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A NEW PHASE OF THE
TTORNEY €cucral Evarts has given his long
pend’ng decislon reapeoting the construotion or

meaning of the Eight-Hour Law, adopted by Con-
gress on tho 26th of June last. Tho terms of tho act
simply made eight hours a legal days work for me.
chanics and otbers in_the e aploymont of the United
States Governmont.  Tho labor of the om‘ployoca was
reduced from ton to elght hours, and nothing waseatd
about tho rato of wages. The inferonce was that
Congross intended that no reduction of wages should
tako ‘ﬂaco. and that as much moosy should be clmid
for cight hours labor as had heretofore been paid for
ton hours work
In tho absenco of apecific Iegialation upon tho sub-
Joct, tho question was ratsed by the United States
officials as to their authoriy to pay ten hours wages
for eight hoyrs labour A former act of Congross had
provided that mechanics in the employment of the
governmont should recoive the samo rato of wages
paid by private employers and manutacturers in tho
vicinity  As this 1aw wad not repealed it appeared to
confllot with tho noweight hours bill, and tho questfon
was therefora sabmiteed to the Attornay Genersl and
nding lia decision the workmen recuived only eight
ours pay for eight hours work.
Mr, Evarts’ opinton is marked by careful stnd’;; and
research. In eflect ho decides that it was not the in.
tention of Congress to pay morg wages for labor than
was pald for tho eamo amount of work in nelghbour-
{ng privato establishments. If the workman ¢sn per
form as much work for tho government in eighit hours
as ho formerly performed in ten hourw, then he will
got ten hours pay—if not then ho gets only eight hours
pay. Thegovernment inspectors and auperintendents
respectively, aro to bo thy judgea of tho quality and
uantity of tho work, and tho rates of wages to whioch
the workmen are entitled.
This is manifestly a coramon gonso viow of the law
It places tho eight-hour m:n oxactly in the position
gned them by thoir so-cailed friends and advocates
fn and out of Congresas The theory of tha elght-hour
champions was that a wvorkman having 16 hours out
of the 24 for physical and mental relaxation and ro-
caperation, would be able to perform a3 much work
and do it 23 well if not better than if ho wero com-
1led to labor 10 or 12 hours. It was upon this ?Iéa
hat tho law was passed  Congress took tho working-
soen at their word. If thoy can really perform as
mach work in eight hours as in ten then they will get
ten hours pay The govermment ofliclals are to
Judgos. Th:g aro unbiassed. bave no pecuniary in-
torosta at stake and mav bo relied upon to passan {m-
partinl opinion. There nover was a 1airer fleluw fus
ostablish n;i tho morits of any czuse If the results
are favorable to the eight-hnur thaary an tmportant
point will bo settled. Employers aji over the Uniteu
States snd throughoat the worid wiil hasten to abridgo
the hours of Jabour of their workmon, and save the
oxtra wear and tear and expense of machinery and
tantive powsr  To the workingmean the boon will bo
oqually ad-antsyoeous, &s it wiit diminish tuo hours of
torl.—N, Y. Bulletin,

ABOUT STRIKES.

INBE questton of the cquity and tho utility of

¢ strikes ' may still bo an open ono  The anta-
gonism of labor aud capitaf results partly trom human
sclfishness, but In a greats  lagree we thiok, trom g
misanderstanding of each othior’s motives, which clr

cumstances aud errors have croated between the om-
ployor and the emploved  The former cannot or wiil
not explain his afairs to his workmen, tho iatter,
acting, &8 1o believes, In self defence {s too apt to
forget that capital as well as Izbnr has ite vights  The
nataral remedy for this evident evid fo, we think. in
that union of capital and Jabor which is known as the
co-operative mcthod —a ptan which, if it could only
be pushd into wide sctivite, would render ¢ strikes”
as 0beo's ‘e o8 waging war with howa and arrows, or
travelling by stage-coaches. Meanwhile,as the stru'?-
gle goes on, 1t should be understood thgt nothing is
permanently gained on either side by the adoption of
unfair and vinlent expedients, Here, for instance
has been a ** strike" by the cigar-makers of Westfieid,
Mass,, which, if the facts are correctly reported is en
tirely indelensibla A certain firm employed a widnw
the warkmen demanded that she should be dis
cherged; the firm refosed and the haads all tarned
out. 11 wo statement of their motive for this coursr
ba & frao one. there Iz nothing to be said for them—
they have simply acted in 8 wicked, sclfish, and un.
gentlemanly way. Bat their enbsequent proceedin,
ware st iexs to bo extenuated  They had & right
sy that thoy would nut work for Harrison and Car-
nter  at least they had a legal, 31 not 8 morar pght
fut where did they got autliority to say that othoers,
i1 they pleased, should not labor for this Arm” Har-
rison and Carpenter hiro anothier sot of Lands; they
are assaanited and- forced bg viotence into invoiuntary
idlences. The clerk of tho firm ix mobbed in the
streets [t this method of {ntitnidation and bruts force
e 8 sound and jost ono, there 18 no reason in tho world
why the strikers should not burn the cigar {actory
and Diudgeon sis propricwors. Do workmen sapposc
that they (f“"' anything by such shameful and tyran
nica) conduct? the other hand. cannot they eco
thst it wonld irrotricvably damage tho-very best ot
causes? ilere arg two cigar.makers, A and B The
first 19 wihling to mako cigars for so many shillings per
hanilred and has no objoction to working in the samo
eztablisiment-with fomalo operatives.  But B. says to
A, " Xuu shail not makg cigars for 8¢ much per hun
dred, and you ghall not work for any manutactarer
* who omploys women ** I will"? sigs A, * And!
“ will break: yoar hoad il.you do, says B.; while C.,
and D., and E, standing obout cheer fr. B.. and
promise to assist {f necessary in tho persuasive assault,

EIGHT HOU—B LAW. I who are tho tyrants now? 1o * bosses” or the
‘atrikers? !

Yet 1t is by su-h maladroit mapaeuvres that almost
overy #ffort on tho part of those laboring for wages to
increaso their incomnes has been apoiled.  Boolety docs
not lovo violenco—why should {t, singo peaco sud or-
dor are tho tonditiun’of its oxistenco! Tho causo of
the workiogman becomes nioro and more unpogular,
thoemployeriittio by muelulrong‘:honcd. and finall
the operstive gocs back to his work 1a a worse condl{-
tion than botore. It s an old, old story—how many
more repetitions of it ehail wo bo compatled to listen
to?—XN, Y. Tribune.

WO0OD PRESERVING.,

COMMITTEE of gontlemen visited Jersoy City
yesterday to Inspect a process for presorviog
woad, patented by Mr Louls S. Robbins Tho right
to tho invontion has boon purchased by tho Nationsl
Patent Wood Proserving Company, of which Me, J,
Richard Barrot i3 Prosident, and Mr. HMenry Sfeers,
of this city, is Vico-Prosident, Its application will
ovidontly form a new era in vood manufacturo, for,
in addition to tho preserving qualfties dored,

————

CATTLE PANIO I8 ORANGR CoUNTY —Tho {ew.
burgh (N Y ) Journn® exya that on Ssturday last p,
Monfort of Nasburkh, residont Cattlo Commissione,
wenit to Warwiok at the summmons of &lr, Duseiq

of that town, among whose dalry cowsa doaul« gj,
ea*0 had broken out, sup; tho deragy
spanish or Toxas csttle fover. 2Mr. Liusonban

alry numbers eighteen cows. On-Thursday leet tbey
word turnad 1nto a corn-fleld on his farm, and on 1y,
day ono of the animals was attackod -with the oy,
totns of diseare, dylug in & fow hours after being tak o
Betwoen Thursday snd Saturday no.1¢ss than sjx ;.
of tho eighteon had died. Dr. Monfort mado & poy
mor{em oxamination of soveral of tho animais, g
found no aymrtoma of the Toxas or any other dircae,
tho organs all being inan lrpmnuy healthy congs
tion, tho brain only boing slightly vongosted. Tt
of the animals bocame mad Lefore:saocumblag to the
disorder. The a{mpmms indioated conbro-spiny
disturbance, and it 18 supposcd that the cows toung ;s
tho corn fiold some poitonous subsianco of which they
partook freoly—possibly corn smuteof wWhicl then
was a good deal thero.

Fir%-DAMP ~Tha Paris Acadomy of Sclences
yom favourably on an ingenltué fnvention of y
Isunier, for preventing many oY tho sccidents ayy

tho method insures tho w. od against oracking, shrink.
lmi). warping or chlppln;:f and renders it far [ess liable
to break than in tho original sta 6. 'Tho plan is sim-
ple Tho wood 18 Elnced fn an fron chamber, con.
nected by pipss with sn iron still, in which coal tar
is placed Tho coal tar is distilled by heat, and tho
naptha vapor is passed into the wood receiving oham.
ber, at a temporature of from 250 to 300 degrees. As
1its far excceds the temperaturo of bolling water,
vapor from tho still penotrates tho wood, coagu.
fates tho albumen of the sap, and expels both afr and
moifsturo. Tho ?oma of the wood, belng oxpanded
and rendoted void, tho hest under thostilf 18 fncreased
to nel\r:y 400 degrees, and at this temperature the
vapor of creosoto, or carbulle acid, is gonerated, and
passes luto the chamber. The wood thus pecomos
thoroughly permeated by this subtle elemont. Croo-
sote i8 a powerful anti-septic, aud will effectually pro-
vont farmentation or putrefaction. 1t cures the wood
a9 it cures smoked hams and tongues, being a com-
ponent part of the smoke. It is not sufBclent, bow-
ever, mercly to drive out the moisturo and coagulate
tho albumen of the wood. Tho fibro must ba pro-
tected. By increasing the licat under the still to
neariy 600 degroes, tho vapors of the heavy oils of
coal (ar aro carried into the chamber Tho wood le
thus subjected to a third bath in the vapor of oila.
This condenses in tho wood, primesit thoroughly and
furnisies to the fibruus purtivn of 1t complets protec
tion agajnst atmosphoric moiaturo
Thero {8 no branch of wood manafacture in which
this new process is not desirable: but more especially
18 11 needed fur woud cgpused W the action of water
ot earth as that of ships, plers or fouco-posts The
cost of rallroad ties {s becoming o very serious item
of expense. Thienew process will presorvo them for
an tudetinite perivd. A sunusr system, though in-
terior, has boen applicd to them for a considerable
ol din England, ties s well a8 piles, that havo been
n uso thero 25 years, remain as fresh as any nowly
sawn Jumber.~—N, ). Mail,

koreign kxports of Petroleum from tho United
States, January 1st to November27th

From— 1RE8, 1867.
Boston .. . .. . 2 276,680 2,127,055
Philadelphia 35 497,313 26,495 047
Rhltdmare . 2419668 1,312,707
Poruand ... ...cch0eee ees. DBY 10D €0
New York §0,102,807 20,850,247

Total gallons DN0BET 69,796,858
perio® 1883 gallons, 60.344,970

C prresponding
B>

do 1805, gallons ....... 23,888,208

Bbls.
Rocetpts at New York, Jan 1to Nov 27,1868,.. 864,024
Vo. dve dv, 1967, 1,167,723

DARGER ¥Frox® Butisuw T kastR —-Wo are not
aware that science has made tho jeast spproach to
oven & probable account of theso phonomens, All
wo know for certain 18 that thero oxist tho.materials
for 4lmost any conceivabie disturbanco below our
feet. There s tho fire beluw, the water above, aad
the combustibie matter and imprisoned gases between
Magnctism also revosls othor forces and other cur-
rents pervading tho solid globe. 1t is known what
effect. tho abstraction of water by an artosian well has
on tho whole stratum from which tho supply isdrawn,
and hero aps wo diggiug out of tho carth willions of
tons of cogl, careving it of and dissipating it in tho
atmosphersa That must hero and thero aficct the
-natural balance of material, diminishing the pressure
hsm,_lncrcwng it there, 3ad. making now seftioments,
or faalts, in tho rock wo stand upon, That may seem
bat 8- trifting matter, but wo may ono dayfind the
-dreaded exhausuon of var coal.fields antlcﬁ;&itod by
catastrophes of & morg suddep and violent-naturs
an is pow olaiming to bo master of tho olimate. He
c3n.open or clogo tho windows of heaven as ho Hsts,
by making the spriaco a furest or o desert. Perha
hp may find tbat ho hag shakon tho earth, whethar ho
willed it or not, whether barmlessly or not:-1t will
take ages to show.

caused by firo-damp. ore 13, -Wopper condueter

1aced through the ming in all'divections This con

actor s broken at intervals by tué-intorposition ory
very flno gold wire soldered to thig-eopper Tho gy
wire is surrounded by flowers 6T sulphur, whigy
ignite oasily. Strong curronts-of elactricity pasey
through the conductor makes thié gold wire red.e
igoiting the shiphur, and of éourso Inflaming th
noxfous gases; 8o that if any are: prasent {n tho mie
beforo tho working -hours commenoe, timely notgs
may ba reoelved, the gares belog at the samo timeds
stroyed, and dan; -ang aconmuldtlons of firo-damp
pro *m'r Iflm ry t0 point out thecuw
a

d with mibes, Can, the,
there be any security that the flowers of salphur xi}
bo renowed daily?

bl

Tar DRy Goods CLERKS.~It makes a vast difen
onco where ono goos ** shopping,”’ 60 far &s comfon iy
concerned. At least so say tho Iadies, aud an oces.
sional exporiiont convinocs us that we sre right
Thera arcstores on Broadway that some ladies will
nover onter, simply bocause of tho coarsoness and ig.
portanity of tha clerks. And therearo stores thai ge
ono-haly their trade from the fact that thelr clerks ary
genticmen To bo polito a clork must not ba oppres.
sivoly attentive. And to be tmpudent he need notbe
goasly fosuiting, In the first place, mast indies ity

boe “‘let alono'’ when thoy sre looking at goods
The everlasting chatter that somo clerks keep up oal
injures thelr causd, Nordoladies liko to be chwl
atout the store with constany inquirles as (v whz
tboy will have,” The gontlemanly clork keeps hy
placo, says little, and asks fow questions. Therean
msny such in our Broddway stores, Dot thers 4
more who scieaily drive away trado by ... impu.
tunities and vulgar coarsoness.—Mail,

CANADIAN O1L8,—A fow eaterprisin troleam
finers are engaged in the laudab?; undgrggkmy of ix
gmvi:]ime statas in the.knglish markets ot Caw

12n refined and lubricating oils, which have hithets
not oconpied iho first rank  The London Free Pre

BAYSB:—

i!r. Eeonloyside (of tho firm of Spoucer & Roe.
loysldo) leaves bium steamship ‘ Ruasia ™ on We
nwaday next for Livo, ), with 8 view to introdns
Canadlan refined and labricating olls to the Englia
market, It has previously been mentioned thattts
firm, in conjunction with Mr, Samuel Peters P L. §
have shipped to England about a thousand barrelsd
gr(mo double distilled refined %etrolenm. belog 1h

rat shipment of & superior ssmplo that bas over beex
made from Cazada. tho oil is first-class, boing white,
freo from much odor, of tho high-fire test, and eqesl
tothoAmoﬂcanaunc!srdwbﬂo. A sample of tweuty-
fivo barrels of lubricating ofl has been orwarded ria
Now York. 1tis witha view to place the shipment
on the English market that Mr. Keenloyside {s makin,
tho joprpey, and tho petroloam interests of Onterio
will be very much influonced by tho success attesdisg
this venture.

HNOBRTHERN RAILWAY,
Trafilo recelpts for week ending Nov, 21, 1968,

Passen $ 3,63 04
Freight, 5,293 61
Afafis And SUAATIES, wieericrervasercinnrne: 218 B

TOAL . otrerenssomneveseeors - sgssssesersnensd 9,196 T
Correspongding woek, 1867, vmee. 8,241 B

Increase 0.9

$

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY.
Traflic for the week onding Nov. 13, 18¢8.

PRSSODEOTS. ... s severne creee. B2
Frelght and live stook... reessseres 41620 &
Mailsand sundries.,, ... svenoeaces  3,853.6%
Total reecd&tg for woek.,...... . $76028)
Corrosponding wask, 1807...c..e.. 18,103.8
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