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w'idboey." In this gulise lie -was recognizcd. as clainiing_
fo be a prophet like E1ijali, -who is also describfed as "a

mail with a garment of liair and. gnirt with a grirdie, of Ieather
aiboiii; his loinis." (IL. lçjngs i.S iA.mrin.) \Vith the

prop)liets, who coîîstitutcdl a sort of volunteer clergy amo-ngZ
the Jews, foi wliose support no provision -%vas made by lw

scelf-denial wvas perhaps more ct iatter of neccssity thanl of
choice, once thcy hdconsccratcd theinscives to the woirk.
Their example, how'ever, eould, iot îail to nie an impression
oni the miuds of tiiose who rceived. thecir miessage and, reqpet-
ed their office. So that, perliaps, after ail1, -%'e do not xIeed
to gro so far a ieh ni order to find thie epaito f the as-
-cetie developinit of fewislî piety, whiech at; 10 Lime extended,
beyond a eomipara.tively lîmîited number. The~ Essenecs, in
thoir piniiest (Lys verle Ilever cstiinated as above 4,000
persons.

1>1t, liowever that; mnay hl.-ve been), there is luardfly an.ythling
more striking in the Old Testament than the ahinost entire
aIbselnee of ýaIl aszetic teaching. froui both the law'v and. the
propliets. Provision Nvas certainly made by Moses for self-
denyiig vows, and once they Nvcre ldgdthe tonisistfeit

J'ow as bound, to fulfil ilhem. But tiese wvere usually for a
]iiiited period. offly, aud werc ilot i'ega rded as conistitutinig

ayclai ni te sttpcicr picty, miless thecir lives were otlixerwi-se
cxempan~y.Samnuel, as a1 lifc-long S(ýazarite, certaiffir receives

the fifflest zappreciatioi, but Samnsoni %vas cqumll so, au en-
joycdf onfly aI doubtfxmi rcputaitioln. The flhbtsarc cern-
niendcd b*y Jeenaifor thecir abstinecec froni wine, e.ven

-Ihenci tcemlpted, in t'lie liouse of Code but it is more fo)r thecir
ýcenstancýy ih-a for their seif-deia-l. The refusi hy Danici

-nd. luis thiree coinpauioiis te cet fcod prcovidled for. tliern from
th ~îgstae«1 -mis flot (hicta-ted b. -Il aniiecic mIotive, but

:From.i a (lesire. te a.veid cercînenial1 deflement. The imper-
t.1an1 thlmg al! tlur.olugh is Iôt the practice of sefdna but
tiue prlinspurity amIn i7lt(,Zritv of thie muan. he elii-
cail ideat is Ileverllocc .11N eI Ix, nhsCur1ed b)v .11) fictitioms
gl;unour c1, f saiilt>sipl sumct(,( byrui shc rsv~lwx'

TIE IDEALS 0P VIJE OLD 'rESTAMENT.


