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For the Feverde, bofore.”” And, opentng his bag, ho drew from it | naw the roar of thoe graat clty startled her, and | the Earl eaid, and he was not so madly tn lovs
? & Waterproof wrapper, and small black bat,and | ovsrything was eo now and perplaxing, thatsho | as to be very much troubled at tho prospeotof &
MY LOVR, tossed them towards Lbor. wes half-lnolined to wish hersolf back at Mrs, | long probation.
—— “ Put_theso on, chlld. Qulok ! we have no | Price's. Moro hopos, moro wild schomes, woro | ¢ 1fthis 18 your declaion, sir, I think that, in.
timo to loss, Put this vell down over yuur faco, | floating in Esslo's uniutored mind than her new | stead of returning to Bngland with you, I shall
3T 0 D and hide it as much as you can. That will do. | guardian dreamedoft; though every attempt to | join som9 friends, who aro preposing a tour to
—— You look somewhat more liko s decent travel. | put them Intoshape was crushed by horsorrow. | Russia, We may go farther, and ponotrate in-

tove is liko the red, rod rose
bat breathes the sweet perfume,
X8 charms alike my thoughts and dreams,
And [ its charms consume.

love 18 8o expensive wife,
e 0* v&ry %ou 1s sho, 1tte
osnts a day upon
Isall she ooet’ethp?nnf”

Of bonnets, panlers, bustles, Ince
She never foals the need ;

No Sowers at hor commmand [ place
Bave only one poor weed.

And yot note'ou the fairest girl
Can with my love compare,

Allhou;b sho boasts vo glossy ourl,
Not o’en one sotap of halr.

As bee from lily sips.

May I all other loves from
whi rolmelmbnncowlpgh £ olay
t loving ono poor bit o
My beautiful, my pipe. '

MoxyrzaL, 1873,

lug oompanion than youdid before. Fllng your
old shawl into . the pond ; it wlll sot some one
soarching for you in tho mudat the bottom I”

When theso dlrections had beeu oboyed, he
resumed bls journey, signing to the girl to fol-
low , and she did so nnhealtatingly, asif bo had
alrondy acquired an influonoce over her which
rendeored har passive in his hands, Yet, &3 ho
walked on, with Esslo half running to keep
pace with him, she siols soveral wistful glances
at his impassive facoe; and whon he turned
sharply rouund, and deteoted this, sho blurted out
tho question, ¢ Arv you my father?”

Wystt stared at her, and shrugged his shoul.
ders,

¢ Certainly not. What put such s Queer idea
into your Lhead * I am happy to say that I am
not your father.”

“Where {sho, then? You know him, don't
you t

* Hiow should I 1 he Queried, In return. «1
darosay he is dead ; but why do you ask ?"

Esslo was silent awlile, though her face was
working strangoly, snd hoer oyos molst with
tears. Coming suddenly to a fall stop, she
abruptly domanded, * Then whore are wo go-
ing ? Whst makos you take mo away "

Wyott walked on for a few steps without re-
piying; but Anding that she did not accompany
him, ho had to come back to her.

LESTELLE.
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- CHAPTER 1V,
KN ROUTE FUR 1OXDOX,

Wyott civilly dolayed his departure tiil the
fresh gearch Mrs. Price sot on foot had comq to
aD end, With no better results than tho former
one. Not a creaturo hiad scon Esslo since tho
children srere sent off to school =ome hours
proviously ; but no cornment had been made
on her absences, as her capriclous mistross, who
had baon too busy to noticeit, was apt toresent
anythipng that betokened a Xindly interest In the

.

"At 1ast, Wyott, remarking that he had already
iost one traln, and ran a risk of botng too iate
for another, bade his troadled hostcks adicu, and
joinad the miller, who had been whiling away
the intarval with sundry glassos of ale and
whimh of tobacco.

When bo had taken his seat inthe miller's
cart, ho stooped down to drop some halfponce
toto Mrs. Price’s apron,

«sThese aro for tho thildren to buy awcetles
with. You'll send me allooabout those papers
when yott've fouud the girl, won't you ?”

Do ye think I over will find her, Mr.,
Wyelt 1’ sskod tho womaen, with white Itpsand
chatlering teoth. Sho had been disturbed by a
bad drusin on the provious night, and was cro-
dalous enough to connect 1t with Essie’s disap.

poannco.

Wyt langhed. ¢« Oh! she’s orly hiding to
frighten you.”

Mr, Price clenched hor aands. «If] thought
that, I'd cut her into minco-meat 1"

The touch of ths miller’s whip sent the horse
off at a trot before she had finished her vindic-
tive sposch ; but Wyett, with a mocking smite,
kisscd the tips of bis fingers to hior as he was
borno awaYy.

«Farewel]l, most amiable of women,” homnt-
tered, «1f Eszlo has a spark of common sense
1o that Httlo head of hers, sho will consider any
fate preforable to dwelling benaath your roof I

As he had predicted, ho did not reach tho ratl-
war station gntil the tratn had puffad away.
Thero was oot another duc for two hours, bui
he board this with smi. ng cquanimity.

« What can't bo curea muast bo endared. Takeo
care of my trunk, porter, and I'l walk on to
tho noxt station. The stroll will sirctch my
legs, and be pleasanter than walting on a
draughty platform.”

Tho csvil miller offercd to drive him s mite
oD his way, bat the proposal was griiy rejeciod.

« Yoy stout countrymen always think that wo
poor Loodoners are frightaned of ad hour’s watk-

.1og ; bat I'm golog to sbow you tho cobisary, |
and so good-bye, and thank yo I” '

With his travelling bag 10 one hand, andnent |
fttie umbrelia 1n the other, Wycott strude awas,
stoppiog At the top of the firsy bly of naing,
«round to tarn and cast his eyes warily around, |
ana wavo & farowell t{o tho miilor, wbo wns
Jogging homeward over the moor. Then our |
pedeatrian bogan to descend tho bity, nnd ap-,
Proach s largo planiatlon of isrch ireos, which
skirted thr. by-rosd ho was waversing. f

And now—a most upusual thing fo. Wyetittodo
—he commenced wbistling shrilly oneof Darcy ,
jssmere's favorite ol Afler &8 whuly, ho
pansed, and lookod curiously about bimm. The
trees grow 80 closcly togothor as to throw adark
shadow over tho seciaded spot, and he did not .
perocive at first that & cruuuuing Sgure bad .

| fully understand yesterday that my plans for

*Why dotaln mo now with idlo questiona
he cricd impaticotly. ¢ X thought I made yon

your benofit have nothing to do with your pa-
rentage. You have & voloe which, if properly
cultivated, will mako your fortune. I shall have
you decently educated, and taught ainging by a
good master, In return for this, I shall expeot
you not only to ropay mo the suins { gshall oz-
pond on you, but also & third of all the moneys
you take when you appear in pablie.”

Eessle mused.

< That means that sou'll toach mo to sing
everyihing, uod I'm to pay you out of my earn-
ings

Wyott smiled.

+1 don't thigk I promiscd you quite such &
comprehensive oducation. Eat no matter, weo
understand oach other now, so ploase walk a
1ittle faator. The sooner we are out ot this neigh.
bortood ths loss risk there wiil bo of some one
reocoguising you, and sotting Mrs. Price on sour
tra

ful sense of herignorance. This had never been
felt il aho ommo in gontact with Lord Glon.
augliton's ohildron, and saw Lady Ida's con-
temptuons looks ress upon her, and hoard Darcy
Lesmore and Wyett commond her one groat
gift—bhor cloar, melodious volco. What Wyett
would do with her, and how long it would tnko
to maks her as clovor as tho boautiful Lady 1da,
woro the quesilons which fllled hor thoughts
when she laid hor hoad on the pillow, and drop-
ped asloep,

But her glumbors, despito her fatigue, were
Lrief and light. A vaguo foar that her unfesling
rolative had ocontrived to beovine cognisant of
her whoreabouts, and would, at somo unexpect.

od mcment, pounce upon hor, haunted her
droams, as well as hor waking momonts, At

l1ast she awoke, impressod with a fanay that
some one had touched her, and that {2 must e

Mrs, Price, whoao lLiarsh voloo sho lay trem-

blingly expectdbg to hear,
Thovo was 3 light 1n the room, though she had

exUinguished lor own; and thoe mosasured
breathing of sqgn
moment cr two, bafore sho ventured to unclose
hor cyos.

0 poraon was audiblo for a

It was Wyott, who wasstanding by tho table,

oarefuily examining somethtog,

Essto slippod her band boneath her plllow,

where, for greater safoty, she had placed the
card-caso. It was gone ; and growling moro and
more afraid of the wnscrupulous man who had
possessed bimsell of it, sho lay watching him
from benoath her long oye-lashes.

8ho aaw him amooth out and read the faded

letters tho caso contained ; shako his noad, and
mutter his vexation at tho nneatisfectory naturo
of thoir contents ; and thon carefully examina
tho caso again and again,

It was a clumsy, old-fashionod thing, very dif-

forent o tho elegant receptacios in modern uso.
Wyett turned 1t ovor and over, till his slender
flugors camo upon a sooret slide, the existonoa
of whioh neither Mra. Prios nor Essio had sus.
pected. Drawing it open too hastily, the con-
tents fcll totho floor, and candlo 1n hand, he
stooped 10 recloim them. Ono small,,thin slip
of papor lay at his fect ; this was all. Ho did
not know, tili iongafier, thatanothor and rather
largar plece had fluttered under an old chest of
drawers closa by ; only Esalo, watalung him an-
cussingly, know that hs had not recovered all

k.’ he bad dropped.

The girl cast a frightened look behind her.

«I'll never go dback I” sho gaspod. ¢ I'll bo
killed oirgt 1"

« Imprisoned you might be, ifshe found you,"
satd. Wystt, ooolls ; ¢ for shs accases you of
golng to ons of her cupboards, aod robbing

But \Wyott had found enough §n thatonethin

slip of paper to bring an exulting look to bis
crafly £ao0o.
pocket-book, harestored the faded letiers to the
cz80 ; and camo, with noiscless
wards tho bed. Essle, overarhelmedrwith dread

Carefully securing it in bis owh
stop, to-

hor {” of what bo would say or do if ho discovoered that

Essle's face lamed with passion,

» It's a false ! 1'm no thief! Tho caseis mine;
1t wasmy inother’s, and sho meant mo to have
1t
bofore te dicd ] wou't becalioda thief!” And
in her excitement sho stamped her foot, and
looked deflantly to Wyolt, whom her tmpetuo-
'ty amused.

« 8illy child, I'm not accusingyou. 1f yonare
ocriain the case is your own, you are justified
in takiong possession of it. Then you 2(d tako
1t ? Ithought g8 moch. What Lave you dona
with it * Have you got it about you

Estio clutched tho besom of hor print froek,
and nodded assent,

WWyott's eyes glist.ned. “Hrmph ! You
oughbt to take groat cxra of such a relic. You had
botter lot me havo 1%, and koep it undarlock and
key 1! you have somo placo of sacurity to be-
stow it 10.”

Esdle glancsd at him from usnder her eyelids,
but did notspeak. Loog ill-usago had made her
mistrusdful , acd tuough 8o ignuruol, sho was |
quick-witted enough to soe that Wyels was cu-
riousty cager to get puszessinn of tho case.

Witha all; at frown, ho repoatad his suggesiion.
« 1t will be cafor with mo, I teil yoo. Glvs 1t
to me.”

But, rotresting from bis outstreiched hend, |
sho doggoedly answered, I wantlo keepiimy-
soiL.”

« Lot me look at it," ho criod impatisntly.

Bat avon this she isfused to do.

« Tain't notbing to sce,”—an arsWer so pro.
voking, that ho maltered an oath under his
brosth at her obstinaocy. Baf, wo pulitic to lot
hor perceive his annusaunce, he c:onred his
brow, aod cafclessly satd, -- Just as you please,
little ore. Only romoembar, if you loss your
trossure, you wul bavo yourself to bdblame for
1>

guisbhed. Essio mutely oboyed her oondactor, 4
who, amongst other preoautions, travolled to
town iD & sgparate oArrisge, tcever appoaring o
havo any oonnection with the quletlittie girl,
whose dark oyes watched for, and nrumptly
obeyed, his s\goais. Arrived 10 London, be took
her 10 a respeciablo coffoc-bouss, whore ho in. |

voked tho landiady’s guod offices {ur Las hittio 1 ed often rerull Ju tle misery of Luih partion,” '

sho was awake, lay perfecly sul, scarcely
vontaring to broathe, tiil he bad slidden the
caso uoder her pilow ; and quitted the room,
I beard Uncle Prico say so often and ofton | leaving hot onoe tnoro in darkaess.

It waz a long ttme before she couild ovorcomo

ho? foars that ho would retarn ; butat last, with
o deaperale effort, sho sprang up, groped hor
way 1o tho spat Whero tho paporlay, and grasp.
sng 1t with both hands, stolo back to bed.

8Lo could not examine it antil tho morning,

and then it was oniy to look at tho characters
apod {4 hopeless.y, and s0b through her toars,
s Ab, iIf 1 could but read! — if I ocould but

read {”

CHAPTER V.,
WELCOXXE HOXNE. R
When Darcy Loamere came of age, tho Earl,

hin unels, rerigned his ambassadorship, Hin lady
had grown vory Weary of 8pain, aid was oager
to return to hor own ocountry, and enjoy the
pleasure of proparing hor beaat.ful danghtes for
an enfrée inio suclely, and witnoseiog her tri.
omphs. Rour w23 Ida freo from ambilipas
dreams of successes to be achioved and conytiosts
to be made, thongh sho wounld protest toarfoliy
against Darey’s predictions that, in the whirlof |
dissipalion, ho should bo forgotten. A boy and | taken chambers in the Altwyr; IXls condactof
girl attachment had sprung up botween tho , lale has cansod as tho greatas: uncasiness. His
ocoasing. Ida was lovely encugh to mako Darcy's ;, mother's toars and My remonstranoes annoyed
infatuation pardonablo; and a oertaln respect | bim, and so he avolds us.”
for his f.arless Jove of right causd tho vwilmul '
gir) to woar hor gentlost aapect iu iils prescnco. , Darcy, cheorfally.
A droam of maKing her hisown whilo shs was | E30L, aslads will bo fvho belong to ctack regl.
sull litka moro than a oblld, and moulding her | monta and are full of fun and spirit. Yoo
: tuw & woXnan s guod as sho was beaatiful, sont ; must pardon & fow follies, sir, in constderaulon
Darcy to hisuw .0 to entreat permisilon to Woo , Of bis vrarm Loatt, snd really o cat affootion for

her.

But the Enrl shook his head.
« I don’t know any oneon whom I wonld

sooner bestow I lathanm on you, my dear boy,
From this momobdt, tho conversation lan- ) but it mast bo when you are buth of sou older ‘deeply his estrangeraont from his only son was

aod wiser,
heneo, and you stall have my ocordial assont to

Sour uajon.”

Ask 1uo this ghecativd Lhico soars

Darey reddoned.

« You think, then, that I do not know my ,

own mind—that I stall okungo ™
~ I think that marriages L hastily conclud- | fort in revealing tho worst.

to Tartary or Porsia, If wo fraterniso as we:l as
I fancy wo shall.”

« An exoollent tdea! Ishould like Peroy to
accompany you, but his mother would objeot to
such a longthened soparation from hor boy. And
how long do you propose to be away 1"

This was & question Darcy ocould no! answor,,
His friends had attaohed thomselves to an ex-
porlenced savans, who was to be tho gulde and
director of tbo travolers; and if the Earl re..
fused bim thehand of Ida for threo yoars, he-
folt that ho would rather spond thogreator part
of tho interval in aclive pursuitls, than frittor his
faya away in London, or sc’tie down oo his os..
tate, alomo.

It was, therofore, without fixing my timeo for-
tholr rearisn, or oven hioiing at the wishes he
oconnoeocted with it, that Daroy Lesmorobade his
beautiful oousin adlen. Xa was too honorable
to breatho & word that would milituto against
his uncle’s arrangements ; and it wasinaqulot,
ocous.nly fashion that ho Xxisgsod the toar-
stained cheek of Ida, as thoy shook hands and
parted,

The threo years had noarly expired, whon.
Daroy ¢camo back to England, Ho had left hix
native country a boy; he roturned to it a
theughtful, {ntsliigent man, whoso prajudioes

beon poftoned, and mind expandod, by con.
stant sssociation with mon of ability and intel.
lect. As he drovo towards Portland 8quare, in
wh.2h Lord Glenatghton's town horso was situ.
aled, ho was amused to soo how fow changes
had taken place during his absencs. Tho
same Namos wore over tho ehope ; ho oonld al.
most have aaid the same faces meat his gazo in
tho throngs that woro paxsing and repassing ;
and, atGlensughton House, the {dontical myr-
tlos stood on tho baloconios, through which Ida
used saucily to smile a good-morrow. Waould she
bo as littte altered as the rest ¢

Tho Earl was in bisiibrary, dlone, when Daroy
was usherod In,  His lordship’s hair had grown
groyer, his form was logingits croct benring, and
the Jincs of caro wore deepening aronnd hia
handsomoe math ; but his grocting was choor-
ful, as woll as cordis}, ang, in a fow minates, tho
uncle and nephew weoo chatting togethor as
froely as of old, )

“Aud s0 youcnometo usfrom tho Himalayas!
From the mountalns of Asia tothoe W eat Endof
tho metropolls. . tho height of the season I* tho
Earl observed, w.,h o smile. ¢ From tho sub-
lime to the ridiculous, traly ! Yon wilt find
London soclety very tamo afier tiger-hunting
and crag-climbing "

¢« Not it tho froes of old friends wear a wel-
ocomo for me,” Darcy replled. My aunt and
Ida-—nro thoy here and well ¢”

s Idnfs quite well. I have kept your secret,
80 you can mect her without a pang of unoasi-
ness, evon If you have outgrown jour boyisn
fancy. 8he is very gay and very maoch ad.
mired.” .

Daroy made no direct answer totius, content.
ing himsolf with repeatiog his tnjuiry for Lady
@lenanghton.

“She has gono to Richmond for a few dayr,
tukirg Ida with hor," bis lordsbip replied, with
A falut eligh. < Hor health hasbeen jmpaired of
iate by much anxiety.”

Daroy was sucprisod to hoar this, for her Indy-
ship was one of thoko quletly sglfisk people who
do not mako the distresses of othera their own.
Op whoss account, then, had she oxporiencod
montal anoaslness ¢ |

Tho Earl soon solved the diMeulty.

¢ You do not asi¢ Aftor Branceleigh, 80 1 sup-
poso that you havo Beard—"

Hero Le paused, a8d inding that heromnained
silent, Mr. Losmoro yoplicd that ho hat hoard
of cousiu Peroy from tbo Nevillex, who woro
staying at I'ulkestone whon ho passed through.
*Thoy toll me that he I8 vud of the hand-
somest young felilows abous town, Whero 18
ho ?**

« X cabnot tll you,” tho Earl answered,
gloomily. <« Wo soldom.geu him now. He has

“1 supposo I can guess what i3 amiss” sald
 Porey has beon extrava.

you.”
The Earl was o reserved an, and it chafod
his pride to parmit any un» 10 porceive how

troubling him. Bat Darcy Lesmere was ono of

:we fow men 0 whom wo intaitively oonfide,

anq his unclo had hidden his anxieties in his
own bosom t1ll they grow Intolerabdle.

¢ I7 you know all ! ho sighed, still wrestiing
with his phide, and his yoarniog to find cora.

Darcy looked at him tnguitiogly. I know

nteco from tho country , Laking caro. buwaver, | tho Earl repliod. - I Lase azen ab lax_aco of | that Porcy Is thoughtless and wild,” be eald :

«nat tbe @uman should have pu uvppurtanti® ; this lh By wae fam., .

But, w.ihoat implying

“ but at tho samo titmo o full of genercus tm-

TIneD ap bis approach from its conceaiment - 4 I . w0 quiebt bduedit 5

\ . it Esstos evideut t uo ; any doubia of yuudr Cisiewcy, I fool Liay s, pulses, so quickly subdo convincoed that he

AL L o e T e e e ! ;;;x:‘l:g:: :uwnz D'Z';cm'.' tur sonding h:r x:urbcd : would bo uajost to 1Ja, I, at the oarly ago of : baid given pain to any ono, that l'canno' s bellove
10 tho first bouz after the tired and confased j aixtoen, X pormitted ler to afiance herself to , him capabls of any great srrore.

alitUs pond. Bat whob tho lost Essie stoppod
1o the open, &nd camo slowly towards lum, .
his facg assomed an air of profoand saHs{x0-

ton. . '

» Boyou did not forget any of my instruclions ? | sureat botow.  Hno had cagerly consented when preach me hereaflr,*

That's well. 1 Dave mare hopes of you tban

gin) had Loen oft w homelf, ahe swod at the'
wipdow, peerug boneath the blind at the busy i

Wyo propwsca Lioglug Ler e leudon, bub

any ono, Bottes that yua ahuuld wall for your

*You desoribe him corrootly,” the Eazl an-

brida, Darey, IDAD that alther of yoo sbould ro- swernd. « He 13 impetaous and woll-moaning,

Daicy adujown o .

A~

naa slicoin what

genercue and crodulous, I€ istheso vory quali-
Uos that ere ontanglisg him in such & wob of

v
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