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"Ple Nineteen.tl Centiury Children.

<As sting b>' Saitta Claits.>

RRPORTUU IV E?.ttLtE I'OULSSON IN ST. NICIIOLAS.

Reporter s Note, No. x.

I can't tell whore 1 licard it
But yet 1 can't lho %vrong.

I omust have board old Santa Claus
Sing something Un cthis song,

Or how could 1 have told you.
Or ever have found out

That Santa Claus could sing at ail.
Or whtat he sang about ?

SONG.

The childrcn of the present
Are wondrous wise, 't is said;

No superstitious thoughts are found
In any littie biead.

("-But bless their hiearts!" aurffhed Santa,
Rigbitnerrily laughed hie.

"They cant bear ta give me up;
They still blieve in me-

Oh1, ycs!
Sonie stili belieye in nie.")

They don't believe in fainies-
They don't believe in gnomes.

Enclianted castles they Ilpooh.-pooh !

And likewise haunted homes.
They don't believe in meriaids

With flowizng sea-green Iocks;
And brownies they- disdain-except

Those made by Palmer Cox.

(But. bloss their hoarts l"augbed Santa,
Right nierrily laughed hie.

Thoy. cannot bear ta, give me up;
They.still believe in me-

Oh, yes 1
Sinie stili believe iinie.")

They don't. believe in %vitches,
They don't believe in ghosts;

They.don't believe in woodland nymplis,
SNor in the goblin hosts.
They don't believe in giants,

In magic cloak or bat ;
They only smile at Il'bogie mien"

(inî very glad of that).

(And tlien again langlied Santa,
Riglit mrrily lauglied hoe.

"Thoy cannot boar to -ive. fie up;
They stili beliove ini m-

Oh, ycs!1
Saine stili believo in-nie!

Thev don't believe in Crusool
Non yet in William Tell!

And some have evon thrown aside
The cherry-tree as well!

But evor3'yoar at Christmas
Their laith in mne revives.

"Oh, good old Santa Claus,'* they say,
IWe've loved you ail our lives!"

<" 'Yes, blcss their hecarts! - lauglied Santa,
Righit merily laughed he.

"They canot bean ta give ine up;
They stili believe in me-

Oh, yes!
Some stili believe in nme.")

Reporlze's Note No. 2.

This song sho,.s howv ho vaues
Nou fathful littie folks,

N14'ho stili believe in Santa Claus
In spito of mnany:jokes.

So bang your stockings, youngstcrs.
And write ntes trustfuly.;

And don't voe pain,the'dear old chap

("For ble.s.their hearts ! sings Santa,
Right rnerrily sings ho,

44Theéy cannot bearta give vie up;
They stili believe in me-

Oh, yes!1
Soine still bielieve in me.")

THE CANADA PRESBVTERIAN

'Youig People's Socicties.

Cc)NDUCTESI>11Y A NMUSIEI< 011 limEOENEU:IAL ASSEN11LY S

COMNITTHE.

A Pennsylvania Christian Endeavor Society fias
given a year's subscription to thc church paper to
cvcryfaimily iii tic congLregationi. A good sort ofsec
sowing ! 1Bttcr stili, if ail the families could bc
induced to subscribe for thenîselves. Tiiere is
probably no point at whichi the young people cati
put in ivork that wvilL.give a riclicr rcturn thanl this.
Every pastor knows tlîat, wlicre a church paper
cornes, there is a househiold of lielpers, for indii-
fcrcncc is the child of ignorancc, and weckly news
of liov thS vork of Christ within the Churcli
gocs on prepares anl entrance for evcry appeal fromithe~ pulpit. Endeavorers ivho are readers of thecir
denominational paper are apt to bc on the alert to
ail ncw methods because they knoîv wvhat others arc
doing. This is the time of year for effort in this
dircction and thiere is no Society, howvecr feeble,
that cannot secure somte additional subscribers.
Who wiIl try?

MEN AT WORK.

he Si. Andrtw's Cross for Noveinber-Dccem-
ber contains a fuit report of the great convention
of the St. And1rewvs Brotherhood held- in Pittsburg,
P>a., in October. The Brotherhood, which is an
organization in the Episcopal Chuircb, of men, for
moen, has nowv passed the stage of experirnent,
having been in existence for ten years. - It lias
found friends in thé highiest quarters amongst the
bislhops on both sides of the Atlantic, altbough the
organization, as yet, has made littie progrcss ini
I3ritain. It aims to set its members ta îvork to
reach other men and thc-President wvas able ta say
of the results of the first decade :-'l We make hold
to state that it bas put thousands of effective men
into gencral Church work, and has helpcd to de-
vclop thousands wvho were already there. Our
serninaries, Sunday schools, choirs and other parishi
organizations contain many Brotherhood men, and
ive note with gratitude the increasing number cail-
cd to, offices in paiishes, dioceses and the gencral
work ofthe Church. The Brotherhood nuver seeks
to gct its men into offce, but to, make thernl able to
be useful. Therefore this recognition by the
Church.evidences we'll for the wvork donc."

THIE IMINISTER'S PART.

Rei. Dr. Fi. E. Clark, in an interview given to
the Christianz Endeavozir of London, England,
spcaks these wisc words as to the ininister's part
in Endeavor mreetings :-" Most ministers arc
crowded with work ; but by mingling wvith the
young they get refreshinenit and lielp that w~ell re-
pays the extra effort. 1 think the minister ýhould,
if possible, flot only attend, but take part in the
meetings of the society as one of its members. H-e
should flot ai vays takc charge of the meeting, or
usuially take up much of its time, thougli, of course,
frequently it rnay bc vise for him to give an ad-
dress or to lead the rninds of the young people in a
sprcial direction. The ordinary meeting ought ta

-be in the hands of the young people, s0 that they
feel their respansibility for it. If the minister takes
ail upon his shoulders, the very object of the or-
ganization is dcfeated, because theni the young
peaple wvill not bc developed. The only way to
devclop strength is to use iL Genierally speaking,
the minister should kcep behind the curtain and
exercise bis power, in part at least, through others.
If hoe so chooses, it is usually well that he should be
president ; this gives hirn a direct connection with
the Society, which he cati influence through an act-
ing president or other officiaI. It is of the essence
of the organization that it helps the minister. It is
someitirnes called the Pastors' Aid Society, many
Christian Endeavor Societies choosing that as
their sub-title."

*A voman styled Sister Dora gave up her life ta
nursing sick people.. At the. head of her bed a .bell
wvasixed.by which svifferers, could suninon her at
a* . yhour of, .the night.!rAs shle rose-at the sound of

* the signal shic- used -ta 'murinur thèse wvords, as if
they 'were a chiarrn: " The ilaster is corne, and
callcth for the. It was, says Northz and West, as
if the sick suffierer faded awiay and in the couch
she sav the face that wvas once- rnarred. with the
wvorlé's anguish. Christ's face across hier fancy
carne, and gave the.battle to her bands.

One SpiiLttu.il Truth J1ilavu ,Learlicd
Th"ILs Year.

Dcc. 2701h-Psali nxc. 1-17.

The topics %vhich %vc have hiad under considéra'
tiati duritîg the past tvelve months have been of a
most interesting, instructive and practical claracter,
and wc must have becti dulI itîdecd if %ve did nta
lcarn a great deal from tlîem. Some of thcmerne
tapics vhichi arc flot oftctî discussed in the pulpit
oron the platform ; thus, in our rcading, wve have
been led along nev lines. Wc ane. ver), much mis-
taken if any ane can glance over the tapics %vhich
have been discussed in the Christian Endeavor
Society and flot find that several new trutlis have
been learncd. If we did tiot learn anything nc%%-, it
must have beeti cither becatise ýve did flot carefully
study the subject or because %ve did not pray that
God %vould enable us ta undcrstand it.

It is manifcstly impossible ta give a list of the
tapies which wc have had under discussion, but
even a glance over them will show that they wvere
intcnded ta give us larger and broader conceptiotns
of Christianity ; ta deepen aur spiritual life ; ta
strengthen our faith in Christ ; ta iensify aur love-
for missions; ta stimulate aur flagging zeal ; ta
excite us ta do aur best; ta enable us ta practise
self-control ; ta briný before us the dutics ve owce
ta Christ and the Church ; ta cuiltivate a taste for
good literature; ta foster a spirit of patriotism ; ta
siveeten aur home life; ta keep aur pledge-in spirit
and in letter ; ta drawv us nearer ta God, and ta
prépare us for dcath. Surely ivhien %ve have tra-
vensed such a %vide field w~e must have picked up
and tncasurcd more than anc preciaus gem of
trttth: &

But God bias many %vays of teaching. In Old
Testament times He sornetimes taughi«t by means
of visions, as Mi'en 1-e enabled Jacob ta sec that
wondrous ladder, wvhose base rested upon the eanth,
and ivhose top reachied ta hecaven. Sometirnes He
made known His iviii by means of dreams, as %vhcn
fle pcrmitted J oscph ta sec the other sheaves mak-
ing obeisance ta bis sheaf. Once He made knovn
His %vill directly. This wvas wvhen 1-e gave Moses
the twao tables of stone upon whicW w~as inscribed
the moral lav.. Sometimes He revealed His plans
and purposes by means of the Ui and Thumý
min, but how this operated, wc have no0 means of
ascertaining nov.

God lias many wvays of tdaching still. N-e
spcaks ta us through 1-is owvn preciaus WVord. 1-e
impresses Ris trutti upan us throughi pastors and
teachers ; tliroughi His Sabbaths; thraugh the or-
dinances of the Churchi; throughi His Providences
and througlî the Holy Spirit. If wvc have not
rnastered nev truths it ccrtainly cannot be because
wve have flot lîad ample means-in fact, so ample
aire the mocans provided tlîat %vc are without excuse.
Whcn sickness lays us loiv He is nrnminding us that
the issues of life and dcath are with I-im, and that
Ho is Jéhovah Rophi- 'the Lord, the physician.
Each recurring Sabbatih reminds us that Christ bias
beeti raiscd frorn the dead ta die fia more. Eastcr
proclainis that Christ lias been raiscd fnorn the
dead, and is bècome the first-fruits of them that
slcep. The Christmas season rcminds us of God's
great gift ta the 'world. When dcath visits aur
neighborhood Hoe reminds us that ve should be
neady for the conîing of tlhe Son of Man. Each
fallint, leaf declares that we ail do fade as a leaf
(Isa. lxiv, 65). Nad we only eyes ta sec, cars ta
hear and a licart ta un"crstand, we wvould " find
sermons in stones, books in running brooks and
good in everything." Some anc hias said "Oh 1
did weé und rstand things aright, did 'vo sec tlîem
as they really pre, every -mountain the wvorld over
ývou1d bc ta us a 5mnai fram vhicli God yet
thuriders. forth 1-is lawv; cvcry Valley would beoa
vale of Sharon, wvhere roses and lilies bloom ; every,
troc %vould, bc ta us& an acacia wrapped in fiarni
fromn, ývich . God is yot speaking; every onb of.
light shining in tic heavens %vould be a.Stýr of
Bethlehem pointing ta the manger."

It wvould-be sad indeed if 'vo perniittcd a whle
year ta pass without learning any newv truth. It-
wauld indicate a déplorable lack of spirit ual and
moral -perception, and it should -%vring fnorn 'us the
prayer, «IOpen Thou rine.eyesth7.t I:may bchold
wvondrous things out of Thy law."


