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te be dcemcd the wisest) tbe rigbt of the youngest be-
neficiary te receive bis $2oo per annum, so long as
there is a dollar of capital to draw upon, is iegaily as
well assurcd as tbat of the oldest commuter to re-
ceive bhis $450, or tbat of the so-called privileged be-
neficiary to receive bis $400.

Wben I consider tbat tbe amount whicb tbe cern-
muters added te the capital, by agreeing to accept
.£112 10 instead oftLi150 per annum, bas been iost
over and over again, together with the suma contributed
by the Cburcb to form an adequate and permanent
Sustentation Fund ; and tbat too by the unwise in-
vesmrents of a board appointed principally by tbem-
selves, and on wich tbey exercised ever a controliing
influence ; and wben I consider turther that many of
these same commuters, even at $450 per annum,
carne into receipt of as large an income trom tbe
ciergy reserves as the average income for the years
et their mini stry bad been, from tbat source, prier te
the commutation, and much larger tban tbe future
average was likely te be in some cases in the absence
ot sucb commutation, I amrn ndtse greatiy impressed
witb the oft-told tale of the generous sacrifices they
made for postcrity.

I arn wiling, bowever, te give tbem as a ciass
credit for unselfisbness, and admit that, acting disin-
terestedly, tbey perbaps bargained more wiseiy tban
they wot ; and agree tbat tbey should receive the ful
benefit of the astute business arrangement they en-.
tered into-giving tbem four and a hait .per cent. on
their investment instead et six per cent., and guaran-
teeing thern against ail possibility et loss.' Surely,
however, the diflerence between a dlaim on tbe tund
for $400 per annum and one Of $200, which has been
made during tbe last tbirty years between those who
entened the rinistry et the Cbnrch subsequent te the
passage et the Provincial Act providing for commu-
tation, and prier te its recciving the reyal assent, and
ail those wbe bave since entered (wbobhave, say, as in
tbe case et sorne of the so-called non-privileged,
iabeured since 1857 instead ef since 1855) is rcward
enough for baving been a year or two carlier in the
field.

My own opinion, and I believe 1 express that wicb
is the opinion et many others, is that the wsest course
te, pursue would be tbe tollowing :

i. To purchase annuities et $450 per annum for tbe
surviving comnmuters (except those in Queen's Coi-
lege), and hand over te them the said annuities.

2. Give te Qucen's Coilege 50 rnuch et the capital
of the fund as weuld represent an annuity in perpe-
tuity cf $2,ooo, and make it a first charge upon said
surn te pay annually during their lives te any cern-
rnuting ministers or other beneficiaries et the Tempo-
ralities Fund now in connectien witb the coilege as
professors or retired professors the ameunt et their
present annual cdaim upen -the Beard.

3. After paying ail arrears in full wbicb bave ac-
crued against the tund since the union et the Church-
es and tbe discontinuance efthte eld Sustentation
Fund, calculate the arnount needed te pay during the
remainder et their respective lives te all other benefi-
ciaries an annuity equal te their present annual dlaims
of $4oo or $200 upon the fund, and distribute Oro rata
the capital rcmaining in the bands et the Board.

4. Having obtained the necessary legisiation to en-
able tbem te do tbis, and having weund up the busi-
nems as speedily as possible, let the members et the
Board meet tbe surviving beneficiaries at the festive
board, and present te the painstaking secretary a
suitable testimonial in appreciatien et bis long-con-
tinued and taithful labours. Let aIl jein bands and
sing a verse et 1' Auld Lang Syne," and let the Board
dissolve, each member and every beneficiary going
borne te ren4er privateiy bis tbanksgiving te God
that the corporation bas corne te a peaceful end.

If the Beard wilî net have the grace te do this, and
close a page et Cburcb history that dees anytbing
but reflect credit upon the financial abiîity et the

I1pastot anb 1p:eople.
For THF. CANADA PRESByTERIAN.c

HOW LONG, O LORD?e

BY G. INGLIS, TORONTO.2

Why tarrieth thy Chariot of Victory, 0 Lord,t
Why hideth in its scabbard thus the vengeance of Thy sword,
Why slent long seetit slumbering the thunders et thy wrath,
Why fiameth net the lightning e'er the terrors of Thy path.

As f rom Thy throne descending.
To earth thy tootsteps bending,
With hasts on hasts attending.

Thou comest in thy kingdom ta the awful Judgment Day.

««Where the promise of lis coming, and the signs ef His

The oid and weary world asks, hait sighing and haîf sneer-
ing,

As with finger philosophic, scientiflc nomenclature,
She points in cynic sadness te uncbanging Laws af Nature,

(sayingc cidly>:
Since the tathers have been sleeping,

Sleepless vigils these are keeping,ý
Blind ta pain and deaf tu weeping,

Through the Ages' anguish sulent, pitiless and dumb are
they.

What is nman te such as these are, what bis agonies and
sorrow,

What his prayers, and tears and sighing for some shadow-
less ta-merrew,

Sanie ideal Land ai Canaan, sanie ideal dawn ai peace,
Where his sorrow may find salace, and his sufiering àur-

cease,
Some soul-bayen, safe, enduring,
Some heart-pillow test assuring,
Sorne life-fountain sarrow-curing,

Sornething te appease bis hunger and bis deadly thirst allay.

Stili the Sphinx, with stany staring, stands unseeing and
uncaring,

Deat and biind te martal anguish, sulent still, and stili un-
sparing,

Gazing enward, ever onward, neyer down in sad compas.
sien,

Neyer up in supplication, neyer round in kindly tashion,
Steny-eyed and stony-hearted,
Frem ail love and pîty parted,
Neyer yielding, neyer thwarted,

Stili unchanged and ever changeless holds inexorable sway.

What is man but the resuitant et ierce forces blindly
striving,

Everinere tbe weak crusbed downward, evermore the strong
survivine,

Necessary laws constraining-Cbange, Heredity, Selection,
Life mere struggle for existence, Death the end, ne Resut-

rectien,
Bubbles et a shoreiess sea,
The fading leaves ofbn eternal tree,
Tessed by the winds et destiny are WeC

Pain or pleasure then, what boots it ;-even this shall pass
away.

Where is this Ged et yours, and where this prophesied up-
heaval

0f nature's unifermity, et force and îaw primeval,
This promised reign of 'ngbteousness, this triumph et the

good,
This judgrnent of injustice, ful-orbed beatitude ?

Nay 1 but Law is tbe eternal,
Ail pervading, truc supernal,
Guiding suas and breezes vernal,

Thus it bas been, is and shall be-evermore, alway.

Sa speak they in their unbelief with bitter, jeyiess smiling,
With curling hip and aching heart te fancied pence beguiling
Sad eyes ta callous Force and Law in hopeless hope stl

turning,
And frem His ewn Creatien, God, the great Creator,

spurning,
Such their boasttul pride et science,
Such their impiuus seit-reiance,
That te Hini they bid defiance,

And deeni their puny brain the measure of truc wisdem's
yea and nay.

But Thou, O Gad, wilt scatter theni like sbadews et the
merning,

Upon their unbeliet pour wratb, and shame upon their
scorning,

Wilt show their wisdomn foolisbness, their science vain pre-
tending,

And Thou Thyself both Judge and Law oninipotentl y
blending.

Tbey shail sec with awe and woadcr,
This time-veil juick rent asunder,
At the trumpet s echeing thunder,

Wbich ushers in the dawning et the dread Appeinted Day.

public, stili force themselves up in private minds 8
carry on their debates upon the forum of private jJdt
nents. Along witb thein corne many ncw ones. The
origin of sin, the trinity, election, reprobation, the cOfl -

demnation of the heathen, future retribution, etc.,
appear in the minds, even of the most devout believ'
ers. Tbey do nôt wisb them ; they seek to drive
them off; but, impertinent and intrusive, they- coilie
and stay wbere they are flot wanted. It is duePI
haps, te buman weakness, or probably it is fO fà
Satan's ways of giving trouble. Whatever the caUSe
the fact is that good people, flot speculative, but dis-ý
posed to submissive confidence, are sometimes C013
founded by the mysteries that risc before them.

if tbey think about it properiy, tbey will conclude
that in a book like the Bible they must inevitably el1'
counter tbings too deep for their understanding. EYC81
doing their best, this must be the case. Since aISe
temptations are sure to corne, they are as likelV tO
appear in unprofitabie questions as in any other wAl*
But the purpose of ail earnest people is to avoid cfIti'
cisrns of the divine word, or even hesitation in beliCV'
ing it, and to deepen and carry eut this purpose
sbould be regarded as part of their training. Aft<
close communion and walk witb God, wbich is a 1S
duty with ail, the best thing te do is to cling to tbe
things about wbicb there appears te be no misgiviOi 1
putting into practicai use also whatever measure Off
truth is given as an unassailable possession. God
lave, and Jesus is bis Son the Saviour ; the biod
Christ cleanseth from ail sin ; the Holy Gbost s8XiCu
fies; righteousness is good and sin is alwayps ,I
Honour, too, and honesty, purity, faitbfulness, Wlt: -
kindred virtues, are be)*ond controversy, and tbeo
can be accepted and practised with a certaintY 0
blessing. The detences ot faith, of wbicb there are 00
rnany these days, have theiruses. Many of thew 90
remarkable. But if a Christian wisb to strengthO
bis faith, he is more likely to do se by a conic '
devotion te -unmistakable truth than by reasoni"$
about those be is ternpted te, question. There '4
always power in believing and doing.

A GLORIOUS CHURCH.

Now this Church glories in ber bistory, glories
ber brotbcrboed, glories in ber conquering nsei~
over the world, glories as the custodian et ber w
ideas, glories in having furnisbed us at the sanie tS
a complete account of the moral econorny--explaigw<
sin, interpreting conscience, rnanifesting God
paving the way for mnan's rcturn te the Alnligbt1'
And its realization of the divine image is still 00om

wonderful in the dlaim that it furniibes us oth5'
per-fect ability. For tbis idea is closeiy unitcd <Ili~
the last, witb tbis distinction-it was flot necso'iM
for Christianity to corne into the world to, teach 1
tbat wcwere imperfect. The world is full to, repletiO À
of knowledgc on tbat subject. Nor was it necC~
for Christianity to corne into the world in t

furnisb man witb a desire after perfection. H~"
philosopby, trom beginning to end, is in a large
sure an account of tbc abortive efforts tbat meni
made te realize moral perfection.

one peculiarity about Cbristianity is tbat it
succceded Vbere others failed ; that it bas not 0111y, î
out te do, but that it bas accomplisbed wbat itlosJ"

eut to do. Men, I say, have been filled with tpo
ideas-have bad dreams of buman perfectionq jOe
men usually do in oiqr nwn day ; just as Mr.
bas drcamed of tbe social millenniurn, when baPPihI
will bave reacbed its acme; j ust as Fourier, tbe fOiôv
of Frencb socialism, formeriy beiived thatthtl
would corne whcn happiness would be univeml
tributed, and wben there would be on thiscat'%4
ooo,ooo of poets, ecd of tbem equal to, Dante ! %
fection. The scheme, of course, in its absUf1>~
rneagured only by the irnpossibility and inadeqnY :

the means for its realization. ide
Now Cbristianity cornes to tell us that this9

310' tmAy gth, iWý


