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Qur Work in Cities.

1T$ DIFFICULTIES AND ADVANTAGES,

JAS., LEDIARD.

Some five years ago, a <pecial effort
was made by our Board (o give atten
tion to Gospel work in our cities and
towns.

QOur churches were for the most part
in the country, were established carly
and grew in numbers and influence,
but the time had come when the minds
of the brethren were turned to the citics
where we were scarcely represented
and where it was thought the Gospel
in its New Testament simplicity ought
to be preached,

I occasionally mect with brethren who
ate inclined to be impatient at the sl
prowih of the churehes at these eily and
town points,

There arc reasons for this apparently
slow growth, which will not occur to
the minds of many brethren in the
country. Fitst then, I will take the
difficulties.

There is the dificully of competition
I use a commercial term, to be under-
stood., ‘There is a competition just as
real, just as keen, and just as proper in
things religious as things commercial
It presents a difficulty to us because we
are the Zatest arrivals. ‘Townsand cities
are fully occupied. Churches have
been cstablished there for years; te-
ligious life has become a fixed thing
with thousahds, and they belong to
organizations which are in many re
spects attractive and can show many
good fruita as the result of their activi-
ties. Moreover, .this denominational
life in the cities is the highest produc-
tion of which denominational life is
capable, Wecalth, education, numbers,
standing, cquipment, well trained and
carefully organized forces, and indeed
all that can be desired to make their
work a success, looked at from the
stand-point of the thousands we desire
to reach—thousands who are at pres-
ent careless and thoughtless.  So this
difficulty of competition is felt by every
preacher among us. It is real.

Qur second difficulty is found in the
smallness of our numbers as compared
with the army of religious workers
around us. Society is made up of two
classcs so far as this particular matter
is concerncd. ‘The first, a small clase,
are already the active members cr ad
herents of the churches to which they
belong; and are engaged in Christian
work in their own denominational inter-
ests.  They lcave fAeir work and church
and preacher #o aflener than Diseples
leave their wotk and church and
preacher, and ate consequently only
occasionally present as well disposed
tisteners.  But the large class of in-
different persons whe do not care much
where they go or what they hear, o/
ways drift with the crowed, always go
whete the services are largest and to
them, most attractive. If I bad no re-
ligious convictions or desires, I would
likely do the same. The Methodist
church here has 750 membars, the
Presbyterian about as many, while we
have about fifty {50} members. Con-
sequently they have all the immcnse
influence and attraction that comes
f:om the presence of a crowd, while we
have all the disadvantages of being the
smallest body of persons here, and
every preacher knows that the oncisa
real advantage and the other a real
difficulty.

Qur thud difficulty is the lack of
personal work on the part of individual
Disegples.  In the past we have left our
work largely to the preacher,so ywe had
an abundance of good sermons and
very few people to listen to them, Now
we are surely becoming wiser, stili muc’.

of the old diflicalty remains.  In the
churches around us there are scores of
wotkers whose special business it is to
visit the sick and poor, to call on all
new familics coming to the town ot
district of a city, to look up children
for the Sundyy school, to invite parents
to the church scrvices and to talk freely
and lovingly to men and women cvery.
where of Cnnst and His salvation.

Let it be bore in mind by every
member of the church of Christ that
the success of the Gospel will depend
largely on tndivrdual, personal twork.
The absence of this is a real difficulty,
for which nothing else will compensate.

Last but not least among the difficul.
ties in the way of a rapid growth among
our congregations is the steadily ad-
vancing tde of denominational life fo.
wwards the Word of God, Rest assured
that slowly, yet surely, the bewt and
purest and most intclligent 1n all de-
nominations are coming to occupy the
very ground we occupy, and Lo love and
practise the truths we love and prac.
lise; yet they wil not neceasanly come
to us and unite with our congregations,
as thewr fathers did half a century ago.
Then, every lionest man who saw the
truth as 1t 15 1 God's Word felt that his
church was su far from that truth, that
there was nothing clse to do but step
out from it. Now, I have not said that
this 13 a difficulty in the way of owr
work, for 1t 18 not ; it is largely the re.
sult of out work, and I rcjoice as
day after day 1 see the great leaders of
religious thought doing battle for the
vety punciples which fifty years ago
were heard nowhere but from Disciple
pulpits : but I do say that it is & real
difficulty in the way of the mapid
growth of our congregations in cities
and towns, where denominationalism is
at its best,

With the Editor's permission I shall
yet have something to tay on the ad-

vantages of our work and the need for
its gleady maintenance in our cities,
Qur growth as congregatinns will, I am
persuaded, be slow ; but our influence
will and ought to increase day by day,
and with wisely directed efforts we can
do more than cver in advancing those
impottant truths which have distin:
guished us in the past. In any caseit
is our duty, as servants of Jesus Christ,
to do His will, and that is to * preach
the Word.”
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[We give a liberal portion of the
Annual Report of Foreign Christian
Missionary Society. It is very intercst-
ing reading.—EDIToR EvANGELIST.]

FINANCES.

RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS.—
The recepts for the year from all
sources amount to $74,070.84. Of
this $3,750 is from the sale of interest-
bearing sccurities.  The net income is
$7¢,320.84. Thisis a gain over las
year of $10,955.08. The bequests
amounted to $1,75t.  The year began
with a balance on hand of $4,058.71.
The resources for the year were
$78,120.55. The expenditures aggre-
gate $75,081.74. It wilt be seen that
the expenditures exceed the net in-
come ¥5,660.g0. This is a serious
matter, and one that ought to be care-
fully considered. It is especially so in
view of the fact that the Society has
no reserves. It has been our custom
to put bequests or parts thereof into
interest-bearing securities. In emer-

fencies these secutitics could be sold.
The Society has disposed of all its
sccurittes.  One encouraging feature of
the work is that more churches arc
giving each year, and giving larger
tums.  Bequests arc good, but be.
quests are a precarous source of sup-
ply. What is needed is a constant
stream of offenings pouring into the
treasury {-om one end of the year to
the other.

Theexpense of administration amounis
lo seven per cent.

Tue Presext ConDITION OF THE
TrREASURY.~=There is in hand a bhal-
ance of $2,147.81,  For the past two
years the monthly payments have
averaged $6,000. From the ume of
the Annual Conventon until the March
offerings, the receipts, as a rule, do not
amount to half as much as the expen.
ditures. ‘The Committee or the mis.
sionaries must borrow, ot the members
and friends of the Society must con-
tribute more generally and more gen.
erousty than they have ever done be.
fore, The allowance of the mission.
aries being such as enables them to
live, they can not survive for months
on even half-pay. ‘Those whom the
Lord lias prospered, and they are a
great host, cught to keep in mind the
men and women who are beating the
heat and burden of the day in India,
China, Japdn, ‘l'ukey, and in Europe,
and put it within the power of the
Executive Committee to pay them
promptly, and thereby enable them to
provide things honest in the sight of all
men. Immediately after the Conven-
tion E.'T. Wiliams starts for China,
and C. E. Garst for Japan. The
Committee s arranging 1o send a
young lady to Indiz to take Miss
Robinson’s wortk.  Their traveling ex-
penses must be born by the Society,

SPECIAL. AFPROPRIATIONS, —Special
grants were made as fojjgrs: $30 a
month for work in two villages near
Hurds ; $8 2 month for a pative worker
in Mungeli; $20 a.month for the
medical work in India; $20 a month
for & new school in Hurda; $15 for
an orphanage for boys in Hurda; $670
a quarter for the expenses of the work
in Japan; $1,678.13 for the first
quarter; $898.1a forsecond; $1,072.52
for thid; and $r,072.52 for fourth
quarter, in China C. E. Molland was
granted $140 to reimburse him for
losses in the riots, and fur expenses in.
curred in sickness.  ‘The salary of E.
P. Hearndon was increased from $6o00
to $1,000, owing to his marriage,
That of F. W, Troy was increased from
$1,200 to $1,500.

‘THE OFFERING OF THE SUNDAv-
scHoots.—The offerings of the Sunday-
schools aggregate $21,007.09. This is
a slight increasc only over fast year.
Still there are many proofs that the in.
terest is spreading among the children,
In the years to come they will give far
more than at present, There is no
department of the work at home more
hopeful than this. The next genera-
tion will be trained to give from their
infancy, and will give ten dollars where
the present genetation gives one,

‘THe OFFERING OF THZ ENDEAVOR
Societies,—The Endeavor Societies
were asked for §3,000 for a home for
gitls in Japan. Thus far they have
paid $1,829.86. \When all that has
been promised is paid, there will be
enough in hand for this enterprise. In
addition 10 this, some Societies support
a child in school, Many more give
through the regular channels of the
church.  Their names do not appear,
but they are anterested and at work.
More and more the plan of paying two
cents a week is being adopted.  This
promises large results,

OFFERINGSFORSPFCIAL PURPOSES, —
There is a disposition in many quar-
ters to give for particular putposes. It

1s thought that interest in the work 1s
crealed and fostered more cffectually
in this way, than by giving to the woik
in gencral, ‘I'bis ought not to be the
case. Chnstan people ought to give
because the Lord nceds therr gifts, and
not because they can trace the frints of
their giving.  Every departinent of the
wotk must be sustained. They who
give to the general fund have an inter-
est in the whole work. ‘This will
simplify the accounts and the work of
the Comtmttee, and will be hetter
cvery way.
NEW AISSIORARLLS.

The last Convention twade the
following. rccommendations,  ‘Uhat
more workers be sent to Chinato press
into the regions beyond , that the call
for fifteen familics and ten young ladies
to labor in Japan be coinptied with as
catly and so far as pissible, thata
niedical missionary be engaged to as-
sist in the work in India; that an
American evangelist be sent o "l'urkey,
and that a man be cmployed to take
charge of the West London Taber.
nacle,  Accordingly, E. S. Stevens,
Dr. Nina Stevens, Miss Lavinia Old-
ham, and Miss Mary Rioch were
selected to labor in Japan; W. E.
Cooper to be associated with E. M,
Gordon, in Mungeli, India, Miss
Elizabeth Ince, Miss A, L. White, Miss
Emily Gatrew, and Miss Emma Lyon,
to work in China, G. I Walden to
take the West London ‘Tabernacle, E.
H. Spting and W, E. Hogg to take
charge « f Gloucester and Cheltenham,
Miss Rioch was sent and will be sup-
ported by the Woman's Board of
Canada.  She will work with the mis.
sionarics already in the ficld, and un.
der the direction of this Society.  Miss
Gatrew goes at her own charges. WV,

A T. Moote resigned more than a year

ago, but served the ‘Fabernacle until
the arrival of his successor from
‘Australia. The salaty of E. H, Spring
was fixed at $1,200; that of W, E.

‘Hogg at $500 ; that of W. E. Cooper

at $480; that of G. T. Walden at
$1,750.
ENLARGEMENT.

A year ago it was recommended that
the present missions and missionaries
be sustained, and that the worl: be
greatly enlarged.  Respecting China,
the Executive Committee was recom-
mended to provide a hospital for Doc-
tors Macklin and Butchart, houses for
the missionaries in Wuhu and Shanghai,
a school for girls and an orphanage in
Nankin.  Respecting Japan, it was
tecommended that the request for
$1o,000 for buildings be granted.  Re,
specting India, the {following were
recommended : A bungalow for
Hurda ; an orphanage for Bilaspur; a
dispensary for Dr, Durand; and a
chapel for Mungeli.  The Chinese
hospital is in course of crection.  Most
of the money pledged has been paid
and forwarded. A home has been
built in Wuhu, In Japan one house
was completed, and $1,500 was granted
for chapels in T'okyo. In addition to
these grants, $250 was sent to India
towards an orphanage for boys, $250
to Birkenhead, towards the new chapel,
and $500 10 Constantinople, to pay
for repaurs on the building used in the
mission. To accomplish all that was
projected a year ago would require an
income twice as large as that of this

year.
TIIR NEEDS OF THE WORK.

More than anything clsc, the Society
necds a supply of qualified young men
10 go out into the field. Itisastarge
thing that there is no dearth of women.
Whatever may be the cause, the fact is
that three women volunteer for one
man. The claims of this work ought
to be laid upon the young men of the
age. It is hkely that in a few years,
when the members of the Volunteer
Bands in the colleges complete their

course, this need wil be supplied,
IBut at present this 1s our supreme
need,  If we had three times as much
noney as we have, we could not greatly
strengthen the forcesinthe ficld.  This
ought not to be the case, but it 18,
‘Fhere 1 no searerty of young men for
other heroic-cnterpnses.  An expedi-
tion lo the North Pole appeals to
hundreds, and they offer themselves.
‘The hatvest tzuly s plentcous ; the
laborers are few. ‘There is need of
prayer that the Lot would send out
laborers into the harvest.  'The Soctety
needs a larger income,  ‘The men and
women in the ficld ought to be housed.
‘Their hives will be preserved and pro.
longed, and their usefulness augmented
thereby,  The work must Le placed
under shelter. Chapels,  schools,
orphanages, and hospntals are needed.
‘The mrssionaries can not do the work
required of them n the absence of
proper facihties.  ‘The work needs the
prayers of the people of GGod.  Neatly
every lettee from the front contains an
carnest request for prayer,  * Brethren,
pray for us, that the word of the Lotd
may have free course, and be glonfied.”
We should pray that the Spint of the
Lord may rest upon them, the spint of
wisdom and undemstanding, the spint
of -counsel and might, the spint of
‘tnowledge, and of the fear of the Lotd,
Fhey necd wisdom to direct them, and
boldness in presenting the message of
salvation, and patience and hope that
they may not be weary 1n well.doing,
We should pray for them that God
would give them favor in the sight of
all the people, and make them wise in
winning souls, and mughly in pulting
down strongholds. ‘The supplication
of a righteous man avails much in its
working. The umited supplications of

of the Almighty to descend fike rain
upon the mown grass, and like the
showers that water the earth,

FURIQUGHS.

‘T'he rule in all Missionary Socicties
is to grant the workers in the field a
furlough once in seven or eight years.
They live longer and do better work
for being allowed to come to the sur-
face, like pearl-divers, to breathe.  En-
gaged in a perpetual conflict with dirt
and diseasc, with ignorance and super
stilion, living in the awful aimosphere
of hearhenism, they perceive that virtue
goes out of theins  Afier an absence of
seven or eight years, a visit home is
like being caught up 1o the third
heaven, and hearing  unspeakable
things ; they are refreshed and invigor.
ated in body and mind, and prepared
for the hardships and trials awaiting
them. The churches detive as much
benefit as the missionarics,  As they
rehearse all that the Lord has done
with them and for them, as they tell of
the great and effectual doors which he
has opened, as they set forth the infi.
nite need and the infinitesimal supply,
sluggish consciences are aroused, and
cold and sclfish hearts are warmed and
opencd, and pour forth a generous
store, like Horeb's tock beneath the
prophet’s hand.  “T'he report of a man
who has gauged the misery and the
need of the heathen world, and speaks
wnat he knows, and testifies what he
has scen, interests and enlists the
people as no second hand report can.
'J‘{;c work among the churches by our
missionaries on furlough has been of
inestimable value.  The fruit from the
secd sown by them will, in after years,
shake like Lebanon,
EMPHASIZING THE WOKK OF MISSIONS.

It goes with 1he saying that this
wotk ought to have a far larger place
in the thoughts and affections and
plans of Chnstran people. It ought to
be mioze promnent in all the services
of the sanctuary,  On this more than

on any other generation 13 laid the

many thousands will cause the blessinge -

.



