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brouglit our flrst snow-storm, and in
riglit good earnest it came. It would
have comparcd wcll with some of our
fierce st storms in Ontario. It lasted,
however, ýoniy a few hours, covering the
gi:>uiid to the depth of about six incises,
and was all gone in a couple of days.

January, February, and Mardi have
becis cold, with piercing winds, that
made us giad to wrap up quite as warmily
as in Canada. We have accu snow only
twice since the New Year's storm, and
in neithier instance enough to whiten
the ground.

Since tIse Ist of April thse -%veatlser
lias been delightful. Fields and gardens
are -blazing with camellias of exquisite

beuyand in every variety of colour.
Pecplumb, and cherry trees are ini

full bloom. T heuplands are coveredwîth
charming, luxuriant vegetation, among
which are wheat fields of most pro-

.isi. appearance, thougli what may
lie the quality of the grain, we cannot
tell unitil the haryest, which usualy
takes place early in June. This must
suifice for the present, as to, tIse cimate
and productions of tise country.

PROVIDENT[AL OrENING.
Regarding the movements of Dr.

McDonà1d, 1 have-already given you
some information, and lie lias no doulit
furnished you wirh fuil particulars. 1
ueed siot therefore give you details. A
mere outline of eveists will bc suficient
fromn me. lie went to Yedo on thse 12th
of January last, and foussd quarters at
a liotel i i'sukidji, the rart vf Ycdo set
alpart toforeigitiresid£itce. His intention
was to look out for a house and begin
lus work as soon as possible. The oflèr,
h.owever, of a situation in the interior
of the country, at a place called Slhidzit-
oska, about 100 miles from, Yokohama,
that had been made te, us some timie
before, but whicis we supposed had
failed from some cause to us unknown,
was renewed after lie had been iii Ycdo
only afew days. The negotiations con-
cerning this matter were slow, as we
are informed is always the case with,
thse Japanese But thse epening was so,

fourablet our purpose tIsa! we f cît
warranted i 'waiting t,ý see wliat
would become -of it. - At last, toward
thse cnd of Mardi, everything was
satisfacterily arranged. Thse Gai-
mnusho,-a department of the Imperi-al

Government whicii lias charge of ail
things reiating to engagements3 with
foreignets,-gave permission for the
Doctor zo reside in the interior; axid
the department calied illo7n-bu-sho,
whichi manages ail educational affairs,
permitted the partieswho engagcd him,
to open tîjeir sehool. Ail private con-
tracts of Japaniese with foreigners must
be by permission of the Imperial Gov-
ernment. ltwouldbequite, impossible
for any foreigner to reside outside of
the Treaty p"orts, without special per-
mission, under contraci to render service.
of every kind. We count it, therefore
a moat Provîdential circumstauce that
this invitation came to.us, and that we
were prepared to accept it. As 1 wrote
you, some time ago, I amn fully per-
suaded, from, personal know'ledge of the
locality and people, there is not a more
desirable place for Missionary opera-
tions ini Japan. The Doctor's coutract
runs two years, and, in mahiing it, we
distinctly informed the gentlemen who
proposed to open the school, that on no
consideration would we engage to gok
into the counitry to do any kind of
secular work, except on the condition
tiiat we miglit introduce the Bible and
teach Christianity; ndc they not only
coniplied -%ith this condition, but de-
clared thcmaselves pleased and gratifled
with the prospect ofý beingable to learn
what Christianity is.

l)uriing the two years of bis contract,
Dr. McD)onald wil have a direct influ-
ence with the people, both as teacher
and physician, which, at the saine time,
hie wiil be able to make subservient to,
Christian work. Hie 'will also iive an
excellent opportunity of acquiriug the
language ; and, at the expiration of bis.
contract, should the country lie open.
for residence under Treaty, we will
be on the ground, have made a lie-
ginning, and*can thenceforward devota
the whole time to, direct Missionary
labour. AUl Missionaries here do more
or lcss secular teaching, as they find it,
the best means of getting into commnuni-
cation with the class oi persons whorn
it is most desirable to influence towards,
thse acceptance- of Christian truth.
Therefore.Dr. McDonald's present situ-;
ation is quite in harmony with tise
course of Missionary work ini Jaua,
and may, with propriety, be continued
until the country is thrown open te
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