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ON 7OP OF SINAL

The July Century opens with a paper called Sinai and the
ledemcs{ illustrated with photographs taken by the author
Edward L. Wilson. From thls article we quote the follow-
fng: It does not seem high, because it was yet half hidden
from our view by the intervening hill.  As soon as thus hill
was mastered the plain of Er Raha, or ¢ Plain of Assem.
thge,” came into full view, with the Sioai range at us
southera extreme.  The combination was satisfying—con-.
viocing, Here was the one great feature the want of
which prevented Mount Serbal from contesting for the hon.
ours of Sinai.  There is no glain iothe vicinity of Serbal ex-
tensive cnough to accommodate an assemblage as large as
Moses fed.  But here is a vast rlnlcau of sufficient extent,
and, as we shall presently see when we view 1t from Mount
Sinai's summit, so lacated that Moses could overloak it all
whea he read the Law. This must be the *true Sinai,"—
the vesy mountain upon which the glory of the Lord rested
in the sight of the people. When facing its awlul, stately

deur, I felt asif I had come to the end of the world.

{ow maoy pilgrims had come from all pasts of the casth to
this very spot to reverence, to sacafice, and to worship !

1 dismounted to contemplate the sublime panorama and
Elibuel, my camel driver, sat down beside me. e hardly
seemed to understand my actions, and at last interrupted
my reverie by exclaiming, as he pointed to the lofty group,
“Jebel Mousa—Tayeeb 1” (“* Mountain of Moses—gouvd ")
He also reverenced it, for he was 2 Mohamsnedan,

What impresses the American travellee most sensibly hete
j¢ the fact that although mountains abound, and stream-
beds are more plesty than in our own White Hills, a cas-
cade or a water-fall is never heard.  When the rauns lall,
the water rolls down these bare, rough diagonals uninter-
repled, and emplies into wadies, which in turn impetuously
mfl tke torrents into the sea with great speed, before the
pasched carth has time to absotb mure than a mere surface
-

\Vhat a susprise, then, when, arrived at the highest ndge
of the vast platean of Er Raha, to see a bught ocasis full of
trees laden with the rich blossoms of spring, hacked by the
strange, contrasting, gloomy walls of the Convent of Saint

atherine. No location could be more chasming—.in the
narrowing valley, nestled at the feet of the clusely protect-
ing mouniains.  Upon the highest rampansare set both the
caonon and the cross. It was both castle and convent we
were approaching.  More than once the inmates have Leen
obliged to defead themselves against the marauder. At
one time every monk was massacred. Since then more
care has been exercised.  We were obliged to prove vur
friendship before we could gain admittance. We could not
even encamp in the neighbourhood uvatil our credentials
were examined and approved.

Arneing at the cenvent wall we seat up a shout to the top.
o the course of time the voice of a monk sent down a
sqoeaky response.  To a point near the top of the wall a
oy staucture shaped Itke a dog-kennel is attached. From
this  small rope was let down, 10 which we attached vur
firman, or letier of introduction, oblainzd at 2 branch insti
S tuon at Suoez.  This was hauled up slowly and soon
B¢ answered by 2 great rowise io the aerial kennel. Then a

#  thick cable was Invigied to us and we were asked tu ** Get
inand come up,”  But the low gate in the wall was swung
open at that moment, and we chose to eater the convent by
it rather than go up by cable.

When we arrived at the quarters of the superior we saw
[ that the cable was not let down hand over hand, but that a
clamsy windlass, worked and wurmned by Bedouin serfs, was
tte poner behind thethrone, The combination is believed
to be the first passenger clevator in the world. ..

it seems as though no szmblance of humanity should re-
mun 1 a place made sacred by so many holy associations,
bat the convent is wahabited by about sixty monks varyingin
grades of sanctaty.  Nine of them yielded 10 our camera. A
beardicess youth afforded us considerable amusement. Re:
;;:‘zledly he came to me, with tears in his eyes, and begped

some 1etips 19 make his beard grow. e said that he
would not be nilowed to read chapel service until he had a
beard ; that nearly all the monks but him bad beards,

THE FORCE OF NATURAL GAS.

Althoagh the wells 2round Findlay are under control, the
tetiog ix anchoted, and the awful force is held Under by
gates and levers of steel, it is impossible to escape a fecle
itg of awe in this zegion at the subterrancan cnergies
skich seem adequate 1o blow the whole country heavea-
sad.  Some of the wells were opened forus.  Opermung a
well is unscrewing the service pipe and letting the full
force of the gas issuc from the pipe at the moanth of the
well, When onc of these wellsis thus opcned the whole
town s aware of it by the roaring and the quaking of the
wr, The first one exhibited was in 2 field 2 mile and a
Bf {rom the city. At the first freedom from the screws
sz clamps the gas rushed oat 1o such density that it was
wusble, Althongh we stood several sods ftom i1, the roar
w8 $0 great that onc could not make himself heard shout.
ing isthe car of his neighbour. The geologiststufiedcotton in
bis cars and tied a shawl about his head, and, assisted by
1te cherust, stood close to the pipe to measure the flow.
¥ The chemist, who had not taken the precasizon v prutect

bumaself, was quite deaf for some time aficr the expeniment.
g & Josranch pipe, about sixty fest i length, was then
sxewed oo, and the gas igonted as it issued {rom the ond
Gawe groand. The roastuy was &s before. For scveras
feet from the end of the tube there was no flame, bas be
TS was 2 sea of fire sweepiag the grouad and riovin,
¥ bigh in the au—butows of 1cd and v. Il w and bloe fame
tiree and bot enough to consume cverything within reach
3 1 was an awfol display of power.

E  We bad a tike thoagh valy a momentary display at the
f:z008 Karg well, an eight million feet well.  This cuald
caly be torned on fcr 2 few seronds at A ‘ime, fot it ssan
R osoee 100 with *he geaeral <= com. 1 1he gas & tarncd
B 05 .1h= firee in houses anA fac-ories wonld po aut, and &
LB e taraed on-aain without notice the rooms womld b -

fall of gas, and an explosion follow an attempt to relight
it. This danger is now belng removed by the inveation of
an automatic valve in the pipe supplying each fire, which
will close and lock when the flow of zas geases, and admit
no more gas until it is opened. The ordinary pressure for
house service is about two pounds to the square inch, The
Karg well is on the bank of the creck, and the discharge-
pipe through which the gas (though not in its full lorce)
was turned for our astonishment extends over the water,
The roar was like that of Niagara; all the town shakes
when the Karg is loose.  Whea lighted, Yillows of flame
rolled over the water, brilliant in colour and fantastic in
forn, with a fury and rage of conflagration enough
to strike the spectator wuth tecror. I have never seen any
any other display of natural force so impressive as thas.
When this flame issues from an upright pipe, the great
mass of fire rises cighty feet into the air, leaping and
twisting tn ficadish fury.  Four sia vrehs after this well was
first opened 1ts constant toanng shook the nerves of the
town, and by oight its flaming torch lit up the heaven and
bamshed darkness. Wih the aid of this new agent anything
seems  possible.—Charle: Dudley Warner, tn Harper's
Magasiue for Fruuy.

THE HUMANISTIC VDILEMMA,

The truth is, any humanistic scheme of religion fiads it-
self in a dilemma. It 1t admits a puwer above humanity
it destroys 1ts owa first principle and goes over to the camp
of supermaturahsm.  If it refuses to admit any such power
and contents itself with a merely human object of worsh:p,
1t 1s obliged to outdo the medivval realists in order to ob-
tain a concepiion at all capable of calling forth the rels
gious sentiments.  This brings out the fundamental delect
of all humanistic creeds. An adequate object of worship
must contain a synthesis of knowable and unknowable at-
tributes. It must transcead man and his powers of concep-
tion, and it must also come into the sphete of the think-
able and knowable. In other words, the God of the re-
ligions consciousness must be absolute, infinite and im-
mutable. But He must also be the Father of men, and
must possess attributes which will make him a fit ubject for
the tove and loyatty of his children. The humanistic crecd
repudiates the transcendental side of religion in advance, and
hence is never abie to provide such an obyject as the religious
pature of man requires.— FProfessor A. T. Ormond, in
New Princeton Revew for Fuly.

AUERBACH.

Afier 1559, Acerbach’s hife oscillates between Winters
spent 10 Berhia with his famuly and Spuogs and Summer
spent 1n wandering, mustly alone, 10 his dear native distnet
aod in Swuzeidand. It 15 sad o read how he constantly
cumplains of lunehness, thuugh hie cleatly bad many incads,
a0d these among the most eminent men of tbe land ; warm
fricnds, too, nut mere acyeasntances, whose death, as ume
goes on, aflect hiw deeply on cach occurrence, and he usu-
allv un these occason wrtes 2 wWarm appreciauve precss of
thess characters to his curtespundeni.  lis own fame in-
creased and he never lust pleasure 1o hus work, was always
full of more plans and projects than ume wounld allow him
to cxcuic. * Thereis a ferment within me," he would
say. 1lisopenly expressed, nawe, childlike delight:n what
he had created Jaud aum vpen an the cold Prussian capital to
the charge of vamty. Kand fncnds brought this charge 1o
his ears, and it hurt hait greatly and often.  In Jater hife he
frequently tried to check his spontancous utterances, tned
atuticially to make himself self-conscience and ieticent.
Impossitle. Directly the moment of cxcitement came the
real true Auerbach gut the better cf the atuficial man, and
he had to blurt vut a. that was on his mind, 2it that moved
his heart, It was this that made him so lovable ; yet this
too, that often brought him into awkward scrapss, for which,
however, he was sn the end always pardoned by all con-
cerned, as we pardon a child that has not as yet 1ts cmotions
under control. The same want of sclf-control made itself
evident 1n his worh.  In momeats of sclf-cuticism he dimly
apprehended this,  Thus he once writes: ** 1 am well ana
sucking to work, aithuugh here again I am expenencing
that the strength of performance, which I can command, s
oot firm encugh. Every look becomes usually quite ano-
ther thing from what I had willed when under my pen.”
Indeed he understood as little as most Germaas the doctnne
of art fur art’s sake.  1n all he wrote he sought to instruct,
and this must very spzaally be bornen mind in deahing
with his wntungs. Tber foundation was didactic. In his
loaget works mure especially he neglected Goethe s advice :
Bilde Kunstler, rede sucht., Heoce they were sharply
criticised on their appearance, never had the full success of
hs vallage tales, and are almost eaurely neglected even now.
And his didactic manace 15 all the more tedious because
Auerbach was not a clear—that 15 to say, precise—thinker.
His cmotivas twere stronger than his  otellect.—Tke
National Revieso.

A MARVEL IN STEEL.

There asc 150,000 miles of taziway in the United States ;
390,000 miles of rals——in length coough to make twelve
sice! urdles for the earth's cucumiercace.  This enonnous
length of mil is wondetful—we do not teally grasp its signifi-
cance. But the rail itself, the Little scction of stecl, is an
ergincering feat.  The change of its form from the cunous
and clumsy iron pear bead of thity years ago to the present
tefined scction of steel s a scienufic development. It s
ouvwv & beam whose cvery dimcension and curve and angle
are exactly smited to the tremcadous work st bastodo. The
loads it carries are conormous, the blows it receives are
heavy and constant, but it canes the loads and bears the
olows and does its duty.  The locomotve and the modem
p.sscager and freight ears are great achicvements: and so
13 the aitle ral which carnies them sil.~—Fro ** Feats of
Rauway-Eapnsenng,”—/o4n Bogars, wn Scribner's Afaga-
sinefor Fuly, .

'} awarded" him,

Weitish and Foveign.

it is proEoscd to fixa Temperahce Sunday for all the
Australian churches.

Tur Minister of Justice in New South Wales intends to
suppress lotterics in conncction with Aanglican bazaars.

“Tue ccclesiastical Gordon” is the not inapt title be-

stuwed by one of tus admirers on Bishop William Taylor, of
Africa.

Tue Rev. John Thompson, Boahill, was ordained there
lately to the misston staton of Impolweni, South Africa.
Mr. Barry, of Dumbarton, preached.

A BELL has been placed on the church at Sleat, Skye, the
gilt of the late Mr. Lachlan M'Kianon, of Duisdale. It is
the first chuich bell ever heard 1o the pansh.

THE Rev. A Scott Matheson, who recently resigned the
charge of Claremont Church, Glasgow, has received an invi-
tatun from Triaity Church, Canonbury, London.

Furrarron Church, Itvine, celebrated its jubilee on a
recent Sunday.  Rev, VWilliam Ewan, of Kinaiog park,
Glasgow, and Mr. Paton, the pastor, were the preachers.

Mx. GRORGR WALKER, ex-senior bailie of Aberdeen,
says that statistics compiled from the corporation records
prove the average annual loss to that city in connection with
the parish churches to be $7,410.

THE Rev M. P. Johnstone, minister-clect of Fraserburg,
preacked his farewell sermon in Cadzow parish chusch,
recently, to an overflowing congregation, which included
many represeatatives of other chusches,

A TABLET bas becn placed in the entrance lobby of St.
Bernard’s, Edinburgh, to the memory of the late Rev.
William Fraser, M.A., who was pastor of the church for
many years before his traoslation to Brigbton.

A MeMORIAL window, by the same arust who executed
the beautsful winduws in the Bishup's palace, at the Glas-
fow exhibition, is about to be placed 10 Truony Church,
Glasguw, in hooour of the late Dz, Wilhiam Palsford.

Tue green sward in front of Killin Church has been fixed
upun as the site for the obelisk about to be erected in
memory of the great Gaehe scholar, Dir. Stewart, who trans-
lated the New Testament and past of the Old into Gaelic,

Dr. J, Murray McCrutrock, Duamfrics, a life-long ad-
vocate of temperance and from its start one of the most con-
spicuous Scotish members of the United Kingdom Alliance,
died lately within 2 fortnight of comnpleting his eighty-fourth
yeat.

THE Gaelic sermon delivered by Ms. Blawr, of Cam-
buslang, ia Crown Court Church, London, gave great
satisfacivn to the Celts of the metropolis, some of whom
declared it to be the best Gaclic sermon ever heard in
London.

Tue Kev. Mr. Bain, of Duthill, refuses to retract remarks
hie has made derogatory to Abernethy Presbytery, which
refuses to take certain s:eps be recommmends in connection
with the sanitary condnion of his manss and its surround-
ings. Mz, Baio has appealed to the Synod.

THE yearly increa.e of urdained men in the Anglican
Chureh is vastly in wxcess of tequueements. The cleneal
dearhs last gsear we.e 460, and there were seventy new
churches built ; but (here were 734 ordipations. The un-
bepeficed clergy in Eogland nuw number ftom 10,000 to
11,000.

Tue her. Jacob Prummer, at the breakiast which closed
the recent Protestant Lommemoration 1in Edinburgh, de-
clared that there was a secret Romanising conspiracy in
the Chuich of Scotland which he had studied for twenty
years. There were, headded, a great many foxes in the
pulpats.

Tue most important incident of the Irish Methodist Con-
{erence, was the notice of motion by Mr. Wlliam Green-
hitl, cf Belfast, which was accepted for next year, declaring
that tbe time s come when the three years' limit of minis-
teroisl service, especially in cities and large towns, may be
modified.

Tne Mclbourne Y, M. C. A. has made its basis of
membership morc exclusive. The qualihications beace-
forth is 10 be a profession of personal acceptance of
Chtist and s desure to follow Him, Young men who are
unable to subscube to s basis may be admitted as
associates.

A PLEASANT meceting of the juvenile union of the Church
of Eogland Temperance Socicty was held at Fulham Pal-
ace. The grounds were thrown open to the children, and
«he Bishops of Londonand Marlborough belped to cater-
tanthem, Mrs, Temple also took 2 conspicuons part in
the proceedings.

THe Rev. S. D. Scammel has been lecturing in his
church at Chatham on a trip to Egypt and the rabbi of the
Jewish syaagoque at Rochester, Rev. J. B. Salomans, pre-
sided. He rematked that from the kindly feeling that
seemed to exist among bis audience, surely tbey were pos-
seesed of the true religion.

THE Rev. A. Frater, a2 worthy Aberdonian, who is min-
ister of the Ancient Presbylerian Church at  Flushing,
which dates from the days when Quecn Elizabeth’s troops
occupicd the town, 1s actively eogaged founding a sailors’
home, which besides bedrooms will have a good reading
100m and supply of healthful refresaments.. .

Titz Rev. Mr, Mackeesie, a Presbytenan minister in
Aockland New Zealand, has shown more cconomical than
ecclesiastical prudeace. Having fallen into dispute with
his deacons ge to his salary, he was shrewd eacagh to hold
the communion plate 23 sccurity till his claims were sztded,
and only banded it back on receipt of the balmcrgf-\aﬂ}
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