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was standing and remarked: ¢‘Thank * Real va Bogas Mining.
God, the fools are not all dead yet.”’| There is probably no class of men
“How’s that?’’ inquired his friend. |who are more abused” than mining
“I've just sold the D mine for | experts. That all-who profess to be
$12,500.”" This mine has since pro-|expert in mining affairs are really
duced more than $3,000,000. ‘entitled to any such - distinotion is
What n contrast between vhis man | more than donbtful, but that the
and the Siskiyou Co., Cal., “mine|term “mining expert’ includes men
superintendent™ who vecently re-|ofundoubted ability and ‘experience
marked. that he had in his property |is equally true. Many definitions of
45 feet of ore.  His listener, who |what constitutes a mining expert
was acquainted with the facts, in-{have been given—some of them
quired in. astonishment where if|humorous and someabusive. How-
wag.  \Why,” was the raply, ‘‘we|éver, the ideal mining ‘expert must
bave thirty claims with a fuot and a | be a man of broud education and ex-
half of ore in ench.” perience in mining ‘matters, engi-
The secret of -successful mine pro- jneering and metallurgy, ‘and’ there
motion liesin a careful selection of {are many mining men whoseexneri-
propersy worth al' that is asked for |{encein these matters entitles their
it, and such a mine will practically-{opinion and judgment to more than
sell itself.  No amount of misvepre- fordinary consileration, and " the
sentation willgive value to .the pro- | term expert applied to such ‘men is
perty. and its proximity to othernot a misnomer. When a mining
valuabie and profucing mines is)engineer is sent to examine a pro-
glven hat passing consideration un-{perty he must necessarily be a con-
less it bie known that the ore shoots {servative, for “his own "experience
of the working mines actually pass |and that of others has taught him
their end Jines and enter the pro-|to accept little for fact that be can-
perty offered for sale, and even then | not see, and hie'is often conlpelled to
unless the ore shoots be developed {refuse to recommend a property—
the value is wholly speculative and {at the seller’s price—in which he
nut given more than nomingl credit; really sces merif, and possibly re-
by the juvestor.  Still in the face of  commends at a lower figure, and for
these fact: promoters continually !this he is roundly abused by the
magnify the value of ndjoining pro- 'miners, and sometimes the news-
perty, and in the glittering prospec- }pa.pers, of the district in which the
tus make prominent passing  refer- | property is situated.
ence to valuablemines whichchance: In general, mining experts are
to be in the same conuty or perhaps ‘accused " of dressing  ridiculously,
the smme Stare.  Such methods are : going atout the country with much
partienlarly vesorted to when the i circumstance and  bluster, rushing
property offered for sale has little ! hastily through a mine and passing
merit of its own to recommend it,; judgment ow’its vaijue. There are
but the time has come when such | those who ivould {lo such things but
representations and misrepresenta- l they are imposters, such as are
tions are measured by their proper. found inevery walk'of life, and not
worth. fentitled to be classed as expert in




