3

a nation two letrs may be uzed for a
ditthongal sound or glide. Germ:n
Reform uzes ai for I, and an for ow --
very natural as they ar represented in
curent Ger. by ¢i and au respectivly. |

2. Tue CENTR oF (xRAVI'Y OF ENGLISH
1s 1y AMericy  We hav heve 55 or 60
milions speaking it and wil bav 100 m.
by 1900 and 200 m. by 1950. G. Britan
and Ireland hav 27 milions no room for
more, stavving now. Of the 27m . the
greater bulk of Scotland [reland and
Wales must be counted out as being
marktly dialectic. Mo-t parts of Eng.
speak dialects marktand anything but
eufonic. We ar told that of Londonis
spoken English. But Cokny dialect is
as thik and all pervading there as the
London fog. Even the educated hav
more or les of it—like the fog the mud
and drizl, it is evrywhere. In America,
altho ther ar peculiaritis of speech we
hav but one markt dialect that of the
negro of suthern States. Leaving out
this and tones calld Americanisms. we
hav speech comparativly homogeneus
and this is to be studid insted of het-
erogeneus British dinlects. We canot
resist the belief that Ellis and other
opinions wer born of the latr and they
hav misled . The diference between
most model British speech or such as
is not plainly local or dialectic and this
homogeneus American speech is not
wide— not wide enuf at any rate to
prove a stumbling blok.

Mr J. G. Gholson of Broughton, Ill..
rites, us to quotation from him on p. 45,
that he holds ihat the initial and fi-
nal positicns of difthong in owlar ex-
actly pictured in the comon represent
ation ow, that is 0 in ox and u in rule.”
He holds too, however. that the vowel
in ox has the same quality as that in
art— a heresy we once held but volun
tarily abjured. It is untenabl.

Mr M. L. Rous rites trom Toronto
that vowel in pare is difthongal. its el.
ements (?) being e¢as in Ben and u as
in bun, not « and v obscure as inferd
from his psmilet referd to on p. 47.

Bory & Bun.--Mr Rous.awplifies our
statement p. 47. He holds that voywel
in burais equivalent to ¢ in Fr. de and,
final e in Ger. /fiebe; thatin bun, to, e-of
final sylabl of German liebes. =~ .,

A TWELV-VOWEL ALFABET.

(E. Jones in Jur. dm. Orthocpy.)

I entirvely agree with editor of Fo-
verio Herarp that 12 vowels ar enuf
for all practieal popular purposes and
that 4 aditional vowels in 4m.SR A.
alfabet ar not necesary. seeming intro.
duct with sole obje~t of meeting an
arbitrary and fanciful method of pair.
ing vowel sounds. Dr Hamilton truly
says “the 12 sounds indicated ar com-
only believd to need alfabetic repres-~
entation. Pitman. Graham, Vickroy,
E Longly Larison. Pikard - to which
ad Ellis and Eng.S.!”.A.—for the most
part agree that these specified sounds,
no more, o les, need separat signs.”

Mr Pitman complains. not without
reason, that evrybody wants his own
scheme. But it must be rememberd
thut as result of discusion carid on the
past few years, Pitman’s own views ar
considerably modified. [t is probabl
that the last word on the best scheme
of reformd speling wil not be spoken
for some time to come. It is gratifying
however to thcse who hav taken a life
interest in this movement to notice a
very perceptibl asimilation of views on
the question, a drawing together of o-
pinion,a droping of this and of that
crochet. Unanimity on all points is not
expected. If a-recognized central au-
thority wer apointed to hear pro s and
cons on evry point of diference, with
power to determin, it wud be an ad-
vantage. Until such tribunal is set up
ther is nothing fov it but to go on dis-
cusing and experimenting as best we
can, becaus ther is no dictator in the
republic of letrs. :

FRANCE.~ . Prof. Paul Passy rites
from Neuilly sur-Seine: **I hav no dout
atall that three years hence the fonetic
wil be the comon method of teaching
English in France.” We ar not so san-
guin of even free America. Wil 1900
see it prevalent here? Thruout nearly
all Europe except Britan they hav a
decimal system of weights mesures
and money. We hav decimal curency
but they ar ahed of us otherwise. We
shal not be surprised if' they get ahed
of usin teaching modern languages.
even our own, unlesour fosil drybones
wake up and bestiy themselys.
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