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an evii %vorld. As long as persecution Iastcd,
the line thiat separated the Church frein the
world was distinct and clear. To becoine a
Christian meant, to abandon ail existiug tics
and friendships. It invoivcd the sacrifice of
that which wvas prêvious1y lieid dear; it wvas
necessary to, fersake ail te followv Christ.
leuce there was little or ne teînptatien to
strike a bargain ivitli the ivorId. A Christian
must, make bis choice of God or Mammoen,
but hie ceuid net serve both.

But Nv'hen persecution ceascd and Chris-
tianity became popular, then arose the danger
that alivays attends pre3,perity-thie danger
of a maerc lp-service, of a disýcipleship that
was only nominal. Numibersàcere were will-
inig te pîoecss the nainu of Christ se long as
they mi-lit retain their old licathien habits
-numbers thon as now. 'WVhat -,vonder that
the more carnest spirits, siciz of a worid of
empty professions aud shams, should (lesire
te scek God's presence in deep seclusion and
free from distraction; and se tie life of a
recluse wvas inuci sout,,it after.

lLastly, %vas it rigkt tlîat these peeple
should seelz te bc thus aloue for their reli-
gieus exercises? And -%e inay answcr, Yes.
ln a nicasure the instinct ivas a truc and
noble one. There are times wvhcu the spirit
nceds te, go out jute silence and solitude te
bold communion with tlîe Eternal Father,
diseutaugled from ail eartbly influences. It
is wel-izîay, it is necessary-for us at times
te be beyond the sound of Iîuman voices and
away from the bubbul' of crewvds. Even
Jesus was -%vont to seekz the mountain-top in
the darimcess of niglit or the stili heurs; of
the early xnorning. Aud xçe have net that
power of kecping our tliotughts clevoa3ed that

a1 Rv. J. Robinson, of Leices-
ter, teils this anecdote of a poor
widow 'Who uscd regularly te
attend a wcek-day service ut

S. Mary's Church :
Slie Nças very peor, and one day had spent,

Ilier last penny. It was the evening- for the

le liad. We are single, solitary, crring
seuls-

Each ini bis hidden spixerc of joy or wvoo
Our hermit zspirits dweli anil =11-o apart~;

Our oyes sec ait around in glooru or, glow-
Rues of thieir own, fresh borrowcd froni the

heuart.

Our trials and our temptat:ons are our own,
not shared with others. The path ecd
treads bis been marked out for ne othier féet,
and our praycrs; and eus thouglits must lie
our own-

And ail alonc, so Jicaven bas willcdl, we die.

It is solitude that niay teach us this; that
may, wvhen nothing cise can, bring us into a
riglit ralationship %vith the God wlo creatcd
4;s.

But thcre is an aspect of the Chiristian life
wlxich Antony and bis foliowers strangeiy
forgot as they retircd into tLa wilderness.
It is an aspect represented iu the Nem, Testa-
ment, net by the quiet contemplation and
devotion of S. John, but by the eagyes acti-
vity of S. Puli. ]3oth contemplation and
action go te nake wp the perfect Clilistiau
life. M'e have a duty te others as,%wcil as to
ourselves. The disciples wcre to be in the
world, though not of the world. Their
mission upon earîli was te bear the hurden.
and hieat of the day, in labour for God among
the seuls of mnen ; to bring heavenly in-
fluences down fromn the mountain-top into
the market-place. This means ne mere
wilderness retirement, but inucli unthankful
toil here; mucli worry and littie repose.
The rest and swect communion of heaven is,
for most of us, bercafter.

J. nI r

service at S. Mary's; the bells were ringring,
but she still sat in the window diligently
sewing.

The children came in from play. 'Mother,
there's the bell,' said the eldcst, ' aren't yeu
going te, churcli? 1

IlNo, dear,' she answered weariiy, ' if I
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