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helped these working-men, giving one of the ad-
dresses.
PREACHING IN A CHURCHYARD,

Two years ago the vicar of St. Matthias inaugurated
a series of open-air services in his churchyard, the
Bishop of Bedford preaching the first sermon. Hence
the rising ground, surronding an old sea-captain’s
tomb, where the preacher invariably stands, 1s called
“The Bedford Mound.” They are now continued
twice a week through the summer. A harmonium is
vsed, surrounded by a choir, while hymn sheets are
handed to the people. It is not easy to estimate
numbers, but this evening I should thionk 500 crowded
round, while others listened from the adjoining recre-
ation ground. A number of Lascars, with their
swartby faces and picturesque costumes, added to the
interest of the scene. A large number of people fol-
lowed the vicar into the church for evening service.
How easy it would be to use a hundred other London
churchyards in the same way.

LONDON STREE1S ON SUNDAY.

Turning homewards, I noticed how the streets are
crowded. It is the time of evening service, and the
devout are worshipping in church and chapel and hall.
But the people are outside. Ommbuses and trams
are loaded. Cabs are ratiling by, and now and again
the sound of the railway whistle and the rumbling of
the railway trains are heard. The crowd is specially
dense on the Mile-end road. Half-a-dozen groups are
listening round as many speakers. One of these is tak-
ing a good deal of pains to prove that Christ died for
His people, but there does not seem to be much
Gospel for the sinner ir what be says. Another is
reading from a paper to show that the antiquity of
man is not so great as some philosophers assert,
while another is reading some newspaper report re-
lating to false imprisonments—probably.a friend of
“The Claimant.” One group is quietly singing, led
by a harmonium—

“ I gave my life for thee ;
What hast thou given for Me?”
But the largest group was Yicld by a young man who
was evidently preaching the Gospel. The babel of
sounds was added to by street vendors and exhibitors.
ON THE LONDON FIELDS.

At the south end of the London Fields, Hackney, I
was much interested in a Primitive Methodist con-
gregation which had turned out after evening service.
The preacher stood on the fourth step of the chapel,
surrounded by sympathetic friends, while others stoed
in the roadway or leaned aganst the opposite railings.
This is the most easy kind of open-air preaching.
Preachers and singers are ready, and the congrega-
tiou thus turning out gathers bystanders more quickiy
than any other way.

On the east side of these same London Fields, op-
posite Miss Macpherson’s Training Home, another
meeting was in progress. The forms and harmonium
had been brought out from the mission room, and
here under the trees a peaceful service was held,
largely recruited from the passers by. Why should
not mission stations as well as churches turn out these
lovely summer evenings ?

PREACHING BY LAMP LIGHT.

The longest and most lovely summer day comes to
aclose. By thetime I reached the end of Dalston
lane it was nearly ten o'clock. 1 kad been out nearly
fificen hours,and had walked about twelve miles ; but
could not help lingering by 2 member of the Open-
ais Mission in 2 turning near Dalston railway stauon.
He had a movable pulpit, from which 2 lamp was
suspended. This enabled him to see and read the
Scriptures, and his congregation to see the hymns
they sang. Taen at the corner of Kingsland.-green 1
cbserved a2 City missionary, with a small lamp fixed
to the iron railing behind him, expounding to a small
bur attentive audience the way of hfe,

Such a variety of testimony noted in one Sunday’s
walk shows that while the agencies for evil are pu-
merous and active, the Lord has many faithful wit-
nesses who keep on :

* Sowing the sced by the dawn-light fair,
Sowing the seed by the noon-day glare ;
Sowing the sced by the fading hight,
Sowing the seed in the solemn night."

May the Lord own their testimony, and st up others
to go and dolikewise !

OXT of the Choctaw Indian churches made a hand-
some collection, on a recent Sunday, for the purpose
of sending a missionary to the heathen Indiaxs,

MISSION MAP OF MANITOBA.

We have just received a copy of a very well exe-
cuted and serviceable map of Manitoba, which, in
addition to the rivers, lakes, inunicipal divisions, lines
of railway, etc., as given in ordinary maps, shows also
the names and locations of the mission stations of the
Presbyterian Chuarch in Canada as existing in June,
1882 Even the smaller edition will probably be
eagerly welcomed by those who are interested in
the work of the Church inthe North-West. The paper
employed is very good, and the impression remarkably
clear ; the names, numbers, etc., are quite legible ata
considerable distance, and there is no approach to
overcrowding anywhere. The Rev. R. H. Warden,
secretary of the Home Mission Commitiee, has just
issued a circular in reference to this map, whereof the
following is a copy :

My Drar Sir,—The Rev. Jas. Roberteon, of Winnipeg,
has had prepared by Mr. W. R. Gregg, architect, Torooto, a
nussion map of Mannoha, giving the names and locations of
the mission stauons of the Presbyterian Church, also show-
ing the hnes of railway, the sections of land, etc., etc.

This map has been hographed in twosizes.  The larger
size—specially intended for the use of the Home Miwsion
Commuttiee—is five feet by two feet six inches.  As several
minis'ets desired ¢ pies tor permanent use, we have had a
nuwber of this size stretched on linen, varmisned, and
moudted on sollers, 1eady for hanging up.  They are suit-
able fur usve at prayer meetings and missionary meetings, or
for ministers’ hibianes. As additional stauons are opened
up they can be matked on the map, wih the year when
organized, etc.

A copy of the larger-sized map. thus mounted, will be
forwarded to anyone sending me two dollars, the proceeds
to aud 1n meetng the expense of the hitnographing, cte. As
the number of copies is himued, early apphication is neces-
sary. The map being tou large to send by mail, please state
ta ordeniog huw you destre it forwarded.  Yours very teuly,

Rost. H. WaRDEN.

260 St. Fames Street, Montreal, 30th August, 1882.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON XXXVIL

WATCt'FULNESS ENFOINED.

GonbeN Text.—** Therefore let us not sleep, as
do others; butlet us waitch and be sober."—
1 Thess. §5: 6.

Timz.—Eveniug of same day as last five lessons—Tuesday
before the crucifixion.

PLACE.—Same as latter part of last lesson—on the Mount
of Olives.

PAPALLEL.—Matt. 24: 23-32; Luke 21: 25-36.

Notes and Comments.—Vers. 21, 22. * Then:"
dunng the time just foretold.  * False Chrsts : " impostors,
pretending tu be the expected Messiah, of whom thete wete
several between this and the destruction of Jerusalem (<ee
Foscphus). But it has a further meaning—it points to Anti-
Chnist, or the many Anti-Chnsts constantly ansing—1 joha
2: 18. Such are those who claim His prerogauves of being
infallible teachers, divinely appointed rulers, and mediators
between God and man.

Ver.23. * Takeyeheed :" third time, *“ y¢ : ” emphatic;
are forewarned ; remember my words.

Vers. 23, 25.  * After that tnbulation : * how long we
are nout told.  Calesn says that it signifies after the consum.
mation of all the woes of which Jesus had been speaking.
** Sun—moon—stars: "' arc we to understand this iterally
or symboically ? viable phenuomena in the heavens at the
appeaning of Chrnist? **or corresponding spiritual manifesta.
tions?” \Wencline to the latter.  The image 1s so used in
the Old Testament.  Crador says, ** I think that the Lord
here speaks of those siupendous revolutions, rehgious and
secular, which attended and followed the judgment on
apeostate Israel, not only in the passing anay of the Jewish
cconomy, but alsn 1n the dowafall of Paganism z2nd of the
Pagan empite of Rome.

Ver. 26. Compare Matthew and Luke on this verse;
there are slight vanations, but a striking general similanty.
**The Son of man com ~¢: ** the vitible seenond coming of
the Lord Jesus. He 1 4l come agawn—1 Thess. 4: 16.
Thas 1s at the fusst resurrecuon, foretold by the angels—Acts
1: Q-31.

Ver.27.  ** Angels: ” Matthew says *‘ with a trumpet of
great sound” (24: 31, Rev.). So were they of old
summoned to the solemn feasts—Psa. 81: 3; and God's
clect shall be zathered from all parts of the world—so they
ate not. will nut be found in one place, teaching us the
great truth of Acts 10 @ 34, 35.

Vers. 28, 29. ** Learn a parable : " alesson, **of the fig-
tree.” All Gud's creatures have a lesson for us. The fig-tree,
late in its foliage (the fruit comes first), teaches that delay
is nut abandenment, but that Gid’s purposes will surely be
fulfilled in His own time—2 Pet. 4: § 10. **When ~e
shall see thesc things: ™ the sinf already mentioned—
**know that it : * Rev. ** He," **is mgh.” They had asked 3
50 Matthew of His coming.

Vers. 30, 3t.  * This generation: ™ this was spoken A.D.
3% and was fulfilled A.D. 70. Bat *‘generation * may
mean not oaly living men, but the race, and we think that
the prophecy has this double force ; the near future has been
fulfilled, and shxll not the final future? ** Heaven and
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earth: " sghall, positive, *‘pass away “—not necessarily
destroyed, but changed in their present appearance. But
the truth of His words shall never be changed.

Ver. 32. How could Chirist, the Omniscient, be ignorant
** of that day and that hour?" Plainly 1n taking uposs Him
our nature, He took with it the conditioas of man’s mind.
There were special seasons wher. all was open to Him—the
liearts of men, the iavisible world, all the future ; but it may
have been part of His humiliation te exert no such know-
ledge 1 many things—to have Leen as a man amung men.
But we are ignorant, and would speak with hesitation on
such a subject.

Ver. 33. *Take heed—wat-h—pray :” these are the
practical lessuns which the Great Teacher gives from his
warnings ; they are for us as well as for the Jews.

Ver. 34. A parable in a verse, the main point of which
is at the close, ** to watch.” The Rev. givesa different idea
to the verse by omnung * For the Son of man is,” which
was supplied by the old translation, and reading instead,
l“ It 1s as when a man sojourning 1 another country having
elt.” etc.

Ver. 35. Still the same refrain, ** Wasch " —** ye know not
when 7 there 1s uncertainty as to the time, but none as to
the Coming uself. Cf two things we are alike ignorant—the
day of our_death, ang the time of Chnist’s coming ; while of
therr certainty we are alike sure.  ** Even—midnight—cock-
crowing—morning ;"' the lour watches of the night.

Ver. 36, 37. ** Suddenly,” as He will come ; **sleeping :
the very opposite of watcning ; * unto you:* Hus hearers ;
**unto ali: ' all men at slltmes, untous; ** WATCH :" the
fourth repetiion of .his solemen injunction, Matthew
gives us (chap. 25) three parables, very vivid and impressive,
following these utterances and closing the discourse— The
Ten Virgins, The 1alents, and The Last Judgment.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Prefatory.—The key thought of the whole lesson is,
asin the utte, ** Watchfuiness.” Theconditions, the circum-
stances, the manifestations of danger may differ in every age,
but the source 1s the same, and the duty 1s the zame ; until
the Master shall return 1t 1s the duty cf the servant to
watch !

Topical Analysis.—(1) Watching against deceivers
(vers. 21-23) ; (2) Waiching for the coming of the Saviour
(vers. 23-37).

On inc jirst topic we may show that these wnrds of
Jesu¢ as 1o false Christs and false prophets }Fave had
continual fulfilment. There were false Chrius in the
apostolic days; in the early history of the (‘wurch they
abounded, and so right down to our own timcs. “What was
Mahomet but a false Christ? What Joseph Smith? Some
are old enough to remember the blasphemous hallucination
of Joanna Southcote, ot later still of the Keatish (Eagland)
impostor; but beyond all these there is a perpetual false
Christ with headquartersat Rome. We need not trouble our-
selves with any intricate question about the ‘‘nuwmber of
the Beast,” which may be made to mean alaost anything.
The marks of Anti-Chuist are there unmistakably, insfface-
ably, let no exercise of charity blind us to that fact. But
are there not other ** false Christs, false prophets?* Ua-
happi'y, yes; there are teachers who teach everythin;
but Christ, everything but the Gospel; of such we an
our scholars are to *‘take heed ;™ upon such rests the
cursc of Gal. 1: g.

Oa the second topic, teach the great truth that Christ wil
come agasn. That fact is clearly set forth in many passagesin
the New Testament, aod no amount of reasoning, if it is
honest, can explaia that away. Then, His coming will be
sudden ; although there will be sigus as foretold, yet * of that
hour” will no man know. Suddenly, as the coming of the
hightning, will te that of the Son of man. It will be to
take an account of His servants. In one sense, you may
teach, Christ is always taking account ; but the Seriptures

int to a more general time of judgn ent. Much of the
mguzgc respecting it is, no doubt, prrabolical, and may be,
has been mustaken, by pressing ittooliterally ; yet the under-
lying fact remains a truth of God. Press the practical
lessons which cur Saviour gives—lessons of watchfulness
and prayer. We are to “*Warcu.” How? Not by idle-
2e55—**t0 every man his work " {ver. 34). We are to le-
active, diligent, doing our every-day duties heartily and
carnestly.  Show that true religion does not interfere with
these ; neglect of them is not religion. It is the watchful-
ness of fope, not of Fear ; so there must be an acceptance of
the Savivur, and a living for Him. Thus living, there will be
constant readiness and preparation. It is not needful that
we should be all the time talking, or even thinkiag about it 3
but to live daiiy as in the Master's sight, to use well the
talents He gives us, 1o have oilinour lamps.  So living, He
may come suddenly, but there will be no terror in the com-
ing; may, we s.and prepated, and our constant prayer will
be, ** Even so, come Lotd Jesus.”

Incidental Lessons. -That there have been religions
decervers from the beginmingy, and will be to the end.

The signs and working of the great deceiver—2 Thess, 2 :
10, 11 ; Rev. 13: 11-17.

That those who Co not receive the true Christ will be the
most likely to follow false Cbrists {Spirtitualism ‘and sach
like lying wondess).

That what Chast may not kaow, angels cannet know,
Christians should not seck to know.

That the future, the end, is the secret of God.

That this world and all in it must pass away,

That the coming of Christ is certain,

That for it the saved of all pations look.

That the uncertain day of death is to every one a coming
of the Lotd. .

Main Lesson.—Our duty, Watckfulness. How?

Vigrlantly —Luke 12: 35. 36; Phil. 42 §; 1 Thess. 5:
6; t Peter 5: 8. Steadfastly.—1.Cor. 16: 13; 2 Thess.
2: 14, 315. Pafiently.—2 Thess. 3: §; James §: 7, 8.
Conmstantly —Matt. 25: 133 t Thess. §:°3; Rew. 3: 3
Sorfully.—Luke 12: 37, 38: John 24: 35 1 Thess. a:
19. Prayerfully~lxke 21: 85 Eph. 6: 18; 1 Peter
43 7



