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covery, so marvelous the contrivances for extending and applying l)oier,
machinery, seenis inov to, acconîplishi everything. T1'le saine is true of alniost
every other sphere of hunian activity, the evidences of whichi mighit bc iuli-
plied indefinitely.

(3). The spirit of the age is inquisiti'e. Neyer wvas there sucli a conflict
of thought as exists to-day. Wherever the enliitening and liberating
influence of the Gospel is feit, there is a rising level of intelligence. Forth-
ivith mein înerge froin the gloorn of superstition into Il the precincts of the
living day " and rise to a highier plane of thinking and acting. Free thiîîking
and free questioning are cncotiraged and fostered by the religion of Jesuis
flot frce love, aibeit ; not tic free thinking and free raviîng of Ilsand-lot
orators ; not the idiotic paradiîîg of unbelief by lazy, conscicnceless bar-rooin
loafers, iii which the aliiiglity dollar is the supreme motive ; but frce tinik--
in- iii tic divine and metaiphysical sense. Men are askixîg questions nowv
concerningy the ver>' foundations of things. Themes, once considered too
sacred to be debated above breath, are noiw tlîrust into the crucible of free
enquiry. The electric liglit is now poured upon tlîings sanctimoniously
niusty b>' reason of antiquit>'. AIl tlîis, withiîî the limits of conlumon decency
and scientific respectfulness, is proper enoughl. In tlîe end it w.ill work for
good. For, after al, Miîen thie dia of battle lias subsided and the snîoke lias
rolled aivay, it is found tliat real advance lias beurl miade and the world, in
the long rwî, treats real advances rcspectfülly. It is as truc of measures and
questions as of mien, that Il the naine of tlîe wicked shall rot," and just as
truc thiat Ilthe rigliteous shahl be in everlasting remembriîce."

(4). The spirit of the age is connunistic. It is beconting apparent that
commnîîismn, in a nmore or less rnodified form, is gradually pernîcatingr ahl
ranks of societ>', and it is finding adhereîîts among maîîy nations. Com-
muîîisn in France, Socialismn ini Germany, Nihilisrn in rxussia and Inter-
nationalisin in '%hle Unîited States are essential>' one and the sanie ',hing.
Now, while no reasonable nman wvould attempt to justif>' the excesses and out-
rages to wvhich this spirit lias been carried, tliere may stili be in aIl this
uplîcaval and confusion the promise and the possibility of better things. It
nîay serve te clear the atmosphere ; it may help towards the better viiîdicat-
iag of the doctrine of equal rights; and, while it neyer can be that dynamite
and aigrarian outrages will ultiniatel>' triunîph, even these, in the Providence
of God, nia> indirectly contribute te the accom-plishrnent of the designs of
Hini wlo I akes the wrath of man to praise Hlm." But I arn concerned,
at present, flot te discuss this profound and perplexirig question, but sinipl>'
to point out the fact, of Nvhich the foregoing is adduced as evidence, that, for
better or for worse, the spirit of the age is communistic.

(Concluded in izcxt issue.)
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