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THE HOMECIRCLE.
CHRIST IN THE HOME.

l'And tIîo ark of God reniained %vith the fainily of Obed-edoiii. And
the Lord blessed the hiouse of Obed-edoin, ruid all tlîat lie had'-l
Cltrolù. XIII.: 14.

It is said tliat one night whien soine Engiisli soidiers were shivering
iu the cold of the Crirnea, soine band began. to play the fainiliar tuiie of
IlHoule, ýSweet Homie,> and that tbey ail burst iiito sobbin '-, because the
air -%vent straiglit home to the h',art. Yes! "lthere is no place like,
homie." No place like it this side the grave, for there is the place -vbcre
his heaveiî or blis biell I>egins for ecdi. There, after ail, is the sanctuary
of life; thero the m~an is niost real; there the character is forined.
Thiere is tic centre of the true life now, ani theîîce one day lie must
set out on the last long journey to the far away land.

Ili speaking of home -we propose to say a few words, first, about sorne
things you cannot keep out of the boule, then about one thing you can
bring iiito it, aud the iinarvellous change -%vliii occurs when it is wel-
coiicd there.

Thiere are some things, then, 'whiciî you cannot keep out of your
homie. For instance, you cannot niake a homle that, wiil lie proof ag'ainst
8ifl. You rnay niake the wvails, aud the furniture, and ail the arrange-
mients perfect euoughi to please the mest fa.stidious taste, but you cannot
niake tIe iininates rpe&rfect. You cannot even miake yourself perfect.

***Tliere are faults of temper and character iii every man and
woinian that breatiies. Neither cai, you make a home proof against
trouble. Red eyes and sore iîearts are not peculiar to homes of any one
class. You wiil find them. in the palace of cedar, as weil as in tIc
cottages of the poor. In one a son lias turnedl out badly, and iii another
tlere is a daugliter that causeth shaine. Fanîiily troubles are the com-
nmonest kind of troubles, aud no troubles wvriug the heart like them.
God only kuows hiow bitter tiiey are, ançihthe worat of themn is that they
are so often sel£ bred. They coule of nieglect and carelessness, and in-
attention to duty-of evil influence and bad examipie. ***It le.s&>
impossible, aiso, ta niake, a home proof agmist 8icknug. Its shelter V-~
niay be as perfect aq can 1?e against ra.iu sud coid snd heat. Every
thing l.ikeiy ta preserve hiealth nay be there. But -i spite of ail yon
cau, do, iliuess Nvili coi-ne in: there are aiways sick homes, snd every

*home in its turu is pure ta be a sick one. And then, last of ail, ... d ~
worst of ail, you cannot preveut de-at& froin comniug iu, aud taking awsy v
your treasures. The dresd foe is always abroad,, droppiug in unexpeet-

* ~ dly on one home after suotlier. Now desth coules aud suatches away
tue very pillar of the hoie-the father or brother ou whom the keeping

*together of the home depeud. Or it coues aud carrnes off' the mother 'ý
under whosewings the ittle ones were wont to nestie up lovingly-the
Sos n muli, te, for einge y call o kee, ouwoohehmeludd.<

uow a word respecting the one thing which you cati bring iii You


