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LEFEDBVRE MEXCRIAL BALL,

JJONORING A GREA™ 1HEW BRUNSWICKR
CATHOLIC—THE LEF .BVRE MEMOR1AL
NALL WILL PERPET "ATE THE NAME
OF TIE FOUNDER P NT. JOSEPIN's
COLLUGE — FATHER CNEILL'S EULOGY
OF ACADIA'S APOI T2, '
A recent moeting of the St John Branch

ol the C. M. B. A. was attended by tho fol

1 wing_tmembors of St. Josoph's” Cullege

Alumuni Association ¢ tHon, Judge Landry,

€: V, Melnernov, M P Rev. A B, ()‘.\oifl.

¢ 8.C, Rev. A, D, Cormier, C. 8. C., and |

A D. Ruchard, M. 2. P, At thoe closo of the

r utino husiness, tho doors were thrown opon

t visitors from other Catholie socictios of the |

ity, an informal meeting organized, aud

Presidont P, Tole appwinted to the chair.

Judgo Landry, being called upon to explain

the purpose for which those present had

been invited to asseinble, delivered & forcible
aud eloquent speech in the course of which

Lo gave the history of the Lefebvre Memorial |

Hall how being built at Memrameock, and

duelt on tho desire f those who had under -

taken its coustruction to receive the moral
st materinl support of their fellow-Catho-
liesthroughoutihe province. Although only
=101 had been sub=cribed as yet, the exocu
thoe committee of St. Jusoph's Atumni A«x)>

«1dtion had signed a contrant for the comple-

tin of the work, whizh is to cost $17 0.

fulge Landry was followed by Father

ONeill, who satd : !

Mr President and Gentlamen :—

~oms littlo reflection during the past quar
tor of an hour has led r.e tothe conviction
that if ever the muxim, * Brovity is the soul
of wit "’ finds its preper application, it must .
assuredly ba on such an occasion as this,
when & number of speakers are presumably
committed to addre~ses on & subJact whose '
phases in their entirety are uneither very
vumerous nor very diverse, and whose dis |
cussion atlength by individual orators would
necessarily, therefore, entail more or less of
repotition,  Being so convinced, 1shall re
préss my inclination to do what in other
¢ircumstances would afford me vory genuinoe |
pleasure ~-prononnce beforo so distinguished
an aundionce »s the C. M. B. A. branch, or
branches, of St. Johs, anextended pacegyric
of Father Lufebvre ; and shell confive ny-
self to the suggestion, rather than the elabor-
atotreatment, of 2 few amonyg the TOALODS |
why the appeal made to you by your breth. i
ren of Westmoreland county’ should meet
with a prompt, a bearty, aud a generous
response,

1use the term ** appeal” as the readiest |
word that occurs to me ta qualify the nature
of our addresses this evening; but you will ;
pardon me if, at the same time, 1 disclaim |
any intention whatever of employing that '
term in the sense of an entreaty for charity. |
1f it has occurred to any of your number that ,
this delezation of visitors from the Eastern
prattion of the province has come to youin
the character of a begging committee, I
would ask you, gentlemen, 1o banish that
wdea from your minds at ones and for good.
Spoeaking for my companions, I think—and
for myself, certainly—I should wish it
clearly understood atthe outset that wa are
here to-night, not as importunate suplpl iants
bumbly craving the willing or reluctant
trilute of your bounty, but ratber assord~
ially frank and loyal _f)rethren proffering to .
yun, our fellow- Catholics, participation in a |
riilege and an honor,

Fur a distinet privilege and honor it un-
doubtedly is, Fe_mlexpen. to be afforded an |
vpportunity ot _identifying onoself with the
prosecution and successful achisvement of
an enterprige such as has been initiated by
the llumni Association of St. Joseph's
College,—the erection of & fitting monument
to that College'’s illustrious founder: to x
New Brunswick priest
cymmaading merits to a prominent cham-
péou‘of. thy twin c:uses that make lfor a
counry's permanen rosperity, religion
and educal%i:: toone, in fing, who, jncfged
by any possible standard of grandeur and
nolility, cannot be considered as any other
g:gageuumaly geoat and noble Catholic
. lpresume I may take for granted the ex-
istonco among the St. John membzrs of the
C M B. A, asamong Irish Catholics in the )
prorince at largs, of & sentimant that Las
Ueen characteristic of all civilized peoples in |
overy eraof the world’s history,—the senti-
mont that dictates the perpetuation, by )
means of congruous and permanent symbols, |
of the names "&2d wnemories of men’ whoin
xh\enr day stood pre-eminent among their .
fellaws as public benefaciors. 'The innals |
senso of gratitude to the great and good |
which ever animates the popular heart—a
3tnse assuredly mot least lively wheu the
boartis Irish and Catholic—would seem to
find its most naturzl and adequate outward .
expression in the erection of monuments, en- |

during memorials of the honor in which the !

iliustrious dead wers held by the rations
that saw and properly eatimated their worth. ’
Itisnot atall surprising, therefore, that the

l weneral regrot experionced a little more than

, for

& year ago when the founder of St. Ju-eph's
Collego passed away, should hava bheen
spoedily followed by the thought, sinultane
ourly arising in tho minds of mnany, that a
monument should be reareld ty Lis memory.

1t is doubtless truo that he has built his own
monument, both in the hoarts of the people
who were peculiarly his and i the matorial
structures that overlook the Memramcecok
valloy . Lut it was anis -sally telt that seme
thing partaking more cloarly of the nature
of & public tribute to the mau himself was
uoeded tu satisfy completely either popular
sontinont or the “etoraal titnoss of things. *
Such a public tribute as handsomoe a mune
mont, 1 am proud t, say, &s hasever been
rearod 1y v man's moemory in this Hrovinge
—ig now in process of coustruction; and ve
who have nuturally been mest active in its
inceptivn are here this Ovening tu proter
you tho opp rtunity «f sharing the glory 1
its completion, to invita our co reluziamsts i
the provincial metropolis to avquit themselves
of the dobt of gratitude which every New
Brunswick Catholic owes to the memury of
I"ather Camills Lofobvro,

I say advisedly, every New Brun-wik
Cathiolic, aud ni merely every Frencl
Acadian s for it i3 A statement suscoptible of

. the ful'est and most convin-iug proof that the

fuurding and dovelopment of =t. Jeseph's
Collego~ ths life-work of Father lefebvro—
has beun an inestimable busn to thy whuls
Church in tlus portion of Canada, a benetit
which wo Irish Cathuics shuuld be
scarcely loss  gratoful than our French
Acadian brethren. And as this, gentlemen,
18 a point uot sufliciently appreciated, 1
think, by cur people, either here m St. John,
or in other parts of the province, I may,
porhaps, be pormitted t insist upon it some
what, in tho endeavor to give to itin your
minds the promisence which it unquestion |
at ly morits.

‘Chat _our college at Memramcook —or
Father Lefebvre, if you will--has rovolution.
ized tho sovial standivg, avd, as a logical
sequeuce, the econgm:c and ;wlitical im
portance of the Acadians, goes without say-
1ng. No man who contrasts the relative
positions occupied by that people a quarter
of a century ago and now, the virtual inferior *
ity to other races with which thoy were sti
watized then and the fullest equality wit
those races which they admittedly enjoy to-

ay, needs any elaborate argument to con
vince bim on & fact o patent. But what is
too often lost sight of is this other fact that,
in the regeneration, the elevation on the
Acadians, our French coreligionists, all the '
members of our Church in New Brupawick '
have lLeen advantageously affectod, bave'
gained very appreciably in prestige and '
weight, in public conw]uenco and influence. |

‘Tho solidarity of all Catholics in this
province, or, for that matter, in this Domin. |
on, i8 a condition which, be we willing or i
loath, we must fain accept, There exists '
among us all, Irish, Freoch, Scotch and
English, not only unity of faith and worsbip, '
but fellowship in bonor and dishonor, 1n gatu
and lose, in victory and defeat. ‘The glory :
or the shame that comes to auy who profess
our faith affects us all in a very sensible
degree, The progress made or the prosper- !
ity enjoyed by any considerable number of |
us materially influences both the estimation ‘
in which the whole body is held by our!
Protestant friends and neighbors, and the
consideration that is shown to us by the:
majority, in the conduct of public xffars,
whethor municipal, provincial, or federal,
If I may be allowed to point my argument
with & personal allusion, the appointment of
your C. M. B. A. brother, Judge Landry, to
the Supreme Bench, was a recognition, not
merely of Acadiavo, but of Catholic claims
and merits ; fust as the distinguished ability §

L , with which he fills the exalted oflice reflects ,
of conspicuous and } h

onor upon, and is a sourca of legitimate
ide to, ail his fellow-Catholics, whether
rish or French. e
I maintain, then, that eveu if Father Le-
febvre had never directly benefited any:
others thun Acadians, even if his College had *
uever oponed her portals to asingle English
spea«king student, we Irish Catholics would
still, as constituent members ot the Church
in New Brunswick, owe bim a lasting debt
of gratitude for having raised our gemeral,
lovel by raising our Freuch co religionists to
a higher plane of social, industrial and intel |
lsctual life. Some years #iz0, on ou the occa.
s on of Parnell’s visit to the United States,
Wendell Philips delivered in_ the Boston ,
Music lall an address oo The Cause_of
Ireland.” Among other thiugs, he said -
“*Just_as my Lord Bacon, three hundred
years in his grave, may lay one hand on the
telograph and the other on the steam engine, .
aud say, * thees are mine, for I taught you to
igvent,' so O'Convell may say of the success
already achieved by the Home Rule move-
ment, ' This victory is mine, for I taught you ,
the method and I gave you thetools.’ Xnd
80, in asense quite as intelligible as thatin
which Phillips apoke of O'Connell, I uyofz

Fatl or Lefobvre that not only did he, ot
Jess certainly, if loss dixoctly?uun othar

agonts, x(slnco Richard and his elght or nine
Fronch Usthiolie colleagues in the Pravianeisl
Parliamem, Poiner in the Seaate, and Lau.
dry on the Suprome Bem b, bnt threugh
Thd 1movitable onteoma of the Cath lie oluca-
tional nunomeont which ho inauguratod here
in Newv Brunswick, he made possibe Rith
io'n aecosdon ta the police magicr ey of St
Jebn, put M cluercey in the Camgoons, and
Costiggan in the Calanet

Indarecly. then, 10 tho rowutrant effecta of
his hito aud Jubors en cue goner.) proasttton and
ceonnimie standingg e h o« ard undent o
right to Insh Catholie gratitwde  But hoe
hae, alve, a far stronger and more apneec
abta clum.  Daning tho threo decwles ar,
to bo exact, the thirty oue saenrs, o Lix
Careey 10 thtv provinco, Lo acdted directiy on
hundreds and huwdreds of lrishi C ghalic
Atudents ; ard 0o one whois tortunate enougeh
to have bron subjected to s ttaence, b
ong deed who proporly  apprecintes the
mvalualde privilega ot a thor ety Cline
t1an cdueation, needs to ho t 11 that hns « *ten
wis eupremely benetiaal T do not intend tu
enter herg up o a discussion of the asedlios
eney, from & Cethohie stand pont, of var New
Branswick systom of commot sebio da ; batat
witl porhaps” be allowablo to say that those
scho s, ever with the extra-lejral privileges
aceorded to us in proctice, winlo they are
1t may bo the pracitcabls best, are not tha
possalle bost.  They du not, and they can
not, farmsh the adeal Catbolie education
swh.ch the Charels and her Syveraign Pontiff,
Los X111, would desiro to sea &y anaidle to ail
her chuliren. At the risk perhaps, of wour-
ring the reproach of egotism or brazgadocio,
[ venture the «*stemont that the only institu
tion in this provines v which au education
approximating that wdeal can be obtuned is
Failior Lefehvre’s Cilleo at Memameook

As establisling still  mare clearly his
cluims on our gratitude, I need scarcely call
Your attention to the preponderating numlber
of the prissts of this diocese who owe their
education, and in many cases their vocation

, a3 well. to St. Jusepha: nur need I dwell

upin thy signal advantage thus secared ‘o
our Latholic peupie, that vt baing sarve? by a
native clergs,—a blassing wlich, ke good
heslth, 1s nover L)erhnps adenuately prized
untl itis Jost; but n view of the pur
pose of ihis meeting, it may bo
wel! to remind you that to Fathor Lelebvro,

under God, is dus the ordination of at least .

Gifty of the seventy priests who bave grndu-
ated from Gt. Joseph’s balls; that, but for
the extremely inexpeusivo, and in many &
case, the entirely suratuitous, education re-
ceiced there, nota few of those ministers of
the altar would now be wieldin less notable
iutluence in less noble fields, would possibly
bs acting as ** hewars of wood and drawars
of water "' to more fortunate, or at least moro
waalthy, neighbors.

In fast, Mr. President and gentlomen, if
you reflect upen the immense scops of the

ucational work carried on since 1864 by
this devoted missionary and apostle whoso
memory we aro seeking to honor: if you
estimate at auything like its proper value
the enormous iufluence he thus wielded over
a not inconsiderable portion of the vouth of
ttis province; and consider how multiplo

and extended have been and are the ramifica. ,

tious of that influence as the years roll by,—
you will agree with me that there is not a
single member of a Catholic congregation in
this city, or in all Naw Brunswick, who can
truthfully say that Father Lefebvre has not
een his benefastor—not a Catholic mau or
woman, whether of Freanch or Scotch or
Irish descent, who 1s not in one way or an-
othor, consciously or unconsciously, reaping
'he reward of his noble life and unselfish
TS,

Bat 1 am forgetting the text I adopted ! Mclnerney, Iather Cormier

when I began, aud I have already over-
stepped the limits I had set for this address ;
20 lot me hasten to conclude. Yet I can
scarcely terminate without saving s>me-
thipge, 3t ouly a werd or two, of the man him-
self, as distinet from his mission. I had tte
g;ivilege of living in daily intercourse with

im for cigliteen years, asd during the
grestar portion of that poried, was closely
assyciated with him, both as his English
secrotary, and as director of Euglish studies
in the Collezo. I knew him, thercfore, 1n-
timately, and I have ofton thanked heaven
tbat I did ; for to sce him habiwally, to hold
daily convesse with him, to be admilted
to his contidence, to listen to his aspirations,
aod to know bis 1deals, was in iself an
education in all that is oxalied in Christian
piety and nobls in humau couduct Isp-ak
with no imperfect kuowledge when 1 n‘y
that Ins was & great hearted, broad-minded,
magnammous, sympathelic nature,absolutely
incapabdle of tho littlenesses that sometimos
mar the symmotry of tho fitest charactors,
and luxuriant in alt tho,grandest qualities
that go to form the 1deal man, A French
Cmag'un by, birth, tho miserable, inscysate
spirit of nationat ,{exlomy never found a
moment's lodging in his bosom ; and through
out his whols caroer he invariabl

trilto of *Lave as genuine and unstinted

t

as f ho hal been a tintial
Aroan* feem Uark of Tl perary.
Uiy thoss ot ud wiee have spont var youth
st early man’ 1 witlan the fmmediate
uirels ot las av oy, van guage with aven
approximate  tudeinty  tha  umver - failing
viurage awl tortitale with wilach he en-
Cmntered  guant obdactes, trids, truubles,
pre julicos, aud Jucarageneuts  uhumer
able, disconraeetients coming not aolduin
seam th o on wh s cordiig cooperation b
had A rght to count, bt whiv 5l o fre-
yrvntly ica-ktd ufell Y gensroas phjects
with a wistrusttal sye, croakad cut disgind
pt phincaes of their avontual ccllapse, and
auvtlf have grected anch Gidlagae ind it come,
wath that ¢ nnlunlpllllll\ CHUCIEL Ll Y “lufi*
vasomtasaem e, | told yon re

Liar tas protects did oAt fal, that they
st Codee] eynt o d Biteoswnanti, ipations,
o dun, ameoyr other cawes, ta the true
greatuesx ot sen]l owith which ho roe
aareded hite, the wo kL, Rud hte mibgion
therein. Thauk G o, o undorsbd that, in
thn ¢ aduet and wansgomeont ot Hoaven's
sppoiuted warly, whilo duman prugouco un-
deubtedly finds its place, therso ie, atter all, &
highar faw than the cutand doed machns
of commorcial astuters s« 1 hauk God ho
hai as tall cotdileneo e the Blossivgs of
Invane Providonce ac i the salvenry ot tho
Bank «f New Bruvawick, aud that bits char.
ias aud benetae rewero uever retarded ur
Lhimpered by e siderazims as ta wbethor
ihey would o would ot proae caconsstul
tinanaial ape. cante s, « Ctiven W yeld liim a
paroennial ~ix per ceut !

Yes : lus work aueceeded  Hut evon in the
opposite event  even had that wurk baen
wertaken by disaster and rwmp, 1 would
honor and sdmire him pree the less. Wiath
Archlvshop Irefand 1say. ** I'ha sale con-
sorvatism that never moves last it fail, 1
ablior « itistho dry rot in the Church, and
my heart gods out to the man wlin nover
tuforated it in his calealatine. * ** Safe con-
sarvalisi, * continues the St Paul prelat
" wauld tiave Iott the Apwsilas i Ialestine,
Let me add that it would havo lefs s at
Mewramexok 11 A two story woden budd.
sz, with a mere baudful of students, snd the
probatla reputation of a third-rats boarding-
s~hool ; just as it has left somo eigghty thou-
satd Enghsh speakiog  Cathelies in this
province without a sivgle Uathalic paper to
advocato their interests, and scarcaly a Uath-
olic Truth Society to help dispel the ignor.
. anco that still enshrouds so maay of our

fellow citizens as to tho doctrines and the
aims of our Church in Canada.

Butenough. 1 hava said sufticisnt to con-

vince you all that, to my mind at lesst,
. the founder of St Jomrh'ﬂ (ollexe de-
serves well, eminently well, of Now Hruns.
wick Catholice, irrespective of national-
ity, Lot mo add in conclusion that [ am
quite willing to admitthat ** Brave men were
hiviuge befare Agamemuon, and that I have
no destre whatever to exzlt my heroat the

* Nograrth

coss of degrociming the worth or work of

otlier notable Catholics, either in Church or
State. But, oroflfering my opinwon for what
it !« worth -and your valuation thereof will
doubtless be & truer oue thao my own—1 have
no hesitation in stativg in tl.us presonce that,
looking through the Catholic history of New
Bruuswick, past or presint, ! can find,
among laymen or ecclesistics, no figure
that towers so grandly pre eaunent, 10 name
that so truly represonts elavation of charac.
ter or groat and noble thoughts that have
flowered into perfect deeds, as the figure
whose semblancs will crown the structure
now building at Memramcook, and the name
! that will stand out in bold relief above that

stractura’s portal, Lafabvre.
Other addresses were delivered by Mr.
and Messrs.

Richard, Cook, Carleton, and Fergussn, all
of whom apoke warmly of the project under
consideration. Mr. Melnernoy in S-aru'cnlar
favoring his auditors with a veritablo oratori-
cal treat. The meoting was highly success-
ful, and will without doult be followsd by
organized actisn i tho part of St. John
mombers to ensure ths completion at an
early dato of what will ho (30 far as the writer
knows' tLa unly Memcral building thus far
reared 1o honer +f a Canadian Catholic.

—— s
Honor Roil!

Branch No. 115 Chepitow, Oat.,
heads the honor roll fur the greatert
oumber of initlativns in the mouth of
April, 1845, having jindtiated ten mem-
bers.

Branch No =Y, Perth, Uat, comes

wext in order, having initiated cight
members.

Braunch 26, Montreal, Qao., and No.

received | 180, Yarmouth, N S, Initinted soven

from hix Irish studeats thy well . merited i and six mewmbers respectively.
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