl lus greait abilities as a la''randl a states-
mîan lie becanu igae in affairs of tlie greac.tes4t i niporta lice.
Muctili of luis fanie rests 011 lis arnendiiieîît [o an address iii reply [o
tlue speech froni tlîe tlîronc, protesting agaiîist uinfaîr taxaition in
lrecland. H-e w'as choseu imediator iii disputes iii the Trnnaa id
iii Ncw Zecaland.

L~aurier or MýacDoîîa-ld dreu, muen [o tlîen 1w' tbecir persoîîal imag-
netisaili and tlîcir <snvwv'.Bizle lîeld tlîe support of lus parti,
and olliers byv bis stra-igbIt fr rns and fe.-rlcssuîess llid 1v tlîe
for-ce and clearness of his artmîïments. Il- is cbiefly as a statesnn
as distinguislied froiiu a politicai [liai lie is uel iii erteemi. H-e
lias alw'ays stood [o luis ro-îuuddpriuciples nd) coula îuot bc
rowed. Nis wonderful kznow'ledgcz- of lan îd lis nuastcrv of detail,
luas ,uuade liiîî a Neri, daîugerous a;utagOnist, and tliis is particularly
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