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BREAKING CASTE.

1t is not easy for those who live in this
Jand where all are equal hefore the law,
to understand the fearful bondage in. which
the people of India are held by their
theories of caste.  The following story *
which is taken from an account seut by .

2ev, Dr. Scudder of the Arcot mission to .

the Sower aud Mission: Monthly, gives a

good illustration of the power of this caste -

system:

*One day last year there came toa
Christian school in Madana-palle, India, a
boy about seventeen yeursold. He wasa

¢ high-caste’ hoy: that is, he belonged to -

a class of people who think themselves
betterthan some other classes.  He want-
ed to get an education and asked the
fclchu'ﬂ to take hiin into their school.
The teachers said to each other, * lluslmy

does not know what he will have to give

up if he comes to live with Christians.
We must tell himall the risk he takes, and -
give him time to think about it before we
say yes.” So they gave him some work to
do and found a house for him to stay in,
with a man of his own caste.  This caste
is called Bulgee,  Then they told him that
{ lie should come to live at the school he
vould have to eat with the other scholurs ¢
and that would * break his caste
him oft from all his family. No greater
shame or grief could come to him, in the
view of his people. than this.  Only a few
days had passed, when the teacher heard
with sweprise that the boy had already
taken 2 meal with theiv ‘scholars.  His
t..isrc was already broken.

* The schaol- l)n\s siid that when hesat
down to eat with them his cours e almost

fuiled. He sat along time over “the food -
At length,

before he daved try to taste it.
he lifted it, but his hand trembled so that
he could not guide it to lis mouth, His
hand fell powerless to his plate.  Again
and again he tried but again his hand fell.
Finally he made a desperate effort and
furced the food into his mouth.  Sinee he
had thus taken the step of his own choice,
the teacher ler him enter their school. He |
proved to he a pleasant bhoy, and it is

s and cut

hoped he will now become a tr ue believer
i in Jesus.

“ Some time after he had begun his
| studies, his father came in search of him.
. He said that he had been going from vil-
+ Inge to village trying to find his son, He
is a travelling priest, having temples under
his carc in different places. He gets a
good income by leading in the \\mslup of
' the idals, and  has, bL’Sl\lLS, a goud pro-
perty in lands and cattle. He meant to
have his son take his oftice and his pro-
i perty when he should die. So he was
. much distressed by his choosing to be a.
Christian.  He came three times to per-
suade the boy to go home with him, and
even pretended that his mother was very
sick and wanted to see him, But he did
not suceeed in “ettln"‘ him aw .w

What great Sucrifices this child of an
idolater is willing to wake!  The ¢hildven
of Christian 11.u°cnts have no such tial
; They cannot give their friends a greater
joy than Ly dnmsnw to learn the way of
lifeand to walk in it~ Mission Doyspring.

A CHIXNESE SCHOOL.
EY MISX ELLA 1. NEWTOXN,

I have twenty-four Chinese schoolgivls
fnow,  with lright, sparkling eyes “mad
heavy black hair, which they keep nice
"and smooth, and often adorned with flow-
ers.  Now, you must not think these girls
_are stupid and dull, for they are very full

of life and fun, and they e¢njoy langhing
Cand ]»me" as well as American dn]«hul.
Just now there is a perfect fever for play-
ing jack-straws, and their nimble fingers
pclfulm astonishing feats of skill.

Then they are very fond of playing ball,
striking it with the hand as it bounds up
from the floor, and not failing once for
perhaps seventy or cighty times,  But it
15 not all play, for they work very havd
over their books, and ave ashamed to have
poor lessons.

Not long ago 1 found some of them
were c.m’vnw their hooks to bed with
i them, ithat ﬂu-v might study with the first
light in the morning. Do you know what.
"kind of beds f.‘:c} sleep in? They are



