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alwvays spring from a flrn grasp of truth. Du is the locse hold-
ing of truth, zind the consequent absence of stro>ng motives, that
is the cause of the driffing of the niajority of Christian lives to-
day. On the contrary the man who bas settied belief's, in whorn
conviction bas laid hold upon the inner springs of activity, is a
nian whose every act, will exhibit a directness of alîn and an in-
tensity of purpose that can spring froin no other source.

Whiat but a belief iii the dlctrine that « there is none other
name under hieaven. given auiong men, whiereby we rilust be
saved, » could. inipel a Carcy to leax e the quiet of an Engclishi
home for the jungles and the fevers of India,?

%V'Lt, 'but a firn belief in gospel truth could inspire Latinier
with suchi courage that he gave bis body to be burned in order
thfat, thie blaze of bis funeral pile inight ligliht tne candie ofose
truth througbrlout England, or could nerve thie ar-n o? Crnnier;às
lie hald bis baud in the faînes to punislh it for weakzess in sigu-
iiiig, therentto.

AInd even in our day, wbien the lires o? persecution lhave been
extinguisbied, and wbien error bas clteditsel? in the gai-b o?
orthiodoxy, there is nothing that cmi induce the Christian to face
mnodem heresy, to risk the lms of popularity, raid to submit to,
bc cbarged %vith narrowness rand bigotry. but a fmri confidence
tlîat bis ceedl is drau-n froni the sources of etcrnal ta-uth.

Another e*sential quality of highl Christian chai-acter is sta-
bility. There arc inen wbose convictions ar strong and whose
lives are therefore carnesi and rurpomeMù, who yct for lack of
continunity- of purpose nce-er accomplisli resuit-, at, ahi coin-
mensu rate with their abilit-ims Their carnestness; is being ecmn-
stantlv nîiisdirected; their purposes are "as variable as the shade
by the liglit quivering, aspen mnade. " These are men w-ho have
not suffieciently.,guarded the sources of their beliefs They hiave
allowed thenisclvcs to forinulate a creeci upon other grounds than.
those of etiden.ce and consciom". es:% and as the basis of their bc-
lie£ is as unstable as %vater, so also is their chai-acter. N-\ow, as
a niatter of fact. feu' properly constituteci minds eau hielp tryingr
to find some reasonable explanation of Miîe circuinstances of theïr
lives, thie niatters; of their cspenicence and the ground o? their
hiopes for tiie future Sonie. sort of systeni of doctrine is fori-m-
ing itself iii "' Lie cob,%cbbedi, glooiny intellect of even the xuost
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