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C HAI'TER il l.-(Confirnied)

And MitiRalph suear tas a.uh -Imd be turget tan seion
the lessons uf the att mnste ? Dîi lie target se scoan bis
mether's ast injonctions? injunctiins supporteti by the
%vord et Caod, te abide by tis duty, regardtess et thte onse
quences , un put hs trust in Gatd andtat despise the thstat
ening of ie. ' He forge olnc af tbese , bot becbati leaneti
tao much te tht strength et bis awn arm. Ht bat net yet
res*eti bis unnesitating confidence on tht Rock ot Ages. lis
impressions af religions dtuy batibeen stucng .antibh ati
flou yeut ully necegnizeti bis own weakness, anti bis tver
present neeti ot Ahmighty grace. Anti mois uhen becivas
threateneti with impisonment andi death , aben bc uab te
proaîheti by a father witb tishenouaing bis family, and as
saiteti on every side by entreaties or ridicule' althoogh bis
tangue faltereti. anti every limh ni bis bodiy tembteti bie
he took tht oathbche iti take it. He engageti ta assist in ex
tirpating chat fer.n et religieus waship vhich bc thoiagbt
test agetabte te tht word et Cati, anti whizb bis oi-n con
science therefere approveti.

Let us pause bere, young reader, anti ask onsetves heuv
%ve are prepared for meeting tht thmatenings of paviex anti
the soiciîations et sintul pleasure ? True, you arc net men
aceti with the instruments et torture, witb dungtons anti ex-
ile. Yon sec net tht swerti et persecution laid ta yonm nec,
non thc beatis andi bantis otthe peoplcetfGaod nailed ta tht
gates af the towns ai aur cauntry. Yen have ne accasion te
uiy tram yanr dwettang at cotti midnight, and seek refuge na
the solitudes ai nature- Von can go forwand in thetrtack ai
Christian d-aty, certain that nothing in the shape ai externat
ferce witt meet yen te force yan ont et t. au nMay put
an tht unifors et - sottiier et Jesus, anti march forth ta
tht Christian wartare, secure that no bandi et uariors, %vitb
suvard anti buckler, wiuit set the battît in array against yen,
usth thteticermineti purpose ai tragging yen auvay freux
under the banners of the Meost Higb. Dut are yen safer an
tbis account ? Have yen less neeti ot leaning an an Ahmighty
.rsa ý Pause anti consiter ' Are theme not wvaitiflg yen, at
every fotsttp et yottr jotrney, anlawtut pleasures invitifig yen,
witb tangues ef sweeuest persuasion, ta tarn asitit freithte
upright path, anti prornising ta entertain you in the gay anti
flowery fieldis ai unwithening tielight ? Anti have yeunomt in
yanr awn basas a set et treacherons inclinatons wbîcb bave
au: ever greedy car te every delusive voice, anti which are
ever willng te viander tramn tht steep ascent ofetre, andi ta
take themselves up with tht indulgent etTers ai present enjoy-
ment'? Are net tht neasonings et a sopiist:cal phita.,ophy,
anti thterisreprestntatians ai a tatse neligion ever casting
their donbts in Vour way, te turfi yen eut et it, andi iraw yon
int a labyrinth et ine'iticable tificulties? Witt yeunont
meet avarice tempting yen with bis gelti, anti ambition direct-
ng yau away îa tht gaurly beigbts etfbtxman gl.rv ? %WJI yen

net, at evcry step et your Christian progress, bave ta set
yne'r face against tht mockery oi wanton disb*patian. and the
studitti anti peinteti ridicule ai veteran wickedness ' Wit
yen net be soliciteti by the flattering wards anti decoying
speeches et polishtti ibertinissa, which wil ntrotiace thens-
selves te yanr tan witb att the warmtb et disinteresteti frienti-
ship, anti aIl tht gentlerac3s oi practiseti ceurtesy ? Truly yen
wyul finti these mort dangerous tocs, more trequent in their
inroatis anti more varieti anti perseveing in tbtin attacks,
than tht sasi violent et open anti avowed eniernies.

WVben tht swor.i ai persecution is unsbeatbed, and'wben
ih is plainhy seen that sosething serious is determineti against
us, we pot ourselves on aur guard, ativance witb caution, ex
amine every siep vie take. canvas cvery intelligence andi sus
pect ever fair pretender et wishing ta decoy ns nte tht
snares et tht entsy. Besities, when we are beset by exter-
nat violence we are assisteti in nepehing it by that principle
af aur nature uhich nejects ccmpuhsian, anti v.zh will nùt
camply witb these whbe yUl have - s their owvn way, whether
we isilarnont, however agecable ta. us their paths migbt
atberwise bc. But ishen vice cornes in the guise et seemning
:eal for aur goond. which inidet phttosophy otten assumes-
or witb tht wantan jest anti immoral illusion, wich polîsheti
icentieusness is ever tirapping tramn bis tangue, or with tht

witty sarcasm anti grave ridicule, wich floaisus prafuseiy tram
the lips nfirireligions genius anorviben it tells ns ai riches anti
honours anti pretenînents, and wispers in aur tans that if uve
stubboroly abitie by the dictates r.1 hanesty, we shall pro
bably dit ponr; then, yoang reader, it is tha. your cnernv 15
the strongest, anti that you have mesu needti t cati inta ser-
vice ail tht energits et yoar religion. Insteati et aay aturai
pincipte carning te your assistance against fats ike these,
you bave many et their iientis in your own brcast, wishing
evcry marnent ta betray yeu, anti iabauring with aU ther
might te hasten yoar dteeat ad camplete your muin.

Beware, tben, yoang reader, eftrtusting ta yairselt , foi if
ynu de se but fer a single step, at that step you wili fait.
Christ batF covercarme thteisirîti.- put your trust l i in, anti
Van shaît ovencarne it lte.

CHAPTER IV.
The lArd btwaihlOu whiie vos Le with Illm"anaitrvseu HUi. Flewili
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0 -1 Ralph's reurn home, after thus reneancing bis reli-
gion, bis tathrr ai first assaitet i bi witb the rnost severe anti
,adignant aepnot He reproacheti bisa net oemy for disgraý..
:ng a tarily whuch bail long boasteti ai lts bonour, but as
be isas answerable fan tht contiuct et bis fasaily, foi expos.
ing him, it G.overnrnnt sheulti exact it, te htavy penalties.
And besicles, becisas told be had thrown an :nde:':blt stigra
mun bs character by associating witb fanatcs andtitraitrs,
for surh was tht light in wbicb %I. Gestiacl vitwed the Cov
enanters Anti turther, bac was assureti if evez bc ventureti
again ic atteni their m-eetings, er ai any fttre peiod shoutti
*--x thm theflIc asu a-unte~r.:m , *bcpaterna estate uoulti
15 givn i ' brher. anti bc dsnbenit'ti and disoweiaftia
ever.

THEt CANADA PRESBYTERIANI.
But, as M1r Gemmeli uas really concemned tam the henaur,

a1s bc thaugbt it, ot bis son, he dîd not leave bim with reproach
andi ceniure. île assunied a gentier moudi, and reprosented
te hum baw much bis disobedience anti fotly had grueved i bs
heart ; pramised, if bis ftutre conduct were agreecable ta bis
%istes, te pay bitai the most tatberty attention ; te make lin
bis campanion in ail bis visitings anti amusements, and ta
intraduace hinm ta the notice ei men ai the first nank and high-
est bontter in the country-ssuring Lins ut the samne tinte
thuat by pursuing the course wbich le hinsself hati donc, ho
îvnutt i hve in case and baippittess, weould be respecteti andi han-
oureti by tht nobles ai the nation, anti woutd add anacher
worthy name ta the dignlty of bis family.

These last argumnts bai a powertut effect an Ratph's
mmnd. He bail setdem heard bis father speak kintily ta bite i
andtie ewas enurelv overcame by the prescrnt tenderness. His
ronscience, ne daubt, stitl tetd bc be as wrong , but ho had
the sanction ef a tather, and be trieti ta sanction itS consu-

p-lainng lie rode eut witb bis relations tn qntst ef couvert-
t'les , bc laughcd at bis own ativenture vitb the Covenant-
ers : be endeavotîreti ta appear unconcerneti about their sur-

ers;be uock a share in wbatever ticentiaus conversation
'Ziered luseti, and imitaied the profane scoif ant i wcked rab-
aldry of bis companions. His father rejoie d lan the change,
ind every day sbowed itmare kindraess and respecti and
ail bis relations caressed and comptamented im as a wertby
air et sa respectable a boeuse. Se mlich mare were bus cir-
eumrstances easy and agreeabte than iormerly-and se much
vvere his pride andi vanity fiattereti by the attentions ant ien-
mentiation bc met with an ail bands, that, te thte eet mer-
tal pentatioa, h tseed ta have made final sbupwreck af bis
religion, andta t have allied bimsett by a league that coutti
neyer be braken witb the worli wbicb tieth un wickedness.
Put Gad seetb net as man sceeh. As tht heavens are high:_4
than tht eath, sa are His ttuaughts than man's ubaugbts.

Ratph, as ive have binted, altbougb Kttased andi dazled
îvith bis present condition, was net satist cd. Hig conscience
often condemnetibhtm , and as it corresponded te the ward ai
Ged, lie knesv its contiemnatians wtt-e jus!. Qi1, is the
merriment ai ligbt btarted excursion, and the mthfulness af
wanton conversation, did its repreaches stiog bus seul andi
suddenly sadden bis mind witb tht bitterness ot remarse.
But especialty when bce ihdrew ta repose, in tht darkness
andi teneliness ef midnight, ...d 'bis censer within, directeti by
the Spirit ofigrace, set bis sins in arder belote bint, andi peint
te tht awtol conseqtuences.

One night, atten baviag takea soe than a usuat share an
tht unhaly mirth and licentious revetry whucb were se coin-
mon in those times, andi nawbere more se thaun in nus tather's
hanse, he retired ta beti, and bad atmesc droppeti asteep
when lie wis quickty atarieti by ancet those suddtn starts
whicb are causeti by a sasentary cessatton ai the pulsation
ef tht beart. Thousantis bave heen thus atarsed i a the bc.
ginning et itirt irst sumbers, have ftt a momeruu's ursasiness,
laid their heati again an tht pilaw, andi stept soundty. But ît
%vas net se with Ralph. lie theugbt bc felt semething lutte
tht visitatian ot deatth abauat himi a colti sweat sufluaset i bs
body., and be durst scarctty lay bis head doive on tht puiow.
Quick as the tightnings flash dd bis mimd traverse the field
ci bis past doings. Thet many instructions, adices and
warnings lie bail rectived fram an affectionate mthtr. tht
knowledge lbe badlacquired et the uilet Gatiin tht Bible;
tht conversation that hati passed hetween hani and the aId
minister ; tht nesoitiens which he bad se oten tonsedta t
be reigaous ; tht promises whch be had made ta Gadi neyer
ta forsake bis duty . al. stooti up as a strang waitness against
hum. Anti bis renauncig bis ret;gin ushen he kneuv beuas
deing wreng , bis sceein» thte raise et sen rather shan the
praise et Gad; bis conenancslng tht endeaveur te extirpate
that faitb wbich bis awn conscience appraved ai , bis mînglîng
in profane conversation when the veuce %vithin had ibaddcr

is witbdrawv bis lave ta the undulgen-.es et wick-edness
when be %vas auvare that he shaulti have hateti then,; these,
tike so many spirits of darkiiess, gathereti aratunti bis saul, anti
for a moment invotved is in tht gloorn oai tespaur. Tit
anguisb af bis slnd aflfected h;s body ;bc shivereti, trenbled
and still imained hie te deatb laying his hand upan hum.
Ht tbaught Cad bati forsakeri bim, anti hati teit im tetry
wbat support or cosfert tht tienaship etfsvcked men coutti
give him in tht maoment ai dissolution. Andi trutv then titt
be teel bew betptess, bow insignifiz~ant a thing bc was: bew
unequat ta treati the darkness et death atone : how weak, heuv
decetül anti bew despicable tht piJe a! bumant streegth anti
tht tt.ttering etrboînan honours. Ht teit that att tbangs bc-
low the suit are indeeti vanity oi sanitits , that the saut
cannat ]eau on any et therns uven shaken by the laisaio
deatb,; anti that man is reatly dependeat on bus Mki
For a moment til. tht te.rors atftiespar .onvnlse bis S pirit.
Ht saw ne srilt tram heaven , and inl that moment bc teit a
bitterness et anguish, whichbcbe woutd have willingly exchangeti
for a whote litieurefa povcrty and sharne anti bedtIr zafft-
ing. Sa witl yen itel, young reatier, if ever yen be tareat-
eni witb deatb, whea as III preparefio meeting à as Ralpb
%vas.

Bot tbus was oaty the biding ai bis beavenly Fatber's
countenance anty ane ot those kinti chastisements by
which Ht convinces Lis chittiren ai their eut helplessnss-
et ti.r weaicncss aifbtman strength -and et thterntanness ,)f
this wortt's glony , andi by whicb lie teau.bes therr repent.
adict ant iliity, anti the necessity af pntting tbeir trust in
Him aoe for tise andl etcrnity. Ratph was net long leit in
tbis state ai atter hopetessness ; that bety, that watcbinlt
that corn(orting Spirit, wbich neyer toses sigbt af amy wbemn
the Lord bath chosen for His eut, carne into bis sont. Then
%vas bis mind turnedta t the contemplation ofithat blooi which
cteanseth frein aI sin. Ht wept thet taof trot repentance,
anti prayeti in tht tanguage o. faith . IlLord, bc rncrcitnl te
m-e a sinner ? Ht naw sais hisselt mort guitty in the sigbt
oi Cod than evet . but he saw, aisoeGCod willung ta bc recon-
cled ta him througb jesus Christ, andtihe fkit a bhl peace
andi confidence in biis Reticerner ta wbich be liait been fer-
meTly an ait=x sitanget. Sa munda weakness had bc discov-
eret inl bis ovn strcogth ,hat be durst no langer put tht
Ieast trust in it, anti so mach deceit ia hus own beart that be
daurst not promise future obedience. But burnbly diti lce smsh
ta bceneabitti by the Halv Spirit ta malte tht wnUIIoaiGat
anti Hs gtory tht 815 of ail bis future ac-tionts. Anti hum-
bh diltibc piay that tht same Divine Siriit weosId ever keep
pi esent an bis mnd tht :mnpressions whiu.h thbat reccuveti ai
ats osma fra:lty, andi tlie wand's deceitflu, that He tasitti
ever give im ta put ana undivideti trust in bis Saviaur, anti
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that He would, by His counsel, ever guide lits leet in ibe
way oi everlasting tufe. Such are the feelings of the true
child of God, taetvham He saith "1 wilt neyer leive thet
nir forsake thee."

Sataced by these thoughts, and comrnitting hiniseli ta the
protection ai his Gad, Raph sen su nk inio sweet repose.

CHAPTER V.
Beidare ye whcn mon stait reviie yot, and persecutc vols.nt 1

Next marning Ralph arase, and resolvcd, since he couid
flot stay at home wilhaut sharing in the wickednebb et the
bouse, ot exposiDJ hhîmselt aneuv te reproach and riuittiie, tu
spend the day in a solitary walk, and to engage imseil in
serions thaught how ta canduct bis future lite.

He took has favourite walk down the banks of tht irvîne
P'was the. last. trtnth ofai nug. The. beaxns ci tht MiWTng

suin threw au air of sprightisness and gaiety af nature, ihis
smnited aroisnalbain in the loveliness and vigour of Vout
The fields had ctoihed themselves in their marne ai green.
and the singing of bîrds was heard uin the woacts. Andi ai.
though hc knew hawv many ni actlands best friencis anti moosi
faitth ut servants of God were that marning wanuering in
peverty, immured in dunageons, or appointcd ta immettiate
death , and alîboughbch looketi forîvard ta these evîls as
embattled againsr huiself, yet s0 entire wvas bis resignation
ta the will ai God-sa confiding bis trust in the ail-surgs.
Lency af divine grace, thaï: hts heart took sri the joy ni -a.
turc , and the breathings at sas tove andti tanktiuuoss
asceruded up te heaven wtth the unuversat anthent aie natures
gratitude.

t :Wby shant'd 1 be sad t 1' tbought the young UbrîstilD.
orwhy sbauld msy saut be cast down i -TIle utacts gibal

sport on yonder hbits and the herds abat browst an yonuer
mneadawj, seens grateful for thetr aay ai short enjoymenîtuai
witl Sean end for ever. The sangsters af the waad warble
their sang et praîse. although they must soan perîstu îuuîeriv:
and why shauld net 1 bc glad e Why shoulti net i, ton, loin
the happy metady i What are thus worids sufferîngs to e e
What ',atl that tht wîckedntss atfrman cans doe l s noct my
saut immartat ? When this bcdy decays have 1Itnet a taber-
nacle net made with hands, eternat un aie heavens, Are
there net rivers af pleasure ai the right band ai c.sed, securta
te me by my Saviour's death ? And when tht leveiuness ot
tbis warld's scenery, and the mrthfulness ai uts arr.uuuonai
nhabtants, shaliflot bc seen fier heard any more, suait not

1. ut 1 trust in my Redeemer aund keep His commantunents,
stand in the presence of Gad andi the Lamb and i sng the
sang ef tht Lamb in eternuty i

Emptoved i wtb suî.h theugtuts as thes5e, Ralph nadi nearîy
reacheti tht sea-share, when bec vas suddenly mousait trom
bis medttations by tht sound ef tht mititaty drum, aunaithe
tumulttai a rnxtd multitude ai seiduers, kung s atticers, mag.
straes and ethels, leadung, troun tht touva ni Irvune tate

side et tht sa, a fem"lc whe, by ber looks, appeared to D e
i ber eighteentb or nuneteenth ytar. l'bus younjg woman.
when an unfant bau lest ber mather, andi she bati seen ber
fthe;, only a Fa wteks before tht aime at wbicti wt speak,
torn frora ber amis and dragged ta tht gibb-" itt the crua.
etty et persecutien is as insatiable as tht grave, 1lue Poor
arpban bad been apprebended on tht precedung baboath aut
ane et thase fietd.meetungs wbither she had resorteti te wor.
sbup Ged as ber conscience drected ber; andi because
nether entreatits ner threatenings c.ould prevail on ber to
take thetctet wbich we formerly ex.plained, she hiat becsi
stet-ued te bc put ta dcath by diownng-a kunci of dedih ta
wvbiLh several temales %veuz- condemned in these days.

In tht cbannel et tht sea, tram îvhaçh tht waves retireitiai
tow water, wa.s ixed a statte, wihuher, betweea two ruinas
salds ers, tht helpiess girl was led, anti her arws beunca ta
ber body wth rapts. la the meantime site was agaîn pro.
muised ber te an.d freedaux i stc wouid take tht test. but
wîtb a boly indignation she replieti. I Scek yc the lite ai my
seut by premîsing me a few years mare of earthty e\istence.,
Begoe e ab tat watd temtxa me te Vtoatc ml;causcttnz
and deny iny S..viour. 1 trust uan rv God. 1I know in whoun
1 have betieveti. And 1 koaw that lle uvii net Sarsaîce me.

Thetitde now balzan tua flow, and she was seon surraurudeti
wîth tht waves, befare whi-Lh tht crowd retureti. Asthe watez
gradoally deepeneti about her she scemed enga~geca in
prayer ; and uhen t reached ber waist, as tht day was
catm, she was heard ta say . "IFarewell, iny trientis-are-
welt, my' enemies-thot; su, and thau earth, tarcweit àame,
ye waters, why camte ye sa slewlyu' Came andi watt my souî
ta the basam etfrny Gort 1" Here her voice was test in thee
soorad ai tht drums tbat were beat te preveat ber tramn beung
heard. Hes cyts lookeci op te heaven, andi a cagna tran-
quility scttled on ber face, white every succcedag ae ai.
vanced fartber up ber body, it at last tht waters rotia oez
ber htad, and bid ber (ram the eyes af the spectaters.

You will perbaps ask mie, voung reader, why 1 introuce
yots te a scerat Jike tbis? Why 1 shock your feelings by the
relation et such cruelties, andi oppres.a vaur sympathies f',
tht reszial et such sufferangs ? Ircly, 1 atm nat tond ai
the tile ai distmess ;mu: r ouid I wumiagay sadditn veur Lulua-
tenance did 1 not hope teanmake youar heart battez by st.
And 1 think vout best interests may bc much p-.amoîed Dy
thas rtviewing the cruetties and sufrerings of aur ancestors.
Ttius we tearist to what horribl't transactions sin leatis tbose
wha Pbandon theraaselves to its tyrannicat guidance. i-ow
avarice, and ambition, andi pride, if harboured and neuarîshed
in Our bosoms, eradicate att that us anziabte ini man, and
I.an-y bim (emward into batbatity and ws~ensuhwuh piat
hum fat beneath the beasts that Peristu. Anti hente ire
gather the strongest proots aof tht duvineuracegin of aur reli-
gion, anad ho# wetl adapteti it ts te beat the Christian ent
through the darkest maght ef the worlds distresses. %Va
hear cvil spoken aihum , vue sec bhumabunted tram piaLe to
place, and tortured and irairdercd , but stui wc sec the giaI.e
of Geti suffiu.uent foi blxm. We sebiaplac.ed on the 1\0',k
af Ages, pnccaing away tram hum, as agings af nugei the
waves obd stornis anaiEercnezs ai thus eartb's most angry
assant , and, calagaly recrlining bis boeutn the promise oi
nus God, lookiog walb a gratettai heart andt an cyc of bnght
cnrsglaanesr, to the land beyend'aitegrave-tht lanu af bis
1 Cie andi bis evetasting borne. Hence, o, WC Icra tuoa
much ireaae indebtd ta the heaven-supportet stand wbuch
cet foretathers madie against the 4iroadci tcuvi despotuIia4
andi the domination af a sectatar priesthood ; andi thus we are


