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tliat, wlîicli culnîinated in the solen coronation of Charles on July
17, 1429.. Then to »thînk that she, who had donc so much for lier
country and King, îvas to be delivered through treachery into the
hands of the recreant Dtukcof i3urgogrie, to be sold to the enemnies
she had so marvelously conqucred, to be tried on the charge of
practising black arts, to bie condemned as a relapsed hecretic, and
to bie burncd -with ignominy as a wvitch by tlic Englishi at Rouen,
ini er twentieth year, on IMay 30, 1431 ! Her death -was most ex-
cruciating. Tied to, a srake, she %vas slow1y consumed by flames.
Thiousands lookcd upon that burning- mass as the intense heat tura-
ed to asiies ail that ivas mortal of lier. lucre were many anîong
these w1woai she liad conqucred, but stili more numerous werie those
wlioni sue liad ]cd, victorious. '\Vomnen, nmen, soldiers and nobles
w'ept at this siglit, but there -%as not one courageous enoughi to
raise a dissenting voic-e against those cruel murderers. She clinibed
thic scaffold as bravcly as she Iiad clinmbcd the scaling ladders at
Orleans and Jargeau. Devoutly slie received and kissed the cross
made at lier recquest by an Englisx soldier. Repeatedly slic pro-
nounced that sweet nanie of Jesus, in lier zigonizing« moments, and
asked of Hini forgiveness for ail hier ciiemies. St. Catharine and
St. Michael %v.re cspeciallv invokzed amidst this terrible ordeal. Shue
neyer niurmurcd or conîpiained, but pcacefully rcsigncd lier soul to
God. Wlhen flue last embers of tlîat pile had faded, nîany declarcd
thiat the nuemory of lier luad ]ikcwise vanifshed, but froni the v'apors
of îlîat fire rose a napeu neyer to bie forgotten. Now,-a-fter liaif a

.thousand ycars have gone ,-ier mcmory and merits llourislî wvith
renei%'ed vigor, -nd -within a short time the higli lionor of Beatifica-
lion is to, bc be.stowed upon lier biy tli Clîurcli. But prcvious Io the
act of l3ca-tillcafion the sacred conagregation hiad to have genuine
proofs tliat tlîrec miracles liad been -wrouglît througlî lier inîterces-
sion. After long atnd careful investigation, it decided that tiiese had
bcen proved. There is one man above ail otiiers outside tlie Churcli,
"'ho, deserves to lie mentioned here, for lus noble work in nîanifcst-
ing to the world this blessed Ma.id's pure life. -Andrew Lang's
namne wvill lic renîembercd as lon'g as Uiec memory of Joan survives,
as the man wvlo rcvereiîced «n dcfended, w'here Voltaire and Ana-
tole France outraged and snecred.
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Nature keeps whatever she bas donc bcst, close scaled, until
it is regarded Nvitl reverence.-Ruskin.


