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Speedily vas bis prayer answercd. It
was Christinastide vrbrn lie reached Rom-
a season then, as now, given up to social
fcstivity. Mhat is the meauingr of that
thr.n.g hurrying aloug the street.s, piishing
lu tti-e doors otthe ampliitlh.!atre,strugg ling
far sente on the crowded bouches tl:a-t rire
fier above tier arottmd the arena. Is tliore
to bo a spectacle to-dIay ?-soime fighit of
gladiators:, eome raging w'ild beasts? Yes,
indcad. But in the midst of tlw thousands
of cvery rank iu irnpceaiz Rcme, %vit a«.
eycs upon him, stands one and only one on
the bleod-stained rand. H-is ey# is sercue,
his bc.ý.%ing, cahin and undaiinited, lus fimure
ercct, thongli tlie long silvery locks fali over
his nleck aind dundr.One moment, more,
amil from an uplifted iron grating bound
leopards of the Lybian desert. fcteand
beautiftul. A short, a terrible strirggle, and
Ignatiîîs the Christian, Ignatius the flislop,
is in flic light ., and p)reszence of luis God.

lieverently under the silent nighit did the
Christians of Rome gather togetiier the bonc-
that were left, that they mighit find their last
resCng-place among the floek at Antiochli e
loved Sn %vel.

And -what about thc other disciple of S.
John, avway in luis home nt Smnyrna ? 'Staind
fast, as an anvil when it is beaten,' were the
parting %vords of 1gnatius to him. They wvere
scarcely needed.

.To lolycairp, sn it. wouild scem, as flisliop,
or Angel, of the Clîurch at Smyi-na, had been
nddressed thoze memorable vwords, ' Be thou
faitbiful ente deat]), and I wiIl give thee a
crasvn of life.' If so, thcy liad sunk deep
down into bis heart. le was pcrmitted to
dlaim and to receive the fulSirnent of eue~
promise.

Athe evcning of bis life drew on ne saw
the cloud of persecution lowering; ovor his
own beloved city, and le L-ncw that lie r-nust
pass through the furnace of affliction.
Rcmen..oering the words of the L~ord, how-
ever, 'WMien they persecute you in one city
fiee ye unto another,' he retired first to one
country village, tben to, a second. In the
hope of discovering bis retreat the per-
secutors seizcd upon tivo Christian boys of
Sinyrna, and put them to the torture. The

one cndured bravely and revealed nothing.
The other, overcome by intense pain, bet raycd
bis master.

]loaring the approaoh of the soldicry f0
bis abode, Polycarp calmly said, IlGod's will
be donc,' and placed hîimself in their bande.
A Short space of rest being granted hlm, lie
prayed so fcrvently for two, wlîole luours for
thc Chutreh throughout the vwovId, tluat even
the soldiers wcre moved. 1-le %vas theil
i!scorted baok to the city and led into the
tlîcatrc, %vhich was now filled witb an inftu-
riated mob, thirstingy for luis blood.

As hcenotered, he is said te bave heard a
voice from heaven saying, ' Be strong, J>oly-
earp, and play the iman.' _Most nobly did
ho obey the exhortation, for whlen tcmpted
to blasphieme his Lord, ani thus purchase
1ýis freedom, lie replied in words that bave
liccomne famous, E igbity affd six yeari; have
I served Christ, and He bîathu donc ire no
,wrou(g. ]ow eau 1 now blaspheme iny
Ring and i &avicuà:?' J-e ivis imie-
diately conuw.mncd to bo burned. At the
stako, by ii:s own rcqd'ost, lie was 2imply
tied, iru-tead of bcing fastened wvith iroîu
crampe, ' s, aid lie, 'Ucl wlîo gives Ile
streng'th f) sustain the lire 'ÇAI enfable lac to
stand inmoved %withiout your nails.'

As tic pile wva. kindlcd--I the fiame, ' like
the snll of a sbip fihled WitL1 ivind,1' swcpt
around him, as tîmougloibth te toucli so lioly
a mari. Mus lips seemed to move in prayer,
and now and a-lain the bystanders faîîcied
tlîey cauglît bis worEZ: 1I bless Tlîee that
Thou bazst tlîougit, me wortby of this ho'ur,
to bave a chare among the number vf
the martyrs and iu tie cup of Christ. 1
bless Thee, I praise Thece, 1 glorify Thece,
thirough the eternai 111gb' Priest, J~u
Christ.' Theunae impatient soldier stepped
forivard and stabbed hlm, Nvith bis sword.
Tlius Polycarp, exchianged a buirdensome
cross on earth for a cro'vn of -»lory iu heaven.

Goa grant us ail grace so to follow Uic
examuple of tlie-e His blessed saints in their
virtuous and godly living that we may came
to those unspoaklablejoys wbich are preparcd
for tlîoz. that xunfei-ni-dly Iovie 11,m. Amen.
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